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** Boy,’ he said, ‘you want to be an auto mechanic.’ 
That’s okay if that is the job God has for you. But 
whether you are a mechanic or a minister, you'll 
be better at the job after a year or two at 
Bible School. 

***T'll finance you to a year at Moody Bible 
Institute and you can fill your heart and mind 
full of the Word of God. Then we can see what 
the Lord has for you as a life work. What do 
you say?” 

**What did I say?—what could I lose? Sure, I'd 
take him up on it! 

*“So, I landed at MBI—wrenchés, reamers, 
micrometers and all—and stayed until I was 
graduated in 1930. Moody did two things for me: 
It taught me that the basis of all preaching is 
“What does the Bible say?’ and that the basis of 
all Christian work is evangelism—the pull 
for souls. 

“I pray God that the twofold passion—for 
God’s truth and for precious souls—may always 
burn bright in my soul. ; 












MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


$20 N. La Satie Street e Curcaco 10, ILLinors 


pr. BoB COOK, Moody °30, is president of 


Youth for Christ International and associate pastor of Chicago's 
Midwest Bible Church. Experience with young 


people, gained through travel that has taken 


him to many parts of the world, well qualifies Dr. Bob to 
speak on the problems and training of modern youth. 


“My father was right...°° 


“Today, though she might be satisfied with 
looking back to’a glorious past, the school that 
D. L. Moody founded is keeping up with every 
modern approach to gospel presentation .. . 
films, radio, planes, science . . . all geared to the 
old-time message of salvation. 

**For today’s teen-agers, I can think of no better 
word than that which my father spoke to me: ‘No 
matter what the Lord’s will is for you, you'll be 
better off in any field after Bible school.’ 


**Yes—looking back over 20 years in the Chris- 
tian ministry and seven years of working with 
young people—I know my father was right!” 





A NEW PICTURE BOOK of student life at Moody, 
beautifully printed by gravure, is yours for 
the asking. With it we'll include a new school 
catalog which gives a complete and detailed 
description of the courses at this famous Bible 
school—the school that gave Dr. Bob Cook 
the foundation for a successful Christian career. Address 
Office of Admissions, Room ET-814 





Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
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fine 
print 


and long phrases are sometimes overlooked. 
Oftentimes they are of great importance. 


Take the long phrase at the very bottom 
of this column—Accredited in Collegiate 
Division by Accrediting Association of 
Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges. What 
does it mean? And of what importance is 
it to one who is ready to choose a school? 


To become accredited (recognized) a 
school must be legally incorporated as a 
non-profit educational organization. In-all 
programs leading to graduation, a mini- 
mum of 40 semester hours of. direct study 
of the Bible is required. The school must 
have a program which will cultivate the 
spiritual life. 


The faculty as a whole should have at 
least five years’ training beyond high school. 


The library of the school should carry at 
least 8000 volumes. 


For the student there should be an ade- 
quate program for counseling, orientation, 
athletics, housing and boarding, and the 
safeguarding of health. 


While these are not all the requirements 
they will give you an idea of the extent of 
examination a school must undergo to be- 
come accredited. 


Philadelphia Bible Institute is accredited 
in the Collegiate Division by the Accredit- 
ing Association of Bible Institutes and 
Bible Colleges. 


How does this affect you? It means that 
if you choose PHILA-BI your Bible school 
work at the Institute will be recognized as 
being done on college level and will allow 
transfer of credit to certain Christian col- 
leges you may later attend in receiving 
further training and a degree. 


We welcome you to Philadelphia Bible 
Institute. Let us send you our latest illus- 


trated catalog as well as our school paper, 
PHILA-BI. 


Whatever school you choose, may the 
Lord bless you in His service. 


H a. Shaiagh 


Dr. Witi1am A. Mierop, President 
Dr. CrareNnce E. Mason, Jr., Dean 


@ WRITE TODAY for catalog 


PHILADELPHIA 
BIBLE INSTITUTE 


ROOM 401, 1800 ARCH STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 
@ Accredited in Collegiate 


Division by Accrediting Association 
of Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges 


CAUSE FOR THANKSGIVING 

“This is a letter which should be addressed 
to the many ETERNITY subscribers who through 
their gifts have shared in this blessing from 
the Lord.” ; 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, 
the Principal, the faculty and student body, 
I want to express to our many friends in 
North America our heart-felt thanks for 
the generous gifts we have received total- 


ing £800 in response to your second 


gracious appeal. 

This gift, added to the sum we received 
a year ago adds up to £1,775 and I feel 
you should know something of the use we 
have made of these welcome funds. As 
the College grew it became necessary to 
obtain sleeping accommodation for the 
large number of students who could not 
be accommodated on these premises, and 
the only suitable place was two or three 
miles away in another part of London and 
the students had to make their way to 
and from the College by bicycle. Recently 
a building within a hundred yards of the 
College, which had been offered to us some 
two years ago at a price we could not af- 
ford, was put up for auction and we bid 
the amount God had given us to that date 
for this purpose, which although only half 
the price originally asked by the vendors 
was the highest bid, and now we are the 
happy possessors of a hostel of our own 
in an ideal position. 

It is into this investment we have put 
your gifts and it will be redecorated, fur- 
nished, and opened, God willing, in time 
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for the Autumn term of this year and will 
be of great help in our work. You and 
your friends can feel that you have a 
large share in this development, and eternity 
will alone reveal what this accommodation 
contributes to the well-being of the 
College. 

There is much to encourage and much 
cause for thanksgiving. Every vacant place 
is filled, many inquiries are coming in and 
students entrusted to the College and hay- 
ing much success in their studies and 
examinations. 

In closing may I say that my prayer for 
you is found in 2 Corinthians 9:8. 

With Christian: love from “Timothy to 
Paul,” 

I remain yours in His happy service, 
Puri S. HENMAN 
London Bible College 


_NEWS OF THE NIGER PRESS 


You will be. interested to know that we 
have begun sewing on two of the Yoruba 
books and hope soon to begin making the 
page paste-ups on the Yoruba Gospel of 
Saint John with notes, and hope soon to 
get the type set on The Only Way, both 
in Yoruba and Hausa. We have been 
slightly delayed in some of our work by 
having to have one of our monotype moulds 
repaired, which had to be sent to England 
but has now been shipped out to us and 
we hope soon to again have it in our 
hands and continue to set up more and 
more books for these who are begging 
literature and longing for books. 

Do continue to remember us in prayer 
that the Lord will continue to undertake 
on our behalf in securing supplies. You 
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Provide a generous, 
unchanging income 
for yourself and 
loved ones | 
... through MOODY 





Survivorship Clunuities 


When you go to be with the Lord, your loved ones get the 
same regular, generous returns that you received during your 
lifetime. Dividends from securities and other investments 
fluctuate, but your Moody annuity returns always remain the 
same for you and your survivors, despite wars, depressions or 
other economic conditions. For 44 years the Institute has paid 
all returns in full and on time. Annuities are not subject to legal 
controversies — another guarantee that payments will be made 
in full — and without the delay so often experienced in the 
administration of estates. 


You have the joy, too,of knowing that today, as well as in 
the years to come, your dollars are being used to train mis- 
sionaries, pastors and other Christian workers, conduct evan- 
gelistic meetings, produce and show gospel-science films, 
broadcast daily Christian radio programs, and distribute gospel 
literature world wide. 


CODY Bible Institute 


@ 820 N. LASALLE ST. © CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 







Dept. ETI3 


Su ) Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” the story of the 


DB Moody annuity plan. 

& (.......) Tam interested in stewardship in its relation to wills. Please 
g send me folder, “Where There’s a Will.” 
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will rejoice with us to know that we now 
have a good shipment of paper en route 
from Port Harcourt to Jos, which should 
be about six months’ supply and we are 
thankful that we are able to get this order 
through at this time as paper continues to 
be difficult to get. 

We will appreciate your telling others 
of the work. , 

R. B. Kitca 

Jos, Nigeria, West Africa 


NEED IN LIBYA 

We have been receiving Eternity for 
over a year now and want to thank you 
for letting us have it free of charge. The 
advertisements inserted by our North 
Africa Mission American Council re 
Libya’s need have especially interested us 
and we thought you might like a line from 
Libya itself. 

Libya is, as your advertisements have 
stated, the youngest nation in the world 
and as such needs all the help that the 
United Nations can give her. This help 
is coming financially, educationally, and 
technically. Experts are pouritig into the 
country to help this little nation, fighting 
a battle against illiteracy, disease, and 
Starvation, to find her feet. 

But what is the church of Christ doing? 
The nation from which came Simon, who 
bore the cross after our Lord, today has 
only four missionaries to proclaim the 
message of that cross. Libya has no 
Protestant church, apart from those set up 
by American and British Forces for their 
personnel. The European community, 
mainly Italian, are almost 100% Roman 
Catholic, and the million odd Arabs are 
100% Moslem, not to mention the Jews. 
What a challenge! 

We cannot say “Leave them alone! 
Their religion satisfies them, don’t inter- 
fere with them.” We see the pathetic 
fatalism, the utter hopelessness, the un- 
blushing immorality of those who profess 
the Moslem faith, which holds them like 
slaves to a relentless Master. “There never 
has been a Moslem who turned Christian,” 
they arrogantly cry. They have never ‘seen 
one, so how can they know? 

How can these people be taught that the 
Lord Jesus Christ-is their Saviour as 
well as ours? For 70 years the North 





ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE has 
a limited number of copies of 
The One Hundred Texts by the 
Archdeacon T. C. Hammond of 
Trinity College, Dublin. After our 
present supply is exhausted we 
cannot secure the book for you 
until it is reprinted. Therefore 
order your copy. from Eternity 
Book Service now. 











Please send. copies of 
The One Hundred Texts to the 
following address: 

Name 
Street. 
City Zone. State 





I enclose check or money order 
for $ 
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Africa Mission has had a medical work in 
the native quarter of Tripoli and the mis- 
sionaries have sought to show the love of 
Christ in action, as well as to preach it 
by word of mouth. My husband and I are 
seeking to carry on this work but we 
desperately need a doctor and nurses to 
help us and so release us to do class work 
and visiting for which we get so little time 
now. Libya needs'a Christian hospital and 
there is scope for orphanage and school 
activities. But where are the laborers and 
the means to start such projects? 

Will your readers please pray for us? 
Pray that the door for the Gospel will be 
kept open, that no laws will be passed in 
the new Parliament which would hinder 
the Lord’s work here. Pray that help may 
be forthcoming before it is too late. 
Tripoli, Libya M. T. Pearce 
BOOKS FOR SCOTLAND 

A friend and I have clubbed together to 
raise the subscription for Erernity, and I 
write to say how very muchrI enjoy it and 
profit from it. 

I am the minister of the Baptist Church 
in this small town in Ayrshire—our mem- 
bership numbers 82—and delight to see this 
small work prospering in spiritual things, 
though it is hard going financially. 

I am wondering if you would be kind 
enough to include my name on your lists in 
connection with your Evangelical Aid work. 
It is not that we are in such need as many 
on the Continent and elsewhere, but I 
should be specially grateful for help in the 
matter of good books! These are expensive 
here—and simply beyond our salaries. I do 
not know if such gifts come under your 
Evangelical Aid work, but if so I should be 


_ most grateful to receive such help. 


I enclose a copy of our monthly Church 
Newsletter. As you will see, I have used 
your recent article on Carbon 14 for the 
encouragement of our folks here and have 
received many appreciative comments. 
Thank you. 

With prayerful remembrances for all 
your work. 

Yours in Him, 
(Rev.) Geo. B. Hossack 
Baptist Manse Maybole, 
Ayrshire, Scotland 
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To Hear Faithful Preaching nic: oo eon 


Go To 4 Bible Beliewng Church 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 





OCEANSIDE, L. I., N. ¥. 





WHEN NEAR ALLENTOWN 


Visit 
THE TENT EVANGEL 
FAIR GROUNDS, 17th and CHEW STREETS 
Allentown, N. M. Director 


Pa. Cressman, 
Meetings Ni Nightly, 7: Hh Haag eng Monday 
THE FIRST CENTURY MESSAGE IN 
TWENTIETH CENTURY SEITINGI— 


MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 
A Cordial Welcome Awaits You . 
CH 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
indian Creek Drive at 7ist 
Miami one. F 


Preaching the the Beat the ‘Bicd, the 











WINDSOR AVENUE 
BIBLE CHURCH 
OCEANSIDE, L. 1, N. Y. 


FRANK J. VURTURE, Pastor 
The Church With A Werm Welcome 





NEW YORK, N. Y. 








WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Wadsworth Ave. Baptist Church 
One block East of Broadway at 184th St. 
REV. EDWARD O. KEHLER, PASTOR 

Services—Sun. 11 A.M., 8 P.M.; Wed. 8 P.M. 
Our Message: THE BOOK, THE BLOOD, 
THE BLESSED HOPE 
Subways to 18lst St.; 8th Ave., Wash. Hts. 


or IRT VanCortlandt Pk. 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 








WHEN IN THE NATION'S CAPIT, 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 


CLOUGH, Paster 
Sundey Services 11:00 A.M. ond Fuas' P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL Is 
PREAONED 





FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
79th and 
7th Avenue, local Subway to 79th Street Station 
ARTHUR B. WHITING, Pastor 
A Bible pee mini in the heart of 


Morning Worthio- 11 A.M, 











Evening Worship—7:30 P:M. 





Inspiration for you at the 


Stong Grook Conference 


OUTSTANDING - Young Peoples Conference—July 12 to 19 
* Leaders—Carl Anderson, B. Frank Moss, Robert 
J. Lamont, Richard L. Robinson, George Slavin. 


SPEAKERS 





Special Recreational Program 

















EXCELLENT + General Bible Conference—July 19 to Aug. 2 


MEALS Guest Speakers — Vance Havner, Norman B. 
« Harrison, Coulson Shepherd, Charles W. Ander- 
e son, Lena Sellen, Frederick W. Evans and many 





e Rev. Russell G. Jones of Bloomfield, N. J. will 
e direct both conferences and John C. Hallett, will 
, be the Music Director. 
For information and folder, write to: 
JAMES E. HILL, Stony Brook, ‘Long Island, New York 


others. 























SLAVERY AND LIBERTY 

One does not leave slavery by 
changing his political outlook. One 
does not leave slavery by changing 
his social outlook. One does 
not leave slavery by changing 
his religious outlook. One is freed 
from slavery by being made free 
through the new birth as it is given 
by the Lord Jesus Christ. It was 
He, Himself, who said, ‘‘If ye 
continue in My Word, then are ye 
My disciples indeed, and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall 
‘make you free’’ (John 8:31, 32). 

The most important word for 
the understanding of all of that 
text is the conjunction ‘‘and.’’ Too 
often there are those who glibly 
recite the last half of the sentence, 
as though their particular segment 
of truth was going to do the busi- 
ness of breaking men’s chains. 
But that is not what the Saviour 
taught. It was the continuing in 
His Word which would make men 
disciples, and, and, and then they 
would know the truth that would 
make them free. Whether men are 
satisfied with this or not, is not 
relevant to the question. This is 
God’s way of freedom, and it is all 
the method which they are going to 
get. Anything else will land them 
back in slavery. There is only one 
path out of the maze, though there 
are a thousand dead ends. The way 
out is the work which the Lord 
Jesus Christ accomplished when 
He died upon the cross. There is 
the end of slavery and the begin- 
ning of liberty. - 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 
@ July 6—St. Andrew's Church, Edin- 
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Eternity, The Bible Study Hour, and The Portable Church to His everlasting glory. 
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THE LORD SPOKE to Israel reminding them 


that ‘‘I bare you up on eagles’ wings’’ (Ex. 19:4). 
The Hebrew word for Lord here is Jehovah, ‘that 
name associated with the redemption of man. We 
believe with many Bible scholars that the Jehovah of 
the Old Testament is the Christ of the New Testa- 
ment. When Jesus said to the Pharisees, ‘‘Before 
Abraham was, I am,’’ they took up stones to stone 
Him. Why? Because ‘‘I am’’ in: the Greek is the 
same as ‘‘Jehovah’’ in the Hebrew, and Jesus was 
claiming to be God. It is no wonder the Pharisees 
were disturbed to the point of violence. They dared 
not breathe that name, Whenever a pen was used to 
write that name it was a fresh pen, never used before, 
and destroyed and discarded after it had been used 
for that one word. The Jesus of the New Testament 
claimed to be the Jehovah of the Old; and when we 
find Him referring to Himself as the protecting, 
saving eagle, that is no’mere happenstance. 


In Deuteronomy 32:11, 12 we are informed again 
that ‘‘as an eagle stirreth up her nest . . . so the Lord 
alone did .. .’’ Again, it is Jehovah, ‘Christ in the 
Old Testament. 

- An examination of the natural facts about the 
eagle will show us many and wonderful and mysteri- 
ous confirmations of the significance of the eagle as 


By HARRY JAEGER, JR. 

Mr. Jaeger is the minister of the Hermon Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia, Pa., and author of “Hidden Rocks.” a com- 
mentary on the book of Jude. 


a sign coiitne us to the Be nick anion and work 
of the Lord Jesus. 


Observe three factors at first apparently unrelated, 
as to the eagle’s character and habitat. He is a royal 
bird. Evidence of this is seen in the history of her-~ 
aldry. We have only to look atop the pole on which” 
our own nation’s flag flutters to behold the eagle as 
our national emblem, Other nations have as dearly 
espoused the eagle as their symbol too. 

But the eagle, for all his royalty, is classified as 
a member of the despised sani family. He is a 
royal buzzard. 


And, for a third factor in this first triumvirate of 
eagle qualities, I refer to an article printed in the 
summer of 1950 in Collier’s magazine. This article 
described the unusual occupation of a man in the far 
western part of the United States. His job is to rid 
the grazing lands of the menace of eagles. To ac- 
complish this end, he uses an airplane, and flying in 
pursuit of a bird shoots it in full flight. In recounting 
some of his adventures, he told of shooting one eagle 
at such -close range that the shot of the powerful gun 
literally tore the bird apart and there came flying 
back into his cockpit a wing of the eagle. In a moment, 
the hunter goes on to say, he was crawling with lice! 
Think of it: the eagle, a royal ‘bird, and a buzzard, 
is infested in its natural life with lice. 


How can these three things speak to us of our. 
lovely Saviour? Philippians 2:5-8 is the answer. At 
the outset of the passage we see that He is God, equal 








ON EAGLES’ 


WINGS 





with God, possessing the form of God. There is the 
royalty. Then we find that He descended to earth, 
laying aside the ‘‘insignia of His majesty,’’ and He 
became a man. There is the buzzard nature. Royal, 
yet becoming one of Adam’s race. And then we find 
that He died, not a normal death, but the death of the 
cross. In His life He was met on every hand by the 
manifestations of the sin of men. These things He 
saw made the days of His flesh a constant suffering 
for He looked forward to the death He was to die, 
the death of the cross. And there at Calvary He had 
heaped upon His blessed self all the horrid mass of 
human sin and degradation. The infesting lice upon 
the royal buzzard of the skies are paralleled by the 
sin of man laid upon our Lord in His death, God 
dying as our substitute, Man dying as our repre- 
sentative. 

We find further that the eagle is the natural enemy 
of the serpent. An eagle has been known to drop 
from its talons the prey it was bearing to its nest in 
order to swoop down in bomber-like attack from the 
blue upon some snake slithering through the stones. 
Is not this Christ of ours the Enemy of Satan, that 
old Serpent? And did He not release hold upon all 
the riches that were His to swoop to earth to deal 
with Satan in mortal combat! 


A search through the encyclopedias:and books of 
natural history reveals other characteristics for which 
the eagle is noted. They are borne out, many of them, 
by the Scriptures too. Strength (Ex. 19:4), Endur- 
ance (Prov. 30:19), Speed (Dan. 4:7), Great Age 
(Psa. 103:5), Vision (Ez. 1:10). The list goes on. 

The eagle is noted also for its soaring power. I 
merely listed this fact with the others until I found 
something in an absolutely unexpected quarter. 

My wife has two brothers who have a sail boat 
and are expert sailors. 

Now, I did not want to be an entire ignoramus 
about this sailing business, so, I borrowed one of 
their sailing books and began to read up on the sub- 
ject. I was one-third through the book when, turning 
a page, I came face to face with a two-page illustra- 
tion. On-one page was a diagram of the sail, mainsail, 
and jib. Beside it on the other page was the model as 
found in nature upon which the sail is fashioned. It 
was the picture of an eagle’s wing. And a perfect 
model it is, with the great wing spread, and a little 
accessory wing in front just like the little jib sail. 

Now, the purpose of the small jib sail, as I under- 
stand it from the book, is to assure the skipper that 
he will get utmost value from the wind. The boat is 
not blown along by the wind as I had supposed, but 
the wind creates a suction and the boat is pulled 
along. The jib is adjusted in such a way as to direct 
the wind and to keep it from forming a backwash of 
current that would decrease the suction. So the 





eagle’s wing is designed, that little, auxiliary wing 
helping to maintain the upward suction and to avoid 
the backwash, which in the eagle’s case would be a 
down draft drive to the ground. That explains the 
soaring power of the eagle: he just rests upon the air, 
pulled aloft by the suction of the currents, manipu- 
lating that little jib of his in such a way as to sustain 
his flight. Amazing! 

The Christian’s life is like that from start to 
finish. It is just a resting, a trusting, a daily com- 
mitment to God’s will which bears one aloft. It is up 
to us to trust Him confidently, and as we spread the 
wings of faith, to keep the current strongest by the 
perfect response of our lives to every new uplift of 
power God sends our way. 

The eagle is known in every part of the world. 
Does this not speak to us of the adequate and uni- 
versal revelation of God? Romans one and two tell 
us. that all men everywhere are without excuse in the 
face of manifest evidence from God. 

Eagles are the only birds known to mate for life. 
Deviation from this is an exception. With other birds 
and animals mating may be permanent, but with the 
eagle it is always so. This speaks to us of the blessed 
and faithful union of Christ and His beloved Bride 
(Eph. 5 :21-33). 

(Continued on page 46) 





Grace is love to the undeserving 





The Bell Telephone laboratories have developed a new 
“master ‘time-keeper,” an electronic device that varies less than 
one ten thousandth part of a second a day, or about one second 
in thirty years. The secret of such split-second timing, lies in the 
use of four extremely stable quartz crystals that vibrate in tem- 
perature-controlled compartments at a frequency of one hundred 
thousand cycles a second. The crystals, in turn, control the operat- 
ing of an electric alternating current to a precision of one part 
in a billion. This current drives the motor clock element. In spite 
of this millions of people will continue to- waste time, will post- 
pone their important decisions, and will come to the end of life 
without having received Christ and will enter ETERNITY unpre- 

' pared. They know how to measure time but not how to use it. 
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4 His kingdom ruleth over all. 


CHRIST—OR THE CHURCH? 

One of the worst features of 
1 modern ecclesiastical organization 
is the great tendency to put the 
church ahead of Christ. The illus- 
tration that I am about to cite could 
be duplicated in almost every de- 
nomination. A subscriber in Texas, 
sends us a copy of the 16-page paper 
of his denomination, dated May Ist. 
He has gone through the paper 
underlining or circling certain words 
with black and red crayons. The 
result: words circled in red, 13— 
being Jesus once and Christ twelve 
times; words underlined in black 
4 church or churches five hundred and 
thirty-six times. 
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: BUS TO YOUNG LIFE CAMPS 
Young Life’ Campaign, whose 
magnificent work for young people 
we wrote up in our May issue, is 
running a bus from the Eastern 
States to Colorado on several occa- 
sions during the summer to take 
campers to the West. Any young 
people of high school age who are 
a interested should communicate di- 
rectly with Young Life Campaign, 
- Colorado Springs, Colorado. Their 
rates are most reasonable, the camps 
are: on a very high spiritual level 
and a vacation in the Rockies will 
be something to remember. 


REACHING ROMAN CATHOLICS 
Everybody who has anything 
whatsoever to do with Roman Cath- 
olies should have a copy of THE 
ONE HUNDRED TEXTS by T. C. 
Hammond. This furnishes by far 
the greatest method of reaching 
Roman Catholics that has been 
devised. Few Romanists could read 
this volume and retain their faith 
in the papacy. Obtainable from 
Eternity Book Service for $3.00. 


THE BIBLE IN THE NEWSPAPER — 
Some writers in religious press 
have made much of the fact that 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


PSALM 103:19 


the Akron Beacon Journal is be- 
ginning a project to print the entire 
Bible in the newspaper—a project 
that will take, it is said, ten years. 
Some have stated that this is the 
first time such a thing has been done 
by a newspaper. They are not aware 
of one of the most outstanding 
newspaper stories concerning the 
Bible that took place at the end of 
the last century. 


There had been considerable ad- 
vance publicity concerning the ap- 
pearance of the 1881 English 
Revised Version. The first copy that 
reached New York was put on the 
telegraph wires, and the entire New 
Testament as far as Corinthians 
was in print before the first copy 
could reach Chicago. The entire New 
Testament appeared in the news- 
paper within a week and the Old 
Testament shortly thereafter. 


Beside this the Akron ten-year 
plan is nothing but a columnist’s 
fill up. It was Moody, I believe, who 
made the comment at the time that 
when the excitement had died down, 
the people discovered that the re- 
vised version was the same old Bible 
they always had had. 


SANDY COVE 


If you are planning on a Bible 
Conference this summer, don’t over- 
look Sandy Cove. George Palmer of 
Philadelphia’s Morning Cheer is 
carrying on a splendid work and 
Sandy Cove is indeed as he adver- 
tises it: Best of food, clean, , com- 
fortable accommodations, recreation 
facilities unlimited, and reasonable 
rates. There is a wide variety of 
speakers throughout the summer 
and the Editor would be especially 
pleased to see any members of the 
Erernity family at Sandy Cove in 
the week of August 11-17, at which 
time he will be speaking daily. 
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WHITTAKER CHAMBERS—FACT OR FICTION 


My attention has been called to 
an article in The Watchman-Exam- 
iner which I found almost ineredi- 
ble. It appeared the same week that 
my article on Whittaker Chambers’ 
Witness was published in these 
pages. I had put the book among 
the top-ranking works of modern 
times and believed that it would 
outlast this century as one of the 
important books of this age. The 
Watchman-Examiner presented no 
arguments, but set forth paragraph 
after paragraph of vituperation of 
Chambers, suggesting that he was 
still a Communist and that this book 
was a monstrous hoax to deceive the 
people. To me, the article was not 
only incredible but stupifyingly 
biased. 

It was with some interest, there- 
fore, that I turned to five reviews of 
the book in the May 24th issue of 
the Saturday Review of Literature. 
Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., Associate 
Professor of History at Harvard 
University, says of the book : ‘‘ Whit- 
taker Chambers: has written one of 
the really significant. American 
autobiographies. When some future - 
Plutarch writes his American Lives, 
he will find in Chambers penetrat- 
ing and terrible insights into Amer- 
ica in the early twentieth century. 
. . The suspense and excitement of 
the story remain. Chambers tells - 
it, too, on the whole, without undue 
bitterness. One could hardly blame 
him for being bitter, when one re- 
calls the ugly and vicious stories 
invented and repeated by respect- 
able lawyers and college professors— 
stories which purported to ‘explain’ 
everything, but which, when the 
time came, the Hiss defense never 
eared to bring up in court. The anti- 
Chambers whispering campaign was 
one of the most repellent of modern 
history . ..”’ 

(Continued on page 34) 


Do you know your Bible better than any other book? 

















@ Few publications of the decade 
upon which we have entered are 
likely to prove of greater interest to 
the student of the Bible than The 
Interpreter’s Bible which is planned 
as “Christendom’s most compre- 
hensive commentary.” One volume 
has just appeared and eleven others 
are scheduled for completion at regu- 
lar intervals within the next six years. 
Toa large extent the aims of the pub- 
lishers and editors, judging by the 
contents of the first volume and the 
announcement concerning those which 


are to follow, will be effectively. 


realized. One must pay tribute to the 
careful planning and the attractive 
workmanship that are everywhere in 
evidence. But there is a crucial ques- 
tion that inevitably emerges. That 
is the question as to its point of view 
concerning the Bible and its message. 

The present article will concentrate 
upon the theological issue as that is 
raised by the contents of the first 


The 
Theological 
Outlook of the 
Interpreter’s 


Bible 


volume. Since it contains fourteen 
general articles on the New Testa- 
ment in addition to commentaries on 
Matthew and Mark, it provides a 
rather ample basis for forming judg- 
ments as to its theological tendency. 

On the surface there is little to 
indicate a partisan point of view. The 
Preface of the editor, Dr. G. A. But- 
trick, states that: 


a double demand confronts every 
commentary on the Scriptures: first, 
to be true to the clearer understanding 
that waits on reverent study, since 
God always has “new light to break 
from his Word”; and second, to avow 
its unwavering fealty to God’s In- 
carnate Word by whose forgiving 
grace all men live (p. XIX). 


And the jacket makes the following 
claim: 


The best minds of our time, among 
both biblical scholars and preachers, 
have shared in the making of The 
Interpreter’s Bible. The editors, con- 
sulting editors, and contributors, 146 


Faith in the cross draws us into the battle of the cross 
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BY N. B. STONEHOUSE 


in all, have been enlisted from all parts 

of the English-speaking world and 

represent a cross-section of Protes- — 

tantism. No labor or expense has been 

spared to make this Christendom’s 

most comprehensive commentary. 
Regretfully ‘one must enter the 
verdict, however, that by and large 
the point of view that comes to ex- 
pression is not that of the historic 
Protestantism of the creeds of Chiris- 
tendom but rather that of liberal 
Protestantism or Modernism. In 
spite of various professions of faith 
in Biblical terms, there are pervasive 
evidences, in the articles and com- 
ments dealing with the content of the 
Christian message, that the distinc- 
tive supernaturalism of the New 
Testament is repudiated or at the 
very least seriously obscured. 


EVALUATION OF ESCHATOLOGY 
It may seem strange to begin with 
certain observations on the subject of 
eschatology, the doctrine of “the last 
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things.” But there are at least two 
good reasons for doing so. In the first 
place, for half a century or more the 
study. of the New Testament and of 
Jesus Christ has been dominated by 
an interest in and evaluation of 
eschatology. Men have come to recog- 
nize that, whatever their own attitude 
toward the coming of Jesus Christ on 
the clouds of Heaven. might be, they 
cannot silently ignore that and re- 
lated doctrines and still suppose that 
they are facing squarely the questions 
concerning Christ and Christianity. 
And secondly, it is advantageous to 
center attention upon eschatology be- 
cause no other teaching serves to 
confront one so unambiguously with 
the supernaturalism of Christianity. 
Men may persuade themselves that 
they may explain some of the mir- 
acles in psychological terms and ex- 
plain away others by rationalizing 
them. But the sheer supernaturalism 
of the doctrine of the consummation 
of history through the return of 
Christ, involving the thought of de- 
cisive divine intervention altogether 
apart from human initiative or co- 
operation, does not readily permit of 
such naturalistic “interpretations.” 
The first article in this volume, an 
article on “The Gospel if the New 
Testament,” by R. H. Strachan, an 
emeritus professor of Westminster 
College, Cambridge University, might 
be expected to introduce the general 
viewpoint of the work on this and 
other points. But it is certainly not 
representative of the viewpoint of the 
exegesis of Matthew and Mark and 
of other articles. Rather curiously it 
retains much of the outmoded, one 
might say archaic, tenor of the older 
liberalism with its tendency to mini- 
mize the eschatological. Thus sayings 
concerning the coming of Christ on 
the clouds of Heaven are interpreted 
to mean that Christ will come to men 





Dr. Stoneh is Prof of New Testament 
in Westminster Theological Seminary and the 
author of THE WITNESS OF MATTHEW AND 
MARK TO CHRIST and THE WITNESS OF LUKE 
TO CHRIST (reviewed in June). He is 
also the editor of the INTERNATIONAL COM- 
MENTARY ON THE NEW TESTAMENT, a seven- 
teen volume work which is now in preparation 
{one volume on Luke has appeared). Scholars 
in Great Britain, Holland, South Africa, and 
America are collaborating on this project, and 
its approach will be quite different theolog- 
ically from that of the INTERPRETER’S BIBLE. 
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“as one sponsored from above and 
delegated with divine power needed 


for the mission of the church and its © 


own strengthening” (p. 19). In keep- 
ing with this perspective is both (1) 
rejection of certain apocalyptic ideas 
as fantastic and as impossible of 
affinity with the mind of Jesus and 
(2) the interpretation of the name 
Son of man as denoting “human 
weakness and that nothing human is 
alien to him” (p. 16). One also ob- 
serves that a contrast is drawn be- 
tween “the quiet joyful confidence” 


of the primitive church and the mood . 


of a later generation which is said 
to have been “depressed” by the 
thought of the judgment seat of 
Christ (cf. p. 6f.). 


In the long article of Vincent 
Taylor of Leeds on “The Life and 
Ministry oi Jesus” somewhat the 
same viewpoint is represented. His 
reconstruction is more complex, how- 
ever, because he judges that he can 
trace a development in Jesus’ thought. 
Taylor maintains that it is wrong to 
suppose that “Jesus looked for the 
end of history in the coming of a 
supernatural Son of man from 
Heaven, but not in holding that for 
Jesus the inbreaking of the kingdom 
was near” (p. 125). In the course 
of time, however, “through the failure 
of the mission, the fate of the Baptist, 
and his own profound meditation 
upon the servant teaching in Isaiah 
53, Jesus was led to seek a fuller 
and deeper interpretation of the doc- 
trine of the Son of man” (p. 126). 
This new interpretation, it is said, 
found expression especially in the 
conviction that the Son of man must 


‘ suffer. Taylor allows indeed that the 


prophecy of a return in glory may 
have been authentic, though one can- 
not take the gospel witness at this 
point at face value. Such a return 
may be regarded as having found 
fulfillment in the power of his Spirit, 
in the life of the church, and in the 
believer’s experience,” but even this 
does not exclude the thought of “a 
final consummation, impossible ‘to 
picture, irreverent to forecast” (p. 
136). Thus Taylor tones down the 
eschatological without quite denying 


God never reveals Himself to unbelief 





it and tends toward'a generally agnos- 
tic attitude... Ta 

Dean C. T. Craig of Drew Sem- 
inary, in his article on “The Teach- 
ing of Jesus,” Dean S. E. Johnson of 
the Church Divinity School of the 
Pacific in Berkeley in his exegesis of 
Matthew, and Professor F. C. Grant 
of Union Seminary of New York in 


-his exegesis of Mark, on the other 


hand, adopt a much more consistently 
eschatological interpretation of the 
Gospel. Dr. Craig, for example, main- 
tains that “the term Son of man does 
not refer to the lowly humanity of 
Jesus. He is the one who must suffer 
before he comes into his glory and 
the one who is decisive in the coming 
judgment” (p. 150). And he combats 
various reinterpretations of the escha- 
tological expectation including the 
liberal notion of the social gospel with 
its conception of the kingdom as “the 
Christian transfiguration of the social 
order” (p. 152). Grant also rejects 
the notion that the Son of man may 
mean “human being” (p. 679), but 
is nearer the older liberal position 
than Craig because he regards the 
apocalytic interpretation of Christ as 
the creation of the primitive church. 

A position like Craig’s is rather 
strong from the viewpoint of exegesis. 
And his acceptance of its substantial 
historicity is praiseworthy. But as a 
result he is confronted with virtually 
the same problem as the others who 
find this eschatological teaching un- 
congenial or unacceptable. It is dis- 
tressing to observe his comments on 
the “value and significance of Jesus’ 
teaching” on the kingdom. He thinks 
that conservatives and liberals of the 
older type find a stumbling block in 
that “the acceptance of the eschato- 
logical reading of the Gospels seems 
to mean that Jesus was mistaken at 
an important point” ‘(p. 153). His 
own escape from the embarrassment 
is as follows: 


But the man of faith should not be 
troubled that Jesus saw the finality 
of God’s redemption in foreshortened 
perspective. That fact affords but one 
more illustration that the Incarnation 
was real. Jesus’ belief in demon pos- 
session is another illustration. If Jesus 
did not share in the beliefs of his time, 
then the Incarnation was not real and 


(Continued on page 41) 
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A study of the thousands of families of subscribers to ETERNITY has revea'ed some inter- 
esting facts about the make-up of our constituency. A sampling of about ten per cent of 
our subscription list was given a long questionnaire, with items running to many phases of 
life. We know that the percentage of our readers who are high school and college 
graduates is far and away above the national average. We know that our subscribers run 
fewer second-hand cars than the national overage. We know what books they read and 


what their preferences are in many fields. 


We also know that over ninety per cent of our entire subscription list is divided almost 
equally between Baptists and Presbyterians. Our subscribers buy and read ten times as 
many books as the average family, nationally speaking. 

A combination of those two facts leads me to set before our highly intelligent readership 
an interesting series of books which have been published by the Missouri Synod Lutheran 
Church through their St. Louis headquarters, the Concordia Publishing House. 


IRST of all, let me recom- 
Pinena the most important life 
of Martin Luther which has 
appeared in any language in any 
century. During the last year or 
two there have been several vol- 
umes on Luther. The revival in 
interest in the great reformer has 
brought with it several biographies 
and studies, some of which have 
received very favorable reviews in 
religious and historical papers. 
Brt none of these can touch the 
edge of the book jacket of Luther 
and His Times, the Reformation 
from a New Perspective, by E. G. 
Schwiebert, professor of history in 
Wittenberg College, Springfield, 
Ohio. 
I was trained in history for sev- 
eral years in Europe, and set out 
in life to be a professor of history. 


I suppose that if I were to  suc- 
ecumb to any large temptation it 
might be that of neglect of my 
appointed tasks in order that I 
might read history. As a toper is 
moved by a bottle, so am I moved 
by a-volume of history, and many 
is the night that has been spent 
with a new. volume, well written 
and finely printed. It was so when 
this beautiful volume by Schwie- 
bert arrived. Before I had read 
many pages I knew that I had 
found a masterpiece, and I believe 
that it is safe to say that this is 
the definitive biography of Luther. 

The book is a large one (752 
pages plus 130 pages of notes), and 
packed with interesting reading. 

I had not known that Luther 
might be termed the creator of 
religious tracts, nor had I realized 
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By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


that the Roman Catholic church 
had offered to make him a cardinal 
if he would return and submit 
himself to the Papacy. Never have 
I so clearly seen the great transi- 
tion that took place in Martin 
Luther as it is set forth here, from 
the time when God seemed to’ him 
like ‘‘an angry judge sitting upon 
a rainbow,’’ down to the time when 
God was seen as fully propitiated 
by the work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and justifying. man apart 
from the works of the law. Luther 
grows upon one as a man totally 
committed to the Word of God, 
and his break with his teachers is 
clearly seen as rising from the 
clear insight that he had into the 
Bible. ; 

One of the very. important 
services which this volume renders 
is the careful scrutiny and ap- 
praisal of all the works which have 
been written by Romanist his- 
torians, and an analysis of their 
works in the light of history in a 
way which makes it possible to set 
aside most of what they write as 
being unhistorical. For example, 
he is able to say of Oldecop’s con- 
temporary chronicle, ‘‘His mater- 
ials even when checked with the 
researches of his own fellow- 
Catholic historians, do not bear 
close inspection. He was wrong on 
much that he claimed to have 
learned in Rome, while on the 
Luther material his confusion re- 
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veals sheer care'essness, if not 
wilful misrepresentation. In some 
eases not even a poor memory 
could excuse such flagrant abuses 
of truth.’’ And then there follow 
examples of distortion of facts 
which demonstrate his points. I 
am so enamored of this volume 
that I hope to write an entire ar- 
ticle on it at some future time and 
share some of its riches with our 
readers, who may not be able to 
buy such a large volume or have 
the time to go through it for them- 
selves. I am sorry for them that 
they cannot get the joy that comes 
from the reading of such good 
history. 

Two volumes of theological es- 
says were recently published by 
Concordia under the title, The 
Abiding Word. These cover all 
the principal doctrines of the 
Christian faith and some of them 
are of excellent value. About ten 
years ago the Missouri Synod of 
the Lutheran Church began to 
look forward to the centennial of 
its foundation. In honor of that 
event its leading ministers and 
professors began to prepare essays 
on all phases of the doctrine and 
ordinances of the church, and of 
ecclesiastical polity. These essays 
were delivered at conventions and 
other meetings throughout the 
church in 1947, the year of the 
centennial. Afterwards the essays 
were collected by Professor Theo- 
dore Laetsch, of Concordia Semin- 
ary, and after careful editing, they 
have been published in these two 
splendid volumes. I wish to draw 
the attention of evangelical schol- 
ars, preachers, and interested lay- 
men to the storehouse of real value 
that is contained in the more than 
twelve hundred pages of work in 
these volumes. : 

‘It goes without saying that all 
of the essays are not of equal 
value. It may be permitted, even, 
that we raise our eyebrows very 
high at the obtuse psychology 
which would permit the serious 
preparation, delivery, and publi- 
cation of an essay under the title, 
“The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, the True Visible Church 
of Christ.’’ While the essay does 
begin with the clear teaching that 
the real Church of Christ is in- 
visible, it proceeds, with a psy- 
chology that is almost Roman 
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Catholic, to declare a doctrine of 
an outward, visible church that is 
a true church, and then to equate 
that church with a single denomi- 
nation which exists largely in the 
Mississippi Valley. We may hope 
that this is but a sign of growing 
pains, and that long, long before 
a second centennial the leaders 
will have learned to place the em- 
phasis on the invisible, and to 
know that the visible church will 
always have tares in the midst of 
the wheat, no matter where the 
grain is growing. 

But aside from such an essay, 
and. the few others which would 
not: find universal acceptance in 
the true churches of all denomina- 
tions, there is a solid mass of 
material which holds to the funda- 
mentals of the Christian faith in 
a strong, scholarly way which is 
admirable. Let me say right here 
that no other denomination in 
America could have produced such 
a series of essays, so uniformly 
fvndamental, scholarly, clear, and 
simple; and_ Biblical. throughout. 
Some of the essays. which I have 
found of special value are the fol- 
lowing: The Doctrine of Creation, 


_by G. Viehweg; The Person of 


Christ, by Louis E. Roehm; The 
Person of the Holy Ghost, by G. 
Hageman; The Clearness and Suf- 
ficiency of Seripture, by P. 
Schumm; The Proper Use of the 





Bible, by H. Roepe; The Use of 
God’s Word ‘in the Home, by A. F: 
Miller; Forgiveness of Sin, by 
R.:'C. Rein; Conversion, by W. H. 
Wente; Faith, by E. L. Wilson; 
The Certainty of Salvation, by 
A. E. Wagner; Prayer, by C. H. 
Behnke; and Dangers Confronting 
the Chureh Today, by Carl 8. 
Mundinger. All of these are in the 
first of the two volumes, which 
also includes other studies which 
I have found of lesser value. It is 
unfortunate that the writers some- 
times show an unawareness of 
works that exist outside their own 
rather narrow limits. This lacuna 
is especially noticeable in the two 
or three chapters which refer to 
prophetic events. The writers show 
an inbreeding which vitiates this 
phase of the work. 


In the second volume there are 
also studies of great value. I 
have found special worth in the 
following: Holy Seripture the 
Word of God; The Nature and 
Attributes of God, also, Tempta- 
tion, both by R. R. Caemmerer ; The 
Providence of God, by Paul F. 
Bente; Office, or Work of Christ, 
by Oswald: C. J. Hoffmann; Sin, 
by Th. F. A. Nickel; The Grace of 
God, by Theo. Hoyer; the Doctrine 
of Justification, by Wm. Arndt; 
The Gospel, by Siegbert W. Becker ; 

(Continued on page 43) 
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BLAIKLOCK 


THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS 


CHAPTER I 





PARTNERS IN CHRIST 


VERSES 3-6 
I give thanks to my God on every 
remembrance of you, always, in 
every prayer I pray, on behalf of 
all of you making my petition with 
joy, because of your fellowship in 
the furtherance of the Gospel, from 
the first day until now, firmly con- 
fident in this that the one who 
began a good work in you will 
carry it to perfection until the 
day of Jesus Christ. ~ 


It is worth noting in this chap- 
ter how Paul stresses his love for 
‘‘all,’’ for ‘‘every one’’ of those 
at Philippi. The number of such 
expressions down to verse 11 
should be counted. Add expressions 
of partnership (vs. 5, 7), and the 
theme of verses 9 and 10, and. we 
see the writer delicately preparing 
the way for his plea for unity, and 
the final mention of two offenders’ 
names (4:2). ‘‘ Every remembrance 
of you,’’ could be turned, if the 
genitive were regarded as sub- 

jective and not objective, as ‘‘your 


every remembrance (of me).”’ 
This, however, hardly fits the 
theme. That thought ‘emerges 


rather later in the phrase ‘‘your 
fellowship in the furtherance of 
the Gospel.’’ By prayer and sus- 
tenance, by love and ready sym- 
pathy, those in Philippi had helped 
Paul. ‘‘ And now’’ says he in effect, 
**T am firmly confident in this, that 
God who began a divine work in 
yyou (the term is a ritual one), will 
bring it to perfection.’’ The touch 
of anxiety and earnest exhortation 
peeps forth again. Epaphroditus 
has saddened him a little with 
néws from Macedonia. Paul saw 
his Galatians slip from their first 
love.. He writes with care for 
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Philippi but veiling all reproach 
in the tenderest of speech. His 
‘‘firm confidence’’ will sustain 
them. And so he hastens to add as 
follows. 


PARTNERS IN SORROW 
VERSE 7 


Just as it is right that I should 
have this thought for you, for all 
of you, because I have you in my 
heart, my partners, all of you in 
God’s grace in my imprisonment 
and in my defense and confirma- 
tion of the Gospel. 


So he reminds them, again 
with exquisite tact, that he is a 
prisoner, and God’s champion 
engaged in a mighty task. They 
must support him ‘‘all of them.’’ 


CHRISTIAN DISCERNMENT 
VERSES 8-11 


For God is my witness how I long 
for all of you,. with the love of 
Jesus Christ. And this is another 
prayer I pray, that your.love may 
merease moré and more in dis- 
cernment ard-dil manner of tact, 
so that you may-judge of right 
and wrong, be sincere and safe 
from stumbling, until the day of 
Christ, filling out the fruit of the 
righteousness that come’ through 
Christ Jesus, that God may have 
glory and praise. 


The translation of verse 9 
simply modernizes the Authorized 
Version. We might say ‘‘with the 
heart of Christ Jesus’’ — with 
which the apostle’s was identified. 
And then, says hé, here is a further 
subject of my: “prayers, and pro- 
ceeds to a progression of ideas 
which involves all Christian living. 
Discernment and tact are the fruit 


Grace resisted is dangerous 


of Christian love. Obtuseness and 
heavy-handedness so often thrive 
in cold, loveless lives. Discernment 
and tact are needed if we are ac- 
curately to judge right and wrong. 
The Authorized Version here is 
certainly wrong. The words mean 
literally ‘‘test out things which 
differ.’’ The verb is the verb of 
Romans 12:2, ‘‘prove what is that 
good, acceptable and perfect will 
of God.’’ It referred in Greek to 
auditing and scrutinizing the ac- 
counts and conduct of office. The 
Authorized Version assumed that 
‘*things which differ’’ meant things 
which are better than ordinary. 
‘‘Things which differ’’ are, surely, 
ethical opposites. The Christian 
life is full of such problems. We 
need discernment and tact to deal 
with them. Only thus may we be 
sincere and free from stumbling. 
. The word translated ‘‘sincere’’ 
is puzzling and means ‘‘tried in 
the sun’s warmth.’’ The metaphor 
probably arises from the power of 
the sun’s warmth to reveal corrup- 
tion. ‘‘Sound’’ or ‘‘ without corrup- 
tion’’ would probably gonvey the 
idea. But the series continues. Only 
with such saving graces can we 
produce the fruit of righteousness. 
“‘Filling out the fruit’’ means 
probably what it says. We must 
swell the grapes of the vine of 
which we are the branches. He is 
the stem. Only thus, supreme and 
final object, ‘‘may God be glorified 
and God be praised.’’ 


“OUT OF THE EATER” 

VERSES 12-14 
IT want you to understand, my 
brethren, that the things which 
have happened to me have turned 
out rather to the furtherance of 
the Gospel, so that in the whole 
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Praetorium my detention is recog- 
nized as being for Christ’s sake. 
So, too, all the rest regard it, so 
that, most of the brethren in the 
Lord, winning confidence through 
my imprisonment, speak with more 
abundant daring, fearlessly indeed, 
the Word of God. 


Misfortune has turned out 
‘‘rather’’ to the advancement of 
the Gospel. Hostile critics had de- 
duced error from Paul’s fate. In- 
stead, out of apparent evil, God 
had brought good. The root mean- 
ing of the word translated ‘‘fur- 
therance’’ is ‘‘a cutting forward.’’ 
It might be translated ‘‘pioneer- 
ing’’ for that word derives from 
the French for a ‘‘pick,’’ and 
refers to the rough-hewing of a 
land by the pick and axe men of 
an advancing civilization. Paul was 
‘‘breaking new ground,’’ strange 
new ground in that cosmopolitan 
body of tough mercenaries who 
formed the corps elite of the Roman 
army, and guarded Caesar’s per- 
son. They were the chosen and 
pampered S.S. Guards of that 
totalitarian regime. It is best to 
take the word Praetorium as a 
reference to this legion or to its 
camp. Mommsen’s suggestion ‘that 
the reference is to the court, which 
included among its assessors both 
Prefects of the Guard is not gen- 
erally accepted. Paul’s case ap- 
pears to be going well. He is not 
the first prisoner who has given 
free men confidence. From Joseph 
to the Baptist, from Jeremiah to 
John, imprisonment has provided 
some of the most inspiring pages 
of Scripture. Bunyan and Nie- 
moller are in a brave tradition. 
The suggestion in the last phrase 
is of conversation’ rather than 
formal preaching.-One can be as 
important as the other in Christian 
witness. The following verse con- 
tains the more common word for 
““preach.’’ 


“€HRISTIANITY AND...” 
VERSES 15-18 


Some, indeed, preach Christ out 
of envy and rivalry, and others 
out of goodwill. Love is their 
motive for they know that I am 
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appointed to defend the Gospel. 
Those others proclaim Christ out 
of party spirit, insincerely, think- 
ang to awaken suffering for me 
here in prison. What of it? Just 
this. In one way or another, 
whether it be for a mere excuse, or 
in purity of motive, Christ ts 
preached. In that I rejoice and 
shall go on rejoicing. 


Who were these first ancestors 
of sectarianism? Some say the 
Judaizers who dogged Paul’s steps, 
fought his vision of a world faith, 
and sought to limit the purposes 
of God to one people, as their de- 
séendants seek to limit them to a 
eult or a denomination. Paul, 
magnanimously enough, seems to 
have seen a propaganda value in 


their efforts for all their self-. 


glorificatign and insincerity. It is 
not always so easy to view such 
corrupt preaching with equanimity. 
Such sectaries brought disaster to 
the Galatian church. A second 
suggestion finds Paul’s spiritual 
persecutors in the old teachers of 
the church at Rome. Many a pet 
doctrine may have died before 
Paul’s authoritative elucidation of 
the faith. Pet doctrines are the 
hardest things in the world to give 
up, and Paul, a man learned in two 
cultures, may not have been one 
who suffered fools gladly. It is sad- 
dening to find human nature so 
obtrusive so near in time to Cal- 
vary. Is there more excuse today? 
The eternal cross, after all, tran- 
seends history and geography. Its 
Christ is Now and HERE. Let us be 
eareful not to proclaim him as 
‘‘a mere excuse,’’ covering with 
His name the exposition of our 
own ideas, or the exaltation of our 
own persons. As Screwtape says, 
it is ‘‘Christianity and .. .’’ that 
the devils love. 


CHRIST MAGNIFIED 
VERSES 19 and 20 


For I know that this shall turn out 
victoriously for me, because of your 
intercession, in the rich, free pres- 
ence of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
for I intensely long and hope not 
to be put to shame, but that now, 
as ever, in all freedom of speech, 


Blessings are not given to be hoarded 









Christ shall be magnified in my 
person, whether that person live or 
die. 

Paul’s confidence is based on 
the prayer of others and his own 
knowledge of God. The word trans- 
lated ‘‘supply’’ in the A.V. would 
rouse in a Greek the memory of an 
Athenian custom. The Chorus for 
an Attic dramatic festival was al- 
ways trained and equipped by the 
generosity of rich citizens. It was 
considered a point of honor to 
perform this public service regard- 
less of expense, and so the word 
choregia gathered to itself associa- 
tions of abundance and generosity. 
Paul here uses a compound of this 
word and the rendering suggested 
above is intended to reproduce in 
English the associations of the 
Greek word. The A.V. word ‘‘sup- 
ply’’ suggests rather merchandise 
and commissariat than gener- 
ous, abundant wealth. Paul’s word 
for ‘‘intense longing’’ is a common 
Greek word which contains the idea 
of stretching forward the head, the 
idea of fixed and tiptoe expecta- 
tion. In a famous Greek play, the 
Agamemnon of Aeschylus a watch- 
man is shown on the palace roof at 
Argos. The fall of Troy had been 
ten long years in coming. It had 
been arranged that beacons should 
relay the news to Greece. The blaze 
of Troy was to light a beacon on 
Gallipolj. Athos was to see the 
blaze and light its pile of bracken. 
On to Thermopylae, to Corinth, to 
Argos the flame was to leap, urgent 
with the great tidings. The watch- 
man uses Paul’s word to express 
his intense yearning for the ending 
of his vigil. Such a watch Paul 
kept for all temptation, for all 
guidance. He hoped that he would 
not be put to shame but that Christ, 
in him, might be made ‘‘to appear 
great.’’ How many of us make Him 
‘‘appear small.’’ He, after all, is 
judged by us. His words are pro- 
claimed, are proved and tested by 
our living. He, in us, is put to 
shame. The pity of it! 


LIFE IS CHRIST . 
VERSES 21-26 


For me living is Christ and death 
is gain. If life in the flesh is my 
(Continued on page 40) 
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EDITORIALS 


The Holy Spirit In Your Church 


An Unswerving Stand 


Man’s Works Smell of Time 


. WELCOME TO PAUL 


Several months ago, at the bottom 
of one of the pages of this magazine, 
we published a sentence sermon in 
the form of a question, ‘‘ Would the 
apostle Paul be we‘come in your 
church today ?’’ 

One of our subscribers—and I 
am delighted with this use of our 
material—reprinted the sentence at 
the head of a mimeographed sheet 
that he was circulating among some 
of his fellow Christians. He gave 
proper credit to this magazine, and 
I would give proper credit to him, 
Harvey Miller, a layman of Erie, 
Penna., for his comments on our 
question. 

“‘The apostle Paul,’’ he writes, 
“*was not the head of any movement, 
or connected with any earthly or- 
ganization. His headquarters were 
Heaven.’’ There can be no doubt 
about it: Paul would be very un- 
welcome in any church which puts 
organization ahead of spiritual 
things. Some people are more inter- 
ested in the statistics for head- 
quarters than they are in the ré- 
sults which the Holy Spirit is to 
see. Paul, because Paul was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, would not 
have been interested in any such 
tendencies, and his presence, because 
he typified the leading of the Spirit, 
would have been unwelcome among 
those who live for organization. 

“If the spirit of Nicolaitanism, 
that is, bossism of the people, were 
in the midst,’’ our friend from Erie 
writes, ‘‘The apostle Paul would re- 
buke it.’’ And that he would. 





A Well-Ordered Life 


. 


Though it was Peter who told the 
elders that they were not to ‘‘lord 
it over God’s heritage,’’ the apostle 
Paul weuld have talked in the same 
way. Was it not he whg wrote the 
Philippians that among all the 
young preachers he knew he could 
send them only Timothy, who would 
naturally care for their state, but 
that the others sought their own and 
not the things that are Jesus 
Christ’s? (Phil. 2:20, 21). Paul 
would certainly have rebuked the 
tendency which makes a man into 
a deacon who wants to rule the 
roost or a board secretary who wants 
to lord it over the preacher in the 
little church who gets part of his 
salary from the denomination. 

“‘If there were any who stood 
condemned,’’ this writer continues, 
‘‘like Peter at Antioch as recorded 
in the second chapter of Galatians, 
Paul would resist him to his face.’’ 
And that he would. For Paul fought 
hard against any who wished to 
turn the doctrine of grace into a 
mixture of grace. and works. He 
knew that the moment that grace 
was adulterated with anything else 
in the world it ceased to be pure 
grace and became a horrible thing 
that is an abomination to the Lord. 
I read the other day of a judge who, 
rendering a verdict in a divorce 
ease, said, ‘‘A woman is chaste or 
she is not chaste. You cannot say 
that a woman is eighty per cent 
chaste.’’ So it is with the doctrine 
of the grace of God. It is all or 
nothing at all. 

And so it goes. If you would wel- 
come Paul into your church, you 





Pray hardest when you find it hardest to pray 





would be welcoming the Holy Spirit, 
and if the Holy Spirit came in, all 
things would be run in accordance 
with the Word of God and the ways 
of God. 


PERSECUTION 

It has become the custom when 
there is a death in the family of any 
employee in an office, to take up a 
collection among the other employees 
to send: flowers as a mark of cour- 
tesy. It has become a widespread 
custom, commanded by the Roman 
Catholic priests, that Catholics shall 
take the money that is collected and 
give it to the priests to say a mass 
for the repose of the soul of the dead 
one. Some time ago in my New York 
Bible class I advised my hearers not 
to partake in such a blasphemy. We 
know that the Bible teaches that the 
issues of eternity are settled in this 
life. We know that prayers for the 
dead are not Scriptural and that God 
does not hear them. We cannot par- 
ticipate with our money in a Roman 
Catholic mass in which a piece of 
bread is supposed to be turned into 
Jesus, and then killed by the priest as 
the atonement for the sins of a per- 
son who is supposedly in a place 
called purgatory. 

Recently, in a New York office, a 
collection was taken “for flowers.” 
After the collection was taken the an- 
nouncement was made that the money 
would be given for a mass. Upon 
this a Christian employee stepped 
forward and withdrew the money 
which she had placed in the collec- 
tion, and stated that she could not 
participate in such a matter. A storm 
was raised and finally on her person- 
nel record was inscribed that she did 
not tolerate and respect other peo- 
ple’s religion. It is a nasty little piece 
of blackmail, and one which a Chris- 
tian must take as the persecution 
which God said would be ours if we 
walked Godly before Him (2 Tim. 
3:12). Imagine what would happen 
if a similar collection were taken 
“for flowers” and then an employee 
announced that instead of spending 
the money for that purpose he had 
decided to give it to the Communist 
Party, which, he could well maintain, 
was his religion. 

There is far too great a tendency 
to compromise in these days, and 
Christians must be on the alert to 
take an unswerving stand in even the 
smallest matter in which the honor 
of the Lord is involved. Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego were willing 
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to go to the fiery furnace rather than 


' bow before Nebuchadnezzar’s golden 


image. They said to the king, “O, 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful 
to answer thee in this matter. If it be 
so, our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and He will deliver us out 
of thine hand, O king. But if not, 
be it known unto thee, O king, that 
we will not serve thy gods, nor wor- 
ship the golden image which thou 
hast set up” (Daniel 3:16-18). The 
king was “full of fury” but when 
the three were cast into ‘the fiery 
furnace there was a fourth whose 
form was like unto the Son of God. 
We may be sure that if we are will- 
ing to stand for our principles, the 
Lord will be with us in the midst of 
the trial. 


DATED 

Everything that man does bears 
upon it the mark of time. We are 
dated. Only that which comes from 
God can have the quality of 
eternity. I have prepared a series 
of expository messages. and, as I 
have given them over the radio, 
have sought to have them free from 
any sentence which would date 
them, so that if I wished to repeat 
the series over another radio sta- 
tion a year, or five years later, 
they would still be fresh. But some- 
thing always happens to make this 
impossible. 

The latest example that has 
come to my mind is something 
in connection with my new vol- 
ume, Man’s Ruin. The studies 
were originally broadcast, but 
when they came to be prepared 
for presentation in book form, they 
were most carefully combed for 
anything that would date them, 
‘and were edited afresh to give them 
-a quality that would let them 
remain contemporary as long as 
possible. The volume was seen 
through its proof corrections, and 
the final consent was given for 
printing. With eager expectation 
the first copy was awaited. The 
feeling of an author on seeing the 
first copy of a new book is not 
unlike that of a father seeing a 
new baby. 

It was on a winter day that I 
received my mail with the first copy 
of the new book, and with it my 
copy of the New York Times for 
the day. Black headlines pro- 
claimed the death of George VI 
and the accession of Queen Eliza- 
beth II. I thought of my many 
friends in Britain, and felt with 
them in their great sorrow. Then 
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I opened my new book with a 
feeling of fatherly pride, and my 
eye lighted on the following: ‘‘The 
whole point of the difference is that. 
Solomon’s line was the royal line 
and Nathan’s line was the legal 
line. For. example, the | present 
king of England has an older 
brother, now the Duke of Windsor, 
who had a prior claim to the throne 
of Britain .. .’’ 

My heart had a revulsion of joy, 
for my mind had carried over in- 
stantly to the spiritual lesson. 
Man’s works all smell of time, but 
the Word of the Lord abideth for- 
ever. The mind works in odd 
movements at times, and I found 
myself thinking of an incident that 
took place a year or so ago. Our 
best set of china was purchased 
in England, and we bought no cups 
and saucers with the set, other than 
the demitasses. Later, feeling the 
need of larger cups, and not being 
able to match them, I bought one 
antique cup and saucer of one type 
—a Wedgewood, and then another 
and another, of different types, 
Dresden, Meissen, Coalport, Rock- 
ingham, and so on. I was in no 
hurry and waited for utter bar- 
gains as I traveled. Finally, in 
Rome, I chanced upon a capo de 
monti, with cover. It was in a small 
shop, in an obscure street, and at 
a merely nominal cost. Gladly I 
had it packed and brought it home, 
almost in my hands. Showing it to 
friends the day of my arrival I 
dropped the cover to the floor and 
it broke in three pieces. I can re- 
member yet the feeling of utter 
trrumph as my heart said, even 
while friends and family were 


looking narrowly at me ‘to see my — 


reaction, ‘‘Lord, it doesn’t matter 


the slightest bit. All things shall 


pass. 
The cover has been mended and 
one must look to see the crack 
which I know is there. The volume 
will be corrected in the next print- 
ing to call George VI the ‘‘late’’ 
king. And in our hearts we shall 
continue to realize that nothing 
which starts with us can be any- 
thing but dated. Only the Lord and 
that which comes from Him is 
eternal. 
LOVE AND ORDER 
Love brings order into the life. 
This was illustrated recently by a 
paragraph of a letter which was 
shown me by a friend. A young 
woman had been the victim of a 
terrible deception and her home had 
been broken by the departure of 
the husband. There had, naturally, 


—- 


been a great emotional upset and 
this had lasted for several years. 
Then suddenly she was freed and 
soon was beloved by an honest, . 
Christian man with whom she also’ 
fell in love. neh i: 

She wrote to her friend: ‘‘I am 
so busy these days. Everything is 
being organized. The house will be 
cleaned now, but all the closets and 
personal belongings must be-put in 
order by me. There are hundreds of 
things I must do that I have put off 
doing for years, because of my com- 
pletely disrupted life, little things 
like filing away the photos and other 
things the children might want some 
eee 

Diaoeder in a disrupted life; order 
in a life that was filled with love. 
There is a great lesson here. The 
inner life of every Christian will 
inevitably follow this pattern with 
relation to the Lord. Are you living 
a disrupted life with no true fellow- 
ship with the Saviour? That is the 
explanation of the chaos in every- 
thing you, do. Loose ends and 
ill-done tasks come from lack of 
surrender to Him. But let the knowl- 
edge of His love come in and 
possess you and immediately there 
will be order in every part of the 
life. Perhaps you need to sing today 
with Bishop Moule: 

Come in, O come! the door stands 

open now; : 
I knew Thy voice; Lord Jesus, it was 
Thou; ~ 
The sun has set lon& since; the storms 


begin ; 3 
Tis time for..Thee, my Saviour, O 
come in! 


Alas, ill-ordered shews the dreary 


room ; 2 : : 
The household-stuff lies heap’d amidst 


the gloom, 
The table empty stands, the couch 
undress’d ; ; 
Ah, what a welcome for th Eternal 
~ Guest! 


Yet welcome, and tonight; this doleful 


scene é 2 
Is e’en itself my cause to hail Thee in; 
This dark confusion e’en at once 


lemands 
Thine own bright presence, Lord, and 
ord’ring hands. 
I seek no more to alter things, or mend, 
Before the coming of so great a 
Friend ; : 

All were at best unseemly ; and ’twere 
ill ‘5 
Beyond all else to keep Thee waiting 

still. 


Come, not daa but make this 
troubled heart 
A dwelling worthy of Thee as Thou 


art; 
To chase the gloom, the terror, and 


the sin; 
Come, all Thyself, yea come, Lord 
Jesus, in! 


Are your friends reminded of God by the way you live? 15 
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My recent visit to Korea 


brought me face to face with con- 
ditions in that country and helped 


me to realize anew the misunder- 
standings which so many have in 
this land as to what is going on in 


at War 


that unhappy little land. 


First. as to its Inasmuch as I am a resident 
Size and Population of Tennessee, I usually com- 

pare Korea with that state. 
Imagine Tennessee turned up on one end and then 
imagine a gigantic hand pulling great pieces of terri- 
tory from the west side so as to reduce the area by 
about one third and at the same time cause a very 
heavily indented, coast line on the west, and you 
have a picture of the size of Korea. However, in 
addition to the three million people who live in 
Tennessee you must add twenty-two million more to 
bring the population up to the right amount. Then 
imagine an arbitrary line drawn across the state 
from Chattanooga through Nashville and Knoxville 
and understand that north of that everyone is called 
a Communist and south of it they are all Republi- 
eans. That is what Korea is today and what the 
negotiations now being carried on are looking forward 
to making an established fact. As far as can be seen 
at present, it will simply mean that north of this 
imaginary line will become a training ground and 
indoctrination center for Communists who can at will 
eross the line that is to be drawn across rough and 
almost uninhabited mountain ranges. Infiltration will 
be a comparatively easy matter with the formation 
of Communist cells below the dividing line in readi- 
ness for the beginning of a ‘‘ popular uprising’’ at the 
command of Stalin and the taking over of the whole 
of the country. 


However, I must not indulge too much in prophe- 
sying what is to take place in the future. I will con- 
fine myself to setting down some of the outstanding 
impressions that I received during my recent visit. 


Giving is the barometer of the Christian’s love 





The Whole Nation is at War Several times people 

have said to me, 
‘‘Why do we keep our boys over there fighting for 
the Koreans while they do not do anything for them- 
selves?’’ As soon as I had left: the plane at Pusan 
Airport I realized that I was in a country at war. 
Soldiers in’ uniform, barbed wire entanglements, 
trucks and jeeps, ambulances, and equipment of all 
kinds were the first things that met the eye and as 
we drove into the City of Pusan, the warlike atmos- 
phere was only strengthened. You are given the im- 
pression that everybody who is usable is being pressed 
into service. Conscription -is in force and all the able- 
bodied young men are being taken into the Korean 
Army. In the cities many men in uniform are on 
the streets and many women also. One of the new 
features is the policing of the traffic, which is done 
almost entirely by Korean women in smart khaki 
uniforms. I learned that they are nearly all wives 
or widows of men in the army and are proving to be 
very satisfactory. Out in the country almost every- 
where the main highways are being widened and re- 
paired under U. S. supervision and engineering, in 
order to provide for the streams of trucks and cars 
which are transporting men and materials in large 
quantities. Here again I saw something that I had 
never before seen in Korea—the work on the roads 
to a very large extent was being carried on by elderly 
men and the women who were strong enough to wield 
hoes and rakes. When I learned of the difficulties 
under which the Korean government was carrying 
on and the gigantic problems which are being faced 
in almost every department, I could not but feel 
admiration for the wholehearted way in which the 
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Korean people are putting their nation and resources 
into the struggle. 


The Magnitude of the Effort being carried on by 
the U.S.A. and the 
U.N. forces was another thing that left an indelible 
impression on my mind. The mountains of equipment 
of all kinds caused me to wonder how it was ever 
possible to transport them all from this country— 
locomotives and railroad equipment, bulldozers and 
earth-moving machinery, electric equipment of all 
kinds, countless trucks, ambulances, jeeps, together 
with all the engines of war and military supplies. In 
every village little boys and girls were selling the 
familiar five-cent candy bars of many varieties and 
wherever we went we saw articles of one kind and 
another which had been sent in from overseas. 


The relief work being carried on is enormous, as it 
has to be, because of the terrible destruction which 
the country has suffered. World Christian Service 
and the various missions and missionaries in the 
eountry are all receiving large amounts of clothing 
which are being distributed and for which there is 
dire need almost everywhere. The U.N. teams in each 
of the provinces in Southern Korea are doing splendid 
work in various departments. In my old mission 
station, where the houses are now largely taken over 
by the U.N. team, I found an American Colonel in 
charge, with representatives of various countries 
working under him; Danish nurses were assisting in 
the hospitals to see that the proper standards were 





Dr. Soltau, for many years a missionary in Korea, recently returned 
to his church in Memphis, Tenn., after a visit to Japan and Korea. 








being maintained; a French civilian was in charge 
of relief and was in charge of the lumber and tile 
which were being given out to people whose homes 
had been destroyed in the bombings and fires; one 
American Major was transportation officer to see 
that the sufficient number of box cars was available 
to bring in the seed for the crops in the spring and 
to move the harvested crops in the fall; others were 
working to improve the strains of the cattle and 
chickens, which had been very largely killed off dur- 
ing the fighting ; others were in charge of the refugee 
settlements which are to be found in every city, for 
not less than 4,000,000 have fled from the Red peril 
north of the 38th Parallel and from Seoul, the capital, 
which was evacuated and to which the majority of 
the people have not yet-returned. Many of these 
refugees are being fed by the Korean government 
and through the offices of the U.N., and the amount 
of relief work that is absolutely necessary is stag- 
gering. 


The Destruction which has been so systematically 

and ruthlessly carried out by the 
Communist armies is something which has to be seen 
to be grasped. With the exception of the bridgehead 
held by our troops during the anxious days soon after 
the beginning of the war, the entire country has been 
swept over by the Communist armies who left in their 
wake a trail of devastation. As I drove in trucks and 
jeeps. over the main roads between Taegu, which was 
the most northerly point of the bridgehead, and Seoul, 
we passed through village after village and town after 

(Continued on page 33) 
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si July 1 
ISAAC CALLED JACOB..AND. BLESSED HIM 
(28:1) se 

Better late than never. If Isaac had called 
Jacob in the first place, there would not 
have been the trouble through which all of 
the family passed. But now Isaac has passed 
through his great experience with God. He 
has known the exceeding great trembling 
of the earthquake in his soul, and has sur- 
rendered to the will of God. Henceforth he 
will be submitted to that will and will turn 
toward Jacob. True faith will not make the 
same mistake twice. It is to this end that 
God is forced to keep sending us troubles. 
It is tribulation that worketh patience 
(Rom. 5:13), and the trial of our faith is 
seen by God as something much more 
precious than gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried in the fire (1 Pet. 1:7). And thus 
it will one day seem,to us. Happy the man 
who early learns that the sufferings of the 
present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory that shall be revealed in us 
(Rom. 8:18). 

LORD, EARLY MAY WE KNOW THE JOY OF 
FOLLOWING THEE. 

July 2 
THOU SHALT NOT TAKE A WIFE OF THE 
DAUGHTERS OF CANAAN (28:1) 

The Lord wants no mixtures, and the 
seed of the line of Christ must not be mixed 
with the seed of the line of cursed Ham. 
Adulteration is adultery. Marriage is the 
symbol of the union of the believer with 
the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. 5:21-32). 
Furthermore, the true Christian home is 
the simplest form of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. He has told us, “Where two or 
three are gathered together in My name, 
there am I” (Mt. 18:20). Whenever there 
is a wedding in which two believers are 
joined together in marriage it is the perfect 
gathering of two in the name of the Lord. 
He is there beyond question, and when the 
newly-weds take their home to their house 
they have established a church in the midst 
of a pagan world that lives for its own 
lusts. The example of that Christian home 
can be a real witness for the Lord. 

LORD, BLESS US IN OUR HOMES. 


18 ; The Christian has no business that is not God’s business 
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July 3 
TAKE THEE A WIFE FROM THENCE (28:2) 

Isaac and his family were living in the 
midst of a Hamite world, and the call to 
his son to go back to Padan-arani, to the 
house of Bethuel, Jacob’s mother’s’ father, 
was a call to form no alliance with Ham 
but to seek for a wife who was of the 
daughters of Shem, in the line of blessing. 
Even though this trip had been thought up 
by Rebekah in order to get her son out of 
danger of death at the hand of Esau, and a 
further deceit was being practiced on Isaac, 
it was a good thing, and shows how the 
sovereignty of God can stoop to use the 
evil actions of men for His ultimate glory. 
Isaac showed some spiritual stature in con- 
senting at once. And, of course, it was good 
for Jacob in every way. Leaving home was 
going to be the making of him. A man 
can never be truly judged until you meet 
the woman he loves. One glance at her 
will reveal to you much of the inward 
character of the man. Has he chosen 
according to the flesh or the spirit? 

LORD, KEEP US UNSPOTTED FROM THE 
WORLD. 

July 4 
AND GOD ALMIGHTY BLESS THEE (28:3) 

It is most interesting to hear this name 
of God on the lips of Isaac. The Hebrew is 
El Shaddai, and this is the name of God 
which he revealed to Abraham (17:1) 
when He appeared to Him saying, “Walk 
before Me, and be thou perfect, and I will 
make My covenant between Me and thee, 
and will multiply thee exceedingly.” This 
is the name which sets God forth as the 
nourisher of ‘His people. This shows us 
that Abraham had taught these spiritual 
truths to Isaac, and now we find that Isaac 
is passing these truths on to Jacob. These 
men had a great sense of the truth of the 
covenant and all that was involved therein. 
They may not—almost certainly, did not— 
have a complete knowledge of all that was 
involved, as we do who live on this side 
of the cross, and who have the Holy Spirit 
dwelling within us to teach us spiritual 
truths. 

LORD, MAY WE PASS THE TRUTH ON TO OUR 
CHILDREN. 





“have the Word of God it is our privilege 


July 5 
MAKE THEE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY THEE 
(28:3) 

The last barrier is gone from the heart - 
of Isaac. He is now completely in the will 
of the Lord. The blessing which he gives 
his son is the blessing of the covenant. We 
may be sure that above and beyond the 
words of this blessing there was given to 
Jacob the knowledge of the Lord’s dealings 
with Abraham>In the words of this bless- 
ing we find the’ definite promises which 
God made to Abraham when He first re- 
vealed Himself as El Shaddai and made 
the covenant which promised fruitfulness 
and multiplied seed. Here we see that these 
promises were accepted by faith and passed 
on to the line of the seed of the woman 
(Gen. 3:15). The flat appropriation of the 
promises of God is one of the greatest 
marks of spiritual growth. As long as we 


to lay hold on such promises. Even more 
than our privilege it is our plain duty to do 
so; for this cause God gave the promises 
and made the covenant. 
LORD, MAY WE APPROPRIATE. 
July 6 
GIVE THEE THE BLESSING OF ABRAHAM (28:4) 
The more I study the Word of God the 
more I am convinced that the day the 
Lord appeared to Abraham and made him 
the covenant of promise was the most im- 
portant day in the history of the human 
race with the.exception of the days that 
fulfilled: the covenant in Jesus Christ. 
Nothing before or since can compare with 
what happened that day. All the principles 
of divine blessing are tied up in God’s work 
with Abraham, and God has never done 
anything with any soul that was not pre- 
figured in what He did with Abraham. 
This is why the Church sings today: 
The God of Abraham praise, 
Who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days, 
And God of love: 
Jehovah, great I AM! 
By earth and Heaven confessed ; 
I bow and bless the sacred name, 
Forever blest. 
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He by Himself hath sworn, 
I on His oath depend ; 
I shall, on eagles’ wings upborne, 
To Heaven ascend: 
I shall behold His face, 
I shall His power adore, 
And sing the wonders of His grace 
For evermore. 
LORD, WE WORSHIP THEE AS THE GOD OF 
ABRAHAM. 
July 7 
ISAAC SENT AWAY JACOB (28:5) 

Here was a journev which was thought 
to be for a short while but which was to 
last for twenty years. The life of the be- 
liever is a strange and wonderful thing. 
His future is in the hands of God, and is 
safe there, but each of us has to live that 
life a breath at a time. The Lord has 
mercifully hidden the .immediate future 
from us and revealed to us only the great 
and glorious eternal future. Thus: we can 
rest in triumph knowing that every step 
that we take is leading us on to the great 
finality which He has determined for us. 
Even when the Lord Jesus was moving 
toward the cross He was moving in the 
calm certainty of the resurrection. “More- 
over also My flesh shall rest in hope, be- 
cause Thou wilt not leave My- soul in 
Hell, neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy 
One to see corruption” (Acts 2:29). Thus 
we walk into the unknown toward the well 
known with the Lord. 

LORD. WE CARE NOT WHERE, SINCE THOU 
ART WITH US. 

July 8 
WHEN ESAU SAW THAT ISAAC HAD BLESSED 
JACOB (28:6-9) 

The blessing of God upon true believers 
often incites the unbeliever to carnal imi- 
tation. He realizes that the believer pos- 
sesses something which he does not possess 
and, in the ordinary stupid fashion of the 
flesh, moves to get by self effort that 
which can be achieved only through grace. 
How many unsaved there are who attempt 
to imitate the lives of God’s people with 
the vague thought that it must be pleasing 
to God. But it can never be’so. “He will 
not do precisely what God requires, but 
something like it. He will not entirely give 
up the world and put God first in his life, 
but he will try to meet some of God’s 
wishes by a little alteration in his conduct. 
Instead of renouncing sin he will cover it 
with the glory of small virtues; but it is 
one thing to conform to the outward prac- 
tices of God’s people, it is quite another to 
be thoroughly and truly godly at heart.” 
LORD, FORTIFY US WITHIN. 

July 9 
JACOB WENT OUT FROM BEER-SHEBA (28:10) 

This is a sharp turning point in the 
narrative. Isaac lived for fifty years after 
this separation but he is never mentioned 
again until his death. Rebekah had schemed 
and schemed and deceived to get her 
favorite son into a place of privilege, but 
she was never to see him again, and would 
go to her death without further word from 
him: From now on Jacob is the center of 
the narrative. How different the thought 


that was in the mind of Rebekah from the 
thought that was in the mind of God! She 
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was scheming to get her own way, God 
was planning to overrule and have His 
way. It will always be thus. It is when 
we are yielded to Him that our purposes 
will be conformed to His and what He 
wants done will happen as usual and we will 
have blessing in it instead of frustration. 
LORD, CONFORM US TO THY WILL. 

July 10 
JACOB WENT TOWARD: HARAN (28:10) 

God knew where he was taking His 
child and all His purposes in connection 
with him. One of the most important 
truths for any Christian to know is that 
God has a plan for every believer’s life. 
The plan for Jacob was not hindered by 
the false fondness of his father for the 
older brother. The plan was not hindered 
by the malice of Esau and his hateful spite. 
Morever the plan -was not furthered by the 
cunning trickery of Rebekah. Man can 
neither thwart God nor help Him éut. No 
one has ever done anything for God. It is 
not what we do for God that counts but 
what He does through us. The entire 
secret of triumphant living in Christ and 
of fruitfulness for Him is the realization 
of sovereign grace and the acceptance of all 
that flows from it. 

LORD, MAY WE FACE THE UNKNOWN WITH 
TRUST. 

July 11 
HE LIGHTED UPON A CERTAIN PLACE (28:11) 
’ It was indeed a certain place, and a very 
special place. For though it did not get its 
name until the next morning, this was to 
become one of the most hallowed spots in 
human history. This was to be none other 
than Bethel. Abraham had set up an a'tar 
in this place when he first reached the land 
of Canaan. There was a city near by, named 
Luz, but Abraham was in the mounta‘n, 
and so was Jacob. There is a definite rela- 
tionship of events and places in the Scrip- 
ture and God frequently blessed His people 
in a geographical sense. This does not 
apply to the believer in our day of grace, 
for though the Lord had tied the sacrifice 
to Jerusalem and had cursed any other 
place (Lev. 17:3), the Lord Jesus an- 
nounced the hour when neither in a 
Samaritan place, nor yet at Jerusalem 


‘should men worship the Father (John 


4:21). The place you are in at this very 
moment is God’s certain place to meet you. 
LORD, KEEP US IN THY PLACES. 

July 12 
HE TARRIED THERE ALL NIGHT (28:11) 

We do not know how much baggage 
Jacob carried over his shoulder, but we 
know the frightful baggage he was carry- 
ing in his heart. That night must have 
begun for him as a night of horror. Alone, 
w'thout anv servant to accompanv him, no 
warmth of any fire to cheer him. He is 
really a fugitive, imagining vengeance be- 
hind every stone and seeing an offended 
brother pursuing him in every shadow, and 
reaching him with every sound of the night 
noises. The last embrace that he would ever 
feel from his doting mother’ was fresh 
upon him. His thoughts must have turned 
backward as well as forward. Would he 
ever see hoime again? What was to lie be- 
fore him? Had his efforts to obtain the 





Hem your blessings with praise lest they unravel 





blessing really been worth while? Was that 
blessing really worth all that it-had cost? 
What a dark night! Isn’t this night darker ' 
than usual? What was that? Listen? What 
shall I. do? ; te 
LORD, BRING US 
REVEALS THEE. 


INTO THE NIGHT THAT 


July 13 
THE SUN WAS SET (28:11) 

How different was this journey in search 
of a wife and that a generation before, in 
which the steward had gone forth. with 
the caravan and gifts to seek a bride for 
Isaac. Now we see a lone man, whose per- 
sonality has nothing to recommend him to 
us, fleeing from the folly of his own spine- 
lessness, and facing the hazards of the 
great wilderness with*no companion what- 
soever. But here we have the picture of 
the Lord’s dealings with the elect in grace, 
even before they have come to any per- 
sonal knowledge .of Him, Throughout the 
Bible we can find numberless incidents 
where the Lord took care of those whom 
He later intended to save. Though Jacob 
did not see the angels for some hours yet, 
they were hovering around, taking care of 
him. The Lord’s hand is upon all His own, 
even before they are saved. 

LORD, WE ARE SPEECHLESS BEFORE THY 


GRACE. 
July 14 
STONES FOR PILLOWS (28:11) 

The way of transgressors is hard (Prov. 
13:15). This is especially true of the trans- 
gressors who are of the Lord’s chosen. 
The Lord may let the wicked flourish lke 
the green tree in its native soil (Psa. 37 :35 
R.V.), but the Lord has to bring His own 
into the night, to stone pillows and to high 
walls of.fear bowing in upon him, in order 
to open Heaven and establish the com- 
munication which shall bring blessing to 
His own. Jacob had run and walked forty- 
three miles that day from Beer-sheba, 
twelve miles south of Hebron, past the hill 
where Jerusalem would one day be built. 
“The track winds through the uneven val- 
ley, covered, as with gravestones by large 
sheets of bare rock.” The hills around the 
bleak moor rise in a succession of stony 
terraces. There was no lack of stones for 
Jacob’s pillows. Now that he is cut off 
from all ‘ties, God can begin with him. 
LORD,, BRING US TO THYSELF, EVEN BY 
STONE PILLOWS. 

July 15 
LAY DOWN TO SLEEP, AND HE DREAMED 
(28:11,12) . 

Now that the complete revelation of God 
is finished in His Word, we are no longer 
to expect personal communications with 
Him, but in the days when the revelation 
was in process God spoke “at sundry times 
and in divers manners” (Heb..1:1) in 
order to set forth the truth by which we, 
and countless multitudes were to live. in all 
generations. Today, the Bible in our hands 
is ‘the only ladder which God has provided 
for us, and it is in its pages that we will 
find the entry into Heaven. It is through 
the Book alone that the Lord will speak to 
His people, for whenever the Holy Spirit 
speaks to our hearts at moments when we 


(Continued on page 37) 
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THE CHURCH’S STANDARD 
OF MORAL PURITY 


By Harold John Ockenga 





The standard of the Christian 
purity was exhibited in the life and 
teachings of the Lord Jesus. Paul 
said, ‘‘For ye know what com- 
mandments we gave you by the 
Lord Jesus.’’ These commandments 
were given under the authority of 
Christ; they were not Paul’s own 
invention. I am convinced that they 
were the Ten Commandments for 
I do not believe that the moral 
standard has ever been abrogated. 
It is as permanent and as eternal 
as the nature of God. The seventh 
commandment authoritatively 
holds sway over our lives today. 
This commandment was revealed 
in the Mosaic law, but it also is 
part of a work of God written on 
the human heart and convicting 
and condemning us when we break 
it. 

The Lord Jesus also delivered 
the sermon on the mount in which 
he interpreted the law. Here he 
pressed the matter of fornication 
and adultery into the heart, de- 
elaring that not only our actions 
constitute us guilty, but our 
thoughts and feelings. He that 
looketh upon a woman to lust after 
her has committed it already in 
his heart. The life of Jesus was one 
glorious standard and example of 
moral purity. He declared and 
exhibited that life which is pleas- 
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ing unto God and which God ex- 


. pects of us, 


The standard of Christian morals 
was explained as that of sanctifi- 
cation. Paul declared that it was 
‘‘even your sanctification.’’ The 
word ‘‘sanctification,’’ hagiosmos, 
means ‘‘consecration, or the sancti- 
fication of heart and life which is 


the effect. of our consecration”’ 


(Thayer). The emphasis is upon 
our surrender, our act of consecra- 
tion, our yielding unto God. Sanc- 
tification means that we take our 
place with Jesus Christ as crucified 
on the cross and dead unto sin, 
especially the sins of the body. The 
same word is used in the fourth 
and in the seventh verses, revealing 
that God holds the standard of 
our consecration to this absolute 
purity. 

Christ himself is the means of 
our sanctification (1 Cor. 1:30). 
The means of our sanctification 
from physical lust is the same as 
our sanctification from any other 
sin in life. It comes by union with 
Christ through faith, thus releas- 
ing the Holy Spirit who sanctifies 
us by producing holy desires and 
virtues in our lives. The conse- 
quence of this sanctification is a 
state of holiness. It is a totally 
different word, namely, hagiosune, 
meaning the state of moral purity. 
It is in this state of holiness that 
we desire to be found when Jesus 
comes again. 


Separation from Heathen Im- 
morality. 

Phillips translates verses 3 and 
4 as follows: ‘‘God’s plan is to 
make you holy, and that entails 
first of all a clean cut with sexual 
immorality.’’. The Revised Version 


Growing in knowledge and not in grace is dangerous 





adds, ‘‘That ye should abstain 
from fornication.’’ Neill declares, 
‘‘From this basic attitude it fol- 
lows that you abstain from sexual 
vice’’ (p. 79). 

The believer is to flee the forni- 
eation of the pagan world because 
of his obligation to consecrate him- 
self and achieve holiness of char- 
acter. That was true in Paul’s day 
and it is true now. We are not to 
regard our bodies as ‘‘an instru- 
ment of self-gratification as do 
pagans with no knowledge of God,’’ 
(Phillips, p. 136). One does not 
have to look far to find that self- 
gratification today—the repeated 
marriages in many lives, notably 
of the screen stars, or some public 
family, or popular singer which 
vividly illustrates the increasing 
divorce rate, the popular practice 
of exchanging mates with the sea- 
son. Jesus’ teaching is that all such 
practices are adultery and in them 
the Christian can have no part. 

We need only note that promis- 
cuity about which comedy is made 
over the radio and in literature. 
Easy. women are plentiful; loose- 
ness of life before marriage is 
common. The wise man will re- 
member the warning of Solomon 
that there shall be ‘‘a dart in his 
liver.’”’ 

Kept women in America are also 
multiplying. One does not have to 
search far to find such conditions. 
Those who engage in them are 
fools. 

The motive in all the pagan sex 
of Paul’s day was self-gratification. 
The same ideal is held forth today 
in the theory ‘‘that everyone has 
the right to be happy.’’ If one is 
not happy, in his physical rela- 
tions, then change mates as cats 
do, not living as the sons of God. 

Over against this our Scripture 
declares the Christian must adopt 
the Christian view of the body. 
Paul said, ‘‘Every one of you 
should learn how to possess his 
vessel in sanctification and honor; 
not in the lust of concupiscence, 
even as the Gentiles which know 
not God.’’ This word vessel may 
be understood in one of two ways. 
Some commentators think it means 


' wife, others think it means body. 


We believe that the latter is the 
most consistent, most ethical, and 
most elevated interpretation and 
so we adopt it. The skeuos, or 
‘*vessel,’’ then, is one’s body. Thus 
Paul uses the word when he says, 
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‘“We have this treasure in earthen 
vessels,’’ referring to his body. The 
Christian then must learn to con- 
trol his body, to discipline it, 
whether in marriage or out of 
marriage. We are not pleading 
for asceticism that perverts the 
views of the Bible in reference to 
marriage and the physical relation- 
ships of this world, which perver- 
sion divides the spirits of men-and 
women, but only for a sanctifica- 
tion of the marriage relation in 
purity and in love and the sanctifi- 
eation of the bodies of the people 
out of the marriage relation unto 
the glory of God. This is the Bible 
view. 


Our bodies are the temples of 
the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16; 
6:19). Thus the body must be 
sanctified or consecrated to God as 
well as the mind and the spirit of 
man. Such consecration is demon- 
strated by the mastery of the body. 


Paul then adds, ‘‘Let no man go 
beyond and defraud his brother in 
any matter.’’ The literal transla- 
tion speaks of ‘‘the matter’’ and 
is a delicate way of referring back 
to the subject under discussion. No 
sin of a physical nature can be 
indulged. im without defrauding 
some neighbor of that which is 
rightly his. It is an overreaching, 
a defrauding, a going beyond of 
what is within the bounds of jus- 
tice and propriety. He who rejects 
Christ, who is the way, the truth, 
and the life, will ultimately be led 
into this sin. Let a man beware of 
thinking he can stand in his own 
strength for the Scripture élearly 
declares unto us in Romans 1:20 
and following that he who rejected 
the knowledge of God went down, 
down, down until he ended up in 
moral uncleanness. As idolaters, 
the Thessalonians were engaged in 
this practice and their conversion 
meant a tremendous change in 
their lives. 


Immoral relations, based on 
gratification or selfishness, always 
defraud, hurt, and wound another. 
One thinks of the millions of 
wounded women whose lives have 
been blighted because they have 
gone contrary to the sanctions of 
society through the desire for self- 
gratification on the part of others 
or of themselves. Even those who 
have not been hurt in such a way 
have been hurt im their souls. 
Christian love of one another would 
certainly rectify this cruelty of 
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selfishness. Recognition of men and 
women in their dignity as the 
children of God, as created in His 
image, would deter us from treat- 
ing them as chattels. They would 
be elevated to the dignity of per- 
sonality, and this in itself would 
be a great deterrent to this sin. 


The Source of Christian Purity. 

Purity is ‘‘according to God’s 
will.’’ Paul said, ‘‘This is the will 
ef God, even your sanctification.’’ 
In this passage Paul does not leave 
us with mere condemnation of this 
sin, but he tells us about God’s 
plan, God’s punishment, and God’s 


. provision. The word ‘‘will’’ is 


thelema, and refers to the desire, or 
the plan of God, for a life. This plan 


is purity. God’s eternal plan for the - 


relation of man and woman is the 
sanctified standard of monogamous 
marriage with procreation, love, 
responsibility, and character de- 
velopment involved. In the hard- 
ness of his heart, man may have 
changed that standard from time 
to time, but God’s standard never 
changes and God’s plan is that 
our bodies, whether in or out of 
marriage, shall be totally conse- 


erated unto Him and to the pur- 
poses which He has revealed in 
His Word. For this He has pro- : 
vided a means of our purification 
that when He comes we may be: 
holy in body, soul, and spirit. We 
will be like unto Christ, for we 
shall see Him as He is. 

Paul also mentions that God will 
punish the violation of this stan- 
dard of purity. He said, ‘‘The Lord 
is the avenger of all such.’’ The 
phrase ‘‘all such’’ is in the plural, 
revealing the whole range of im- 
pure, unclean, and immoral acts of 
man. Judgment is the function of 
God and it is committed to Jesus 
Christ as His representative. The 
day will come when He will judge 
the world in righteousness by that 
man whom He has appointed, 
namely, Jesus Christ. The judg- 
ment in which God will avenge 
such sins will be executed upon 
the wicked in the day of Christ’s 
coming, or the day of His wrath, 
and the result will be eternal 
death, separation from God, and 
condemnation to the lake of fire. 

Justice is executed in this world 
by the subjective effects of such 

(Continued on page 40) 








Waiting at a steamship office to be interviewed for a job of wireless 
operator, « group of applicants filled the room with such a buzz of con- 
versation that they were oblivious to the dots and dashes which began 
coming over a loud speaker. About that time another man entered and sat 
down quietly by himself. Suddenly he snapped to attention, walked into 
the private office, came out smiling. “Say,” one of the group called out, 
“How did you get in ahead of us? We were here first.” “One of you 
would have gotten the job,” he replied, “if you'd listened to the message 
from the loud speaker.” “What message?” they asked in surprise. “Why, 
the code,” the stranger answered. “It said: ‘The man | need must always 
be on the alert. The first man who gets this message and comes directly into 
my private office will be placed on one of my ships as operator.’ ” 


This is also true in the work of the Lord. Too many Christians are busy 
with the buzz of ordinary life but the man who is on the alert to listen to 
God is the one whom He is going to use for His purposes. 
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THE ART OF LIVING 








The Art of 
Leadership 


This is the tenth in a series on THE ART OF LIVING, which will answer 
many questions concerning the Christian life, that arise in the minds 
of young believers. 


@ Ir is an accepted fact that no organization or 
enterprise can succeed without good leadership. Yet 
it remains lamentably true that, as far as taking 
responsibility is concerned, most people are quite 
happy to remain as passengers. It is always easier 
to find tails than heads, a fact which is as obviously 
true in the life and work of the Church as it is any- 
where else. When we discuss, for example, whether 
this or that organization would be the better for our 
young people we find ourselves compelled to admit 
from experience that it depends almost entirely upon 
the leaders. Are good leaders born? Or can they to 
any extent be made? That is the subject we shall 
eensider in.the present chapter. 

How does one become a leader? Do we first of all 
decide that we are gifted with certain outstanding 
qualities, declare then and there, ‘‘I will lead,’’ and 
proceed to order other folk around? The crudity and 
absurdity of this needs no comment. The important 
fact to bear in mind is that leadership is not some- 
thing to aim at directly, but a responsibility which 
may come to us if we prove-ourselves worthy of. it. 
Ability and character together inspire trustworthi- 
ness. There are three distinét points to notice here, 
three principles which are implicit. 


In the first place, it 
is the cause that makes 
the leader. We cannot 
expect to be followed unless we stand for something 
‘worth following. The leader is himself going some- 


THE CAUSE 
JMAKES THE LEADER 





Is there repentance in your heart, or only regret? 


where, he has a purpose in view, and it is the con- 
tagion of. his enthusiasm for a worthy cause that 
leads others to follow. Why did the apostle Paul find 
devoted friends and loyal followers almost every- 
where he went? It was because his whole life was 
caught up in the sweep of a mighty purpose, the 
bringing of the Roman world to the feet of Christ. 
People will usually follow a man who is enthusiasti- 
cally committed to a great cause. In more recent 
times we have the example of Garibaldi, who gave 
himself to the unification and liberation. of Italy. 
‘‘T promise you,’’ he said to his men, ‘‘forced 
marches, short rations, bloody battles, wounds, im- 
prisonment and death—but let him who loves home 
and fatherland follow me.’’ And men followed him. 
Unhappily, this principle also operates when the 
cause is a bad one, and we do not need to look far 
back into history to be reminded of this. The point 
is the same—in the first instance it is the goal, the» 
objective, that matters, not the leader himself. If 
therefore you would be a leader, you must dedicate 
your gifts and personality, and to what worthier 
cause than the furtherance of the kingdom of Christ? 
Your aim will not be personal advancements) byt 
Christian growth and efficiency. * onto 
‘ort 
Secondly, there 
must be faithfulness 
in the discharge of 
present responsibilities before heavier ones can be 
undertaken. The life of President Garfield of the 
United States has been summarized in the sentence 
‘‘From log cabin to White House’’; but obviously 
a man does not proceed straight Seen the one to 
the other. There is a sense in which he is all the 
time working his passage. Responsibility develops 
capacity, duty done opens the door to greater oppor- 
tunity, the reward for faithful service is more serv- 
ice. This is well brought out in the Parable of the 
Talents (Mt. 25:14-30), where the two servants who 
were faithful in a little were set over much. 
Laziness, with its temptation always to shirk re- 
sponsibility, strangles the development of leadership, 
and is an enemy to be watched and feared; and this 
tendency to take the easy way is an unfortunate 
characteristic of our times. It was reported, for ex- 
ample, that in a certain factory where girls were 
employed to pack biscuits into tins,-few volunteers 
could be found for the work of checking and super- 
vising although higher wages were being offered them 
for this. The girls wanted a simple job, one in which 
no thinking or effort was required. Never overlook 


THE FAITHFUL DISCHARGE OF 
PRESENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
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the fact that there is real greatness in serving, and 
to be keen to work and serve is one of the finest 
preparations for leadership.. Remember what Christ 
Himself said in this connection: ‘‘ Whosoever would 
be first among you, shall be servant of all’’ (Mk. 
10 :44). 


DEVELOP This last point has 
YOUR TALENTS 

for the third and final 
principle, that in order to discharge our responsibili- 
ties we must develop our talents. And they can be 
developed. Of course, we must accept ourselves and 
our limitations, as it is absurd to pretend that we are 
what obviously we are not. But we can go on to 
develop ourselves, finding out, those latent talents 
which are waiting to be discovered and employed. A 
man with a musical gift is not thereby absolved from 
practicing, and abundant opportunities exist today 
for learning and training in all kinds of ways. While 
it is true that we are useful to God as we are, we 
should not forget that, with training, we could be far 
more useful. Do avoid false modesty here. True 
humility is an attractive Christian grace, but the same 
is certainly not true of mock-modesty. ‘‘Oh, I could 
never do that’’ can be a form of inverted .pride, be- 
cause what we really mean is that we would hate 
others to see us making embarrassing mistakes. Yet 
even the expert had.to start, and probably made lots 
of mistakes to begin with. What are the things you 
enjoy doing—the things you do reasonably well? 
Have you ever thought hew these might be dedicated 
to the service of God, and developed through the 
right kind of practice? It is all part of your prepara- 
tion for leadership. 


THE ABILITY TO We must now look at 
ORIGINATE AND ORGANIZE one or two special qual- 
ities that the leader 

requires. The first is the ability to originate. Presi- 
dent Lincoln paid General Grant a tribute in the 
words: ‘‘I am glad to find a man who can go ahead 
without me.’’ The leader is on the look-out for new 
paths, new ways of doing things. So many of our 
methods and organizations are unnecessarily con- 
servative, and the world is hungry for new ideas. 
As leader it will not be your place to do all the work 
yourself, and it will be sufficient if your idea sets 
somebody else working on it. The self-starter does not 
itself drive the car, but it does get the engine going. 
Train your mind to become keen, alert, and creative. 
Then there is the ability to organize, which means 
in practice seeing the job as a whole and then arrang- 
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already prepared us 





ing the details. You must know how to delegate 
authority, as in a large undertaking it will be quite 
impossible to attend to every tiny detail yourself. 
Men in high positions who are famed for the amount 
of work they get through owe more than is often 
recognized to competent secretaries. It will help you 
in organizing a particular piece of work to jot down 
on paper the different stages, and then see how these 
ean be dealt with by different people. While you seek 
to make as much use as possible of others it is right 
that you should try to understand yourself how each 
job is done, and inspire the confidence and support 
of others by your own willingness to work hard. 


YOU CAN’T LEAD FROM 
THE SIDE LINE 


The true leader 
identifies himself with 
his followers. Remem- 
ber how Captain Scott of the Antarctic shared the. 
hazards and hardships of the expedition, sharing the 
cooking, hauling, and constant drudgery. You should 
not expect others to do what you are unwilling to 
do, or have not already done, yourself. In a soccer 
team the captain does not stay on the sideline issuing 
orders ; he is up with his men in the field, passing and 
ehcouraging—in short, leading. There is a sense in 
which the leader sums up within himself the desires 
and the aims of his followers, and he will always 
endeavor to sense, and respect, their feelings. His is 
the task of helping others to carry out what they 
would like to have done for themselves. 

In all this will be recognized the importance of 
character. Those who set other people to work, who 
expect others to take risks and endure hardships, 
must be worthy of trust. The man of character retains 
all the time his sense of balance, and sense of humor, 
and distinguishes between the important issues and 
the trivial. He is prepared to take responsibility 
without getting easily flustered, and make decisions 
and then stand by them and carry them out. He 
refuses to be stampeded by sudden crises or sudden 
requests. Men and women of this quality are badly - 
needed in the ranks of the Church today, not domi- 
neering and egotistical but true leaders who have 
sympathy and respect for the interests and opinions 
of others. 


KEEP ON Successful leader- 


KEEPING ON ship is impossible _ 


without persistence, 
what the Scriptures call wpomone or masculine con- 
stancy. The character of almost any successful leader 
is a study in this quality. It is foolish to expect that 
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Christian Stewardship 


and Taxes 





e@ In the March, 1952, issue of 
ETERNITY we discussed the deduc- 
tion allowed to taxpayers for con- 
tributions to public purposes, par- 
ticularly Christian organizations, 
in a general sort of a way. Now we 
want to discuss some of the ways 
of making contributions to the 
Lord’s work that are approved by 
the courts and Congress, and 
which are not as well known as 
they should be. 


Gifts of property give rise to a 
deduction for income tax purposes 


as well as gifts of cash, assuming : 


they are made to organizations of 
the types enumerated in the In- 
ternal Revenue Code. The amount 
allowable as a deduction is the fair 
market value of the property at 
the time of the gift. The most im- 
portant thing to note about this 
type of gift is that if the property 
has appreciated in value since it 
was acquired, the amount of ap- 
preciation is not taxable as income. 
No gain or loss is realized by a 
gift. An illustration may be help- 
ful in making this clear. 


Suppose that Christian (if we 
may borrow the protagonist of 
John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress) 
has acquired a share of stock dur- 
ing his earthly pilgrimage for 
which he paid $300 three years 
ago. Today that share of stock is 
worth $500. Christian wishes to 
make -a contribution of $500 to 
some evangelical work, and he is 
going to use the share of stock to 
do it. He may either give the share 
of stock to the organization or he 
may sell the stock and give the 
eash. In this situation it is far 
better taxwise, for Christian to 
give the share and let the organi- 
zation sell it. The result will be a 
deductible contribution of $500 
without any taxable gains being 
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realized. If, on the other hand, he 
sells the share and gives the $500 
in eash, he has a taxable gain of 
$200 together with his deductible 
contribution. 


It should be noted that the rule 
works both ways. If the share cost 
$500, and is now worth $300, only 
$300 is deductible for a gift of the 
share. If property which the tax- 
payer wants to use for a contribu- 
tion has depreciated in value, he 
should sell it to obtain a deductible 
loss (which is allowed for prop- 
erty held for the production of 


income) and give the proceeds. 


These rules are applicable to 
real estate as well as to personal 
property. 


The provision in regard to ap- 
preciated property can be used to 
advantage in other ways. Suppose 
you have some stock for which you 
paid $300 some time ago. It is now 
worth $500 as in our first -illustra- 
tion. You wish to make a contri- 
bution of $500 and have the cash to 
make it. You do not want to get 
rid of the stock because you think 
it will be worth even more in the 
future. In this case, you can con- 
tribute the stock and use your 
$500 cash to buy identical shares. 
The result? (1) You now have 
stock with a basis of $500 for 
determining gain or loss for tax 
purposes on a future sale, (2) you 
get a deduction of $500 for the 
gift, and (3) you realize no tax- 
able gain on the gift and purchase. 
The basis of your stock has been 
‘“stepped up’’ by $200: 


Gifts Reserving Life Income 
There are a great number of 
people who express a desire to 
leave some or all of their estate 
for Christian work upon théir 
death. They are hindered in mak- 
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ing present gifts to such work be- 
cause they need the income from 
their. estate in order to sustain 
themselves while they are living. 
Unfortunately, such people obtain 
no income tax deduction, either 
during their lifetime or at their 
death for such bequests. Further- 
more, although the value of such 
gifts are deductible for Federal 
estate tax purposes, not all states 
(Pennsylvania for example) allow 
deductions for state death taxes 
for such gifts. This means that a 
substantial amount (15% in Penn- 
sylvania) must be paid at death 
upon such gifts to the states. 


There is a way to obtain an in- 
come tax deduction on lifetime tax 
returns and to deduct such gifts 
from the donor’s estate upon death. 
The method is very simple. The 
individual simply makes a life- 
time gift of the property and re- 
serves the income from such prop- 
erty for life. For example, someone 
who owns a home which he wishes 
to give to a Christian organiza- 
tion at his death could make a 
present transfer of the home and 
reserve the right to use it during 
the rest of his life. By taking 
such a step, the donor is entitled 
to a deduction for contributions 
in the amount of the present value 
of the interest which the organiza- 
tion receives with possession post- 
poned until the donor’s death. Let 
us assume that the property is 
worth $20,000 and the donor is 
65 years of age. If the property 
is deeded to a Christian founda- 
tion or trust, the transferor re- 
serving a life estate, a charitable 
deduction in the amount of $13,200 
(this would be the present value 
of a remainder interest in a 
$20,000 life estate of a person age 
65. The present value of a re- 
mainder interest is obtained by 
discounting the principal sum at 
4% compound interest based on 
life insurance mortality tables) 
or 15% of his adjusted gross in- 
come, if smaller—would be allowed 
on the personal income tax return 
of the donor in the year in which 
the transfer is made. Although 

(Continued on page 48) 
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Courageous Leadership 
LESSON TEXT: Judges 4:4-8; 
5:1-7 
Golden Text: “Be strong and of a good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou 
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with 
thee withersoever thou goest” (Josh. 1:9). 

Our studies in Israel’s deliverers 
begin with a woman, Deborah the 
prophetess. The story of her in- 
spiring leadership is preceded in 
the book of Judges by the exploits 
of ‘three -men—Othniel, who de- 
feated the king of Mesopotamia 
(3:8-11) ; Ehud, who rid his peo- 
ple of the tyrant Eglon, king of 
Moab (3:12-30) ; and Shamgar, of 
whom it is recorded that he ‘‘slew 
of the Philistines six hundred men 
with. an ox goad’’ (3:31). 

The recurring phrase, ‘‘the lord 
raised up a deliverer’’ (3:9, 15) 
provides the main point for these 
lessons. In conditions of need God 
provides men (and women) to be 
the instruments of judgment and 
mercy. His mighty acts are per- 
formed through dedicated lives. 
The Old Testament furnishes many 
examples of this; but more glorious 
in their service both to God and 
man are those who have responded 
to Christ’s call to be messengers 
of the Gospel. 


Lesson Material 

The passages listed at the top of 
this lesson are not adequate for 
study purposes. We must begin at 
4:1 where the reason for Israel’s 
oppression by Jabin, king of 
Canaan, is stated. ‘‘Israel again 
did evil.’’ As we read on through 
the Old Testament that phrase 
recurs with depressing monotony, 
a reminder ‘of the inevitable con- 
sequences of national delinquency, 
and of the failure of mankind to 
learn its lesson. The military means 
for Jabin’s success were ‘‘chariots 
of iron,’’ forerunners of the mod- 
ern tank. 3 

This emergency produced un- 
expected leadership in Deborah, a 
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woman. The fact that, under a 
system in which women were ex- 
cluded from public life, this woman 
should have risen to prominence 
and power is surely an example of 
how the Lord overrules in the 
affairs of men. God finds His candi- 
dates for greatness among the 
unexpected; as Paul says, ‘‘We 
have this treasure in earthen ves- 
sels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of 
us’’ (2 Cor. 4:7). 

However, the fact that God had 
to appoint a woman to office re- 
flects adversely upon the condition 
of the times. It was a sign of 
grievous decline, deplored by Isaiah 
in later years when he-said: ‘‘As 
for my people, children are their 
oppressors, and women rule over 
them’’ (Isa. 3:12). When those 
who should lead fail in their duties, 
when men allow themselves to be 
unmanned by indulgence or faith- 
less fears, then God may have to 
shame them by using dedicated 
womanhood to perform His tasks. 
We should reflect upon the fact 
that so much spiritual leadership 
in our own day is in the hands of 
women. 


Barak and Deborah 

Deborah had to take the initia- 
tive in rallying Israel against 
their enemies. ‘‘She sent and called 
Barak’’ (v: 6), and outlined the 
strategy that was to be employed 
to defeat Sisera as she had received 
instruction from God. The esteem 
in which Deborah was held is indi- 
cated in Barak’s plea that she 
should accompany him on this ex- 
pedition. Yet Barak should have 
relied upon the promise of the 
Lord. For this reason Deborah 
warned him that the credit for 
leadership would not be his, ‘‘for 
the Lord shall sell Sisera into the 
hand of a woman’’ (v. 9). 

The ruse was successful, for 
Sisera, learning that the armed 
might of Israel had withdrawn 
toward Mount Tabor, came out of 
his defenses and pursued after 
Barak and his men. The over- 
eager enemy fell into the ambush 
which had been prepared for them ; 
and that day the army of Jabin 
was annihilated. The story of 





Sisera’s death does not belong to 
our lesson, but it reveals how God 
used another woman to complete 
the defeat of Israel’s foes. That 
day, the honors certainly went to 
the women. vi 
Chapter 5 presents the song of 
Deborah and Barak in which they 
praised God for His great deliver- 
ance. Although it contains many 
obseurities, three things become 
plain to the reader. First, they 
attributed their victory to God; 
there was no attempt to claim 
credit for themselves. If Sisera and 
his host were destroyed, it was 
because of divine intervention. 
‘‘The stars in their courses fought 
against Sisera’’ (v. 20). Second, 
they condemned those tribes and 
communities which ignored the call 
to arms against the enemy, ‘‘be- 
cause they came not to the help of 
the Lord, to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty’’ (v. 23). Third, 
they held up to high praise the 
tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali 
‘‘who jeoparded their lives unto 
the death in the high places of the 
field’’ (v. 18). The song ends: 
‘*The land had rest forty years.’’ 


Lesson Plan 

1. A Leader Chosen 

a. God's resourcefulness 

b. Human preparedness 

c. The ministry of women 
2. A Call to Battle 

a. Barak’s weakness 

b. The shame of default 

c. The reward of response 
3. A Resounding Victory 

a. Stronger than the strong 

b. Praise be to God! 


1. The days in which we are liv- 
ing have been described (perhaps 
with undue pessimism) as times 
of mediocrity. There is certainly 
a lack of outstanding leadership in 
many areas of life. The description 
would have fitted Israel at the time 
of today’s story. Apparently there 
was not a man worthy of cham- 
pioning the cause of God’s people 
against their enemies. But God was 
not frustrated. He found an in- 
strument for His purposes in 
Deborah, a woman. So, when the 
need arose, He took David from 
the sheepfold, Amos from the 
sycamore gardens, Peter from the 
fishing grounds, and Paul from the 
ranks of Christ’s enemies. God 
always has His leader. Oh, to be 
ready for. His call! 

Deborah was ready. How she 
had prepared herself, we are not 
told. But the Lord does not entrust 
responsibility to those who have 
no qualifications. If we are to find 
a place in His program, we must 
fit ourselves by being ready pupils 
in the school of Christ. 
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(For girls’ and women’s classes 
this lesson may emphasize the 
ministry of women, indicating 
fields in which they have excelled 
in the past, and opportunities be- 
fore them now.) 

2. Because no man had the heart 
to oppose the enemy, Deborah 
sounded the call to battle. The man 
to whom she addressed herself, 
Barak, revealed a weak trait when 
he refused to go into engagement 
with Sisera except Deborah ac- 
eompany him. There is too much 
relying upon others today: ‘‘I’ll 
do it if you will’’ creates stalemate 
in Christ’s cause. When the Lord 
ealls, we should answer, even 
though we have to stand alone. We 
may always count upon His pres- 
ence and help. 

For some reason, many among 
Israel held back when the trumpet 
was sounded for war. Several tribes 
are named.in Deborah’s song as 
defaulters; they stayed in the 
sheepfolds, or in ships, or on the 
sea shore (v. 16-17), while others 
were risking their lives to liberate 
the land from oppression. Of Meroz 
it was said that ‘‘they came not 
to the help of the Lord’’ (v. 23). 
How many professing Christians 
merit this rebuke? 

Response to God’s call through 
Deborah brought victory and 
honor. Yet the glory of that day 
was as nothing compared with the 
reward which shall be theirs who 
serve under the banner of the 
Cross. ‘‘They that turn many to 
righteousness (shall shine) as the 
stars for ever and ever’’ (Dan. 
12:3). 

3. Under a woman’s leadership, 
and with only part of Israel’s 
available manpower, Barak led his 
men to victory. Those chariots of 
iron, which had been the terror of 





Israel (4:3), were overthrown and 
destroyed (v. 15-16). Depending 
upon the Lord, these Israelites were 
proved to be stronger than the 


strong. ‘‘If God be for us, who can © 


be against us?’’ (Rom. 8:31).- 

Deborah set a high example by 
her gratitude. Although she might 
have claimed credit. for the de- 
liverance of Israel, she was careful 
to give the praise to God. ‘‘ Thanks 
be unto God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ’’ (1 Cor, 15:57). 


JULY 20, 1952 
Gideon, a Man of Faith and 
Humility 
LESSON TEXT: Judges 6:11-17, 
25-27; 8:22-23 
Golden Text: “Teach me thy way, O 
Lord, and lead me in a plain path, be- 

cause of mine enemies” (Psa. 27:11). 
What kind of people does God 
eall into His service? The answer 
would. seem to be: All kinds. 
Sometimes He has used men and 
women whose natural qualifica- 
tions marked them out for great 
responsibilities and—achievements. 
Of such were Moses, and David, 
and Paul. But (that none might 
consider themselves too unimpor- 
tant for God to use) He has also 
commissioned unlikely folk with 
great tasks—Amos, for example, 
who was a herdsman, and John 
Mark, who failed at first and then 
made good, and Gideon, whose 
story we consider today. 
Yet we shall find that all whom 
God calls and employs have some 
things in common. An indispens- 
able qualification is love for the 
Lord, and another is obedience to 
His Word. Where God can find 
men and women who are devoted 
to Him and ready to do His bid- 
ding, however lacking they may be 
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in natural gifts, He. can compen- 
sate for such -deiiciencies by the 
endrement of His Spirit, and 
transform the most unpromising 
material into workers and wit- 
nesses who turn the world upside 
down. 


Lesson Material 


Teachers will find it necessary 
to read Judges 6:1-8:28 in order 
to obtain a complete understand- 
ing of today’s subject. The record 
opens with a statement of Israel’s 
sin and its consequences. The 
character of the sin is revealed in 
6:10 and 25—it was the sin of 
idolatry. The punishment was op- 
pression by the Midianites, who 
constantly raided Israelitish terri- 
tory, taking whatever they fancied, 
and destroying the rest. Terrified 
by fheir enemies, the people of 
Israel made hiding places and 
refvges that they might at least 
save their lives. 

The lowered morale of the peo- 
ple is indicated in the conduct of 
Gideon when he is introduced into 
the story. He was threshing wheat 


by a winepress: an almost impos- . 


sible task. The proper place for 
threshing was some wind-swept 
hilltop, where the chaff might be 
earried away. Winepresses were 
constructed in hollows. Thus we 
find this young man so afraid of 
the enemy that he was trying to 
do in seclusion what needed to be 
done in some high and open place. 

Who was his visitor? Note how 
Gideon ‘addressed Him (6:13), and 
his concern at having seen Him 
**face to face’’ (v. 22). This, surely, 
was none other than ‘‘the Angel of 
the Covenant,’’ a pre-incarnation 
appearance of the Lord Jesus. So 
He speaks as God Himself would 
speak, saying to Gideon: ‘‘Surely 
I will be with thee.’’ 

There was no ‘sarcasm in the 
manner of address: ‘‘Thou mighty 
man of valour’’ (6:12), although 
the description seemed scarcely to 
fit Gideon then. But the Lord saw 
the possibilities in this young life, 
and challenged Gideon to avail 
himself of the resources at his dis- 
posal that he might rise above his 
fears and lead others to victory. 

The Call of a Champion 

Verses 17-27 contain two tests. 

The first was Gideon’s test whereby 


‘he determined the identity of the 


angelic Visitor, He wanted to be 


: sure that it was indeed ‘‘the Angel 


of the Lord,’’ and so he asked for 
a sign. The answer was given in 
an unexpected way. Gideon showed 
his respect by a sacrificial gift; 
but when he brought it to his 
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Visitor he was told to place the 


various items on a rock. Then the 
Angel touched the: offering with 
His staff, and it was immediately 
consumed by fire. Gideon recog- 
nized this as the act of deity and 
feared that he might die; but he 
was reassured and responded by 
building an altar which he called 
‘* Jehovah-Peace.’’ 

The second test was the Lord’s 
test of Gideon’s loyalty. Before he 
could be trusted with national 


_ leadership he must prove his fidel- 


ity at home., Gideon’s father, 
Joash, had followed the-rest of 
Israel into . idolatry, and had 
erected an idol shrine on his own 
estate. We are left to assume that 
Gideon had offered’ no effective 
protest to this affront to God. But 
now he was called upon to declare 
himself as the champion of God 
against His enemies. Gideon’s 
avoidance of-daylight for. this task 
showed a lingering fear; but 
though he acted under cover of 
darkness he obeyed the Lord’s 
command. The idol was destroyed, 
an altar to Jehovah was erected in 
its place, and a sacrifice was made 
using the wood of the shrine for 
the fire. 

By his courageous action Gideon 
inspired the courage of others. Ten 
of his own servants helped him in 
defying and oyerthrowing the 
idol; and thgngh a clamor was 
raised for Gidgon to be killed, 
Joash sided with his son and by 
his reasoning turned the tide in 
Gideon’s favor. Thus God’s leader 
was prepared for greater tasks to 
come. 

Time will not permit including 
the great story of chapter 7 in 
which Gideon and three hundred 
men put to rout the armies of the 
enemy. Our lesson concludes with 
Gideon’s refusal of kingship, which 
was pressed upon him by his grate- 
ful countrymen. Thus in his victory 
he showed commendable humility. 


Lesson Plan 
1. The Shame of Non-Resistance 
a. Against idolatry 
b. Against aggression 
2. The Promise of Sufficiency 
a. Life’s potentiality 
b. Christ's adequacy 
3. The Proof of Loyalty 
a. Heroism at home 
b. Victory over Midian 
c. Glory for God 
1. Here is the story of a young 
man who found life hard—and 
capitulated. In the first place, he 
found it hard to be good. His 
people were forsaking the worship 
of God, and engaging in the de- 
based practices of their heathen 
neighbors. Though Gideon knew 
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how wrong this was, he offered : no 
protest. 

Then, Gideon found it hard to 
be brave. Apostasy by Israel 
brought divine chastisement. The 
Midianites and their allies invaded 
the land and reduced the people 
to abject fear. None was strong 
enough to resist, and, with the rest, 
Gideon submitted to the cruelties 
of the enemy. How like he was to 
many today, who allow the tide 


of godlessness to carry them along, 


and whose hearts are cowed by the 
tyranny of events! When we leave 
God out we are certain to become 
the victims of hopeless fear. 

2. In the shame of his condition, 
Gideon received a Visitor. He 
start'ed the young man by address- 
ing him as a ‘‘mighty man of 
valour.’’ Perhaps Gideon thought 
he detected sarcasm in that phrase ; 
but one look in the speaker’s face 
was enough to banish that thought. 
He realized then and there that 
God had not created him for a life 
of compromise and defeat; that in 





his own life were possibilities 


which he was being called to 
realize. 

The prospect of overcoming did : 
not reside in himself, however, but 
in the promise of a presence. 
‘‘Have not I sent thee? .. . Surely 
I will be with thee.’’ These were 
the guarantees of success. God had 
sent a special Messenger to rouse 
Gideon to activity, just as* He has 
sent His Son to summon us to cam- 
paign against sin. In Christ’s 
promised help is the assurance of 
victory for every defeated life. 

3. Before Gideon could be 
trusted with the leadership of 
Israel he had to prove his loyalty 
in the home circle. That’s often 
the hardest place to take a stand 
for God. Gideon found it so; but 
he overcame the difficulties and 
struck a mighty blow for God. 
‘“Who hath done this thing?’’ 
asked the neighbors. We can hear 
their incredulity as the-word was 
passed around, ‘‘Gideon . . . hath 
done this thing.’’ Unbelievable! 
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That boy! But it was true. Gideon 
and God had offered a challenge to 
evil which would mark the turning 
point in a nation’s story. 

Thus the young man was pre- 
pared for a greater task—the con- 
quest of the Midianites. The story 
of that victory is one of the great 
epics of the Bible. He led his men 
into the battle shouting: ‘‘The 
sword éf the Lord, and of Gideon.’’ 
How like this man to put God 
first! Therein lay the secret of his 
success. He knew his own weak- 
ness, but he also knew the irre- 
sistible strength of the Lord. 

Victorious and popular, Gideon 
rose to his full stature when he 
declined to be named king. The 
glory was God’s. Always it will be 
God’s victory when evil is over- 
come of good, whether in your 
heart and mine, or in the world 
around. How we should thank Him 
for delivering us from sin and 
death! How we should pray for 
that day when, by the breath of 
His mouth, our Lord will destroy 
the wicked, and set up His eternal 
kingdom ! 

JULY 27, 1952 
God Prepares a Leader 
LESSON TEXT: 1 Samuel 1:20, 
24-28; 3:1, 16-4:la 
Golden Text: “The child Samuel grew 
on, and was in favour both with the Lord, 
and also with men” (1 Sam. 2:26). 

Again teachers will find it 
necessary to acquaint themselves 
thoroughly with the full story be- 
hind the brief passages selected as 
pupil material. This means reading 
the first three chapters of 1 Sam- 
uel, up to and including the intro- 
ductory phrase of 4:1. 

This Old Testament book intro- 
duces a new beginning in God’s 
dealings with His people. Under 
the judges, neither peace nor 
order were brought to Israel. The 
closing statement of the book is: 
**In those days there was no king 
in Israel : every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes.’’ In the 
absence of any true leadership, the 
land was reduced to anarchy. This 
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was not God’s purpose for Israel ; 
and today we begin a unit of 
lessons which shows how the lack 
of leadership was remedied and 
Israel was welded into a great 
nation. Two emphases should be 


. constantly in our minds: the un- 


folding of God’s plan in history, 
and the part played in that plan 
by chosen individuals. 

Lesson Material 

Assuming that the larger lesson 
has been read, we confine our- 
selves here to the pupil material. 
The record of Samuel’s birth (in 
1 Sam. 1:20) reminds us that he 
Disap- 
pointed by the lack of a child, and 
provoked in her distress by her 
husband’s other wife, Hannah 
took her grief to God. If He would 
answer her longing, she promised 
to dedicate her son to God’s serv- 
ice. Because Elkanah, Hannah’s 
husband, was a Levite, their child 
would necessarily have annual re- 
ligious duties to perform. But 
Hannah pledged her unborn child 
entirely to God’s service. 

The fulfillment of her promise 
is described in verses 24-28 of this 
same chapter. The third bullock 
offered in sacrifice symbolized the 
dedication of Samuel, the other 
two being the usual offerings made 
to God. Hannah reminded Eli at 
this time of her earlier visit to the 
Templé when he had accused her 
of drunkenness, but, on discover- 
ing his mistake, had graciously 
given her his blessing. Edersheim 
points out that this mistake of 
Eli’s indicates the low spiritual 
level of the times. He was appar- 
ently unaccustomed to seeing sin- 
cere worshipers in the Temple, 
but only too aware of the inso- 
briety which characterized reli- 


gious festivals. It was clearly time 


for God to work! 

If Hannah had known the truth 
about Eli’s sons, she would surely 
have been unhappy in leaving her 
young son in Shiloh. The horrible 
record of their sin is given in 2 :12- 
17 and 22. Greed and immorality 
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had disqualified them for holy 
service. In 3:1 we are told how 
Samuel busied himself in the Tem- 
ple, too young, at first, to realize 
the iniquity which was being prac- 
ticed under the veil of religion. 
It is not surprising that there ‘‘ was 
no open vision,’’ for God does not 
reveal Himself or His purposes to 
those who commit or compromise 
with sin. 
Samuel,in the Temple 

The familiar story of God’s call 
to Samuel (3:2-15) must be in- 
cluded in our: iesson material, 
although the actual verses are 
skipped. The statement that ‘‘Sam- 
uel told him every whit’’ (v. 18) 
imposes the necessity for reviewing 
the message given by God to 
Samuel for delivery to the high 
priest. It was a message of coming 
judgment, the justice of which was 
acknowledged by Eli when he 
said: ‘‘It is the Lord: let Him do 
what seemeth Him good.’’ Al- 
though he had been weak toward 
his sons, Eli knew the Lord and 


_submitted to His revealed will. 


Thus the Lord called His young 
servant to be His prophet—one 
who should hear the word of God 
and be its messenger to others. To 
physical growth were added spir- 
itual power and integrity (3:19). 
His peculiar enduement from God 
was apparent to the people and 
acknowledged by~them. From one 
end of the country to the other 
(‘‘from Dan even to Beer-sheba’’), 
Samuel was recognized as the 
prophet of God. The period of in- 
terrupted relationship between the 
Lord and His people had ended 
and a new era had begun. ‘‘The 
Lord revealed Himself to Samuel’’ 
describes the divine beginning of 
this new and gracious system of 
communication. ‘‘The word of 
Samuel came to all Israel’’ (4:1) 
tells how the young prophet ful- 
filled his part of the divine plan. 

Lesson Plan 

1. A Prepared Home 

a. A Godly family 

b. A praying mother 
2. A Prepared Life 

a. Youthful surrender 

b. Early training 
3. A Prepared Task 

a. The first assignment 

b. An honored messenger 

1. ‘‘God Prepares a Leader’’ is 
the title of our lesson, and we can- 
not escape the significance of the 
fact that He chose a Godly home 
for Samuel. Elkanah, his father, 
was a Levite, and the suggestion 
of the narrative is that he was a 
sincere and worthy man at a time 
when religion had been corrupted 
in the highest circles. The polyg- 
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amy of Elkanah has to be viewed 
in the light of the times in which 
he lived; but it is noticeable that 
there was real love between him 
and Hannah. Though she bore him 
no child, yet he showed her kind- 
ness and affection (1:5). When 
homes are characterized by love 
for God and mutual, family love 
the prospect is good for the chil- 
dren. 

Hannah stands out from the 
story as a woman of faith and 
prayer. Her son was given in re- 
sponse to her prayer, and she dedi- 
eated him to the Lord before his 
birth. Is there any greater start in 
life than to be born of a praying 
mother? Christian biography dem- 
onstrates that God honors the faith 
of such women, for many of the 
greatest servants of the Lord have 
been assigned to His service before 
their birth. Parents need to realize 
that the greatest ambition they can 
have for their children is that they 
should grow up into Christian dis- 
cipleship and service. And on the 
part of children it is important 
that they appreciate the privilege 
of a Christian home and praying 
parents. 

2. Samuel was surprisingly 
young when Hannah took him to 
the Temple and left him there to 
help Eli in the work of the sanc- 
tuary. There are different opinions 
on how soon children can be ex- 
pected to have a true experience of 
Christ in redemption and regenera- 
tion, but most people will agree 
that the sooner the better. God’s 
estimate of the spiritual capacity 
of children is surely indicated by 
the confidence He showed in the 
boy Samuel. While we should not 
expect a child to use adult lan- 
guage in describing his spiritual 
experience, we can believe that 
boys and girls are capable of 
understanding the facts of the 
Gospel and of responding to the 
love of God in Christ. 

Undoubtedly, one explanation of 
Samuel’s long and useful life was 
that he yielded his heart to God 
in boyhood and began to train 
early for his high responsibility. 
It is important to recognize that 


- the greater number of those who 


engage in successful Christian serv- 
ice find Christ in their teens. This 
was true of David Livingstone, 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, D. L. 
Moody, and many other outstand- 
ing leaders. How we should covet 
young lives for the Master! 

3. Samuel’s first assignment 
from God was a hard and unhappy 
one. Had he been able to choose, 
he would doubtless have passed it 
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up. But we are not permitted to 
choose. One of the tests of our fit- 
ness for God’s service is our will- 
ingness to do what He asks and go 
where He sends. Last week we 
saw how Gideon was charged with 
a difficult and dangerots mission 
in his own home situation. Because 
he was faithful, God promoted 
him to greater service. So it was 
with Samuel. So, also, will it be 
with us. ‘‘I’ll go where you want 
me to go, dear Lord.’’ 

From his boyhood experience of 
God, Samuel advanced into high 
responsibility. He was the direct 
channel between the Lord and His 
people. First he heard the word 
from the Lord, and then he passed 
it on to Israel. Through him, com- 
munication between Heaven and 
earth was established. Is there any 
sense in which we may engage in 
a similar task? Have we any word 
from God for those among whom 
we live? Of course we have. The 
Gospel is entrusted to us that we 
may pass it on to others. To our 
day and generation, we may be 
Samuels; as Paul the apostle said: 
‘‘God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto Himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them ; 
and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation’’ (2 Cor. 
5:19). 

AUGUST 3, 1952 

Samuel, Judge and Prophet 


LESSON TEXT: 1 Samuel 7:5-17 
Golden Text: “Prepare your hearts unto 
oe and serve Him only” (1 Sam. 

How does revival come? What 
conditions must be fulfilled before 
its blessings may be enjoyed? 
Many are asking such questions 
today, for it is realized by Chris- 
tian people that nothing can save 
America or the world short of 
spiritual revival. 

This lesson deals with revival. 
Under the inspiring leadership of 
Samuel, God called His people 
back to Himself, and poured out 
upon them the blessings of peace. 
We shall note with care the steps 
which led to this national recovery. 
But we shall also see how Israel 
suffered further decline and dis- 
grace before the days of restoration 
came. The harvest of sin had to 
be gathered before this humiliated 
nation was ready to confess its 
transgression and enter upon better 
times. 

What of America? Must this 
country experience deeper tragedy 
and disgrace before God can renew 
His blessings? Or are there suffi- 
cient believers in prayer and 
lovers of righteousness to inter- 


eede with God and resist. the tides 
of evil? Can we have revival now? 
Lesson Material 

Coming to 1 Samuel 7:3, we, 
recall that this summons to re- 
pentance followed over twenty 
years of national humiliation. The 
Philistines had administered a 
crushing defeat to the Israelites 
(4:1-2). Frantie over their losses, 
the defeated nation attempted to 
use the ark of God as a kind of 
charm, taking it with them into 
battle. Party to the scheme were 
Hophni and Phinehas, the un- 
worthy sons of Eli, who, as priests, 
were responsible for the safety of 
the ark. God permitted the Israel- 
ites to suffer a second disaster in 
battle, in which the ark was cap- 
tured and Hophni and Phinehas 
were slain. 

As a demonstration of victory 
over Israel and (as they supposed) 
over Israel’s God, the Philistines 
placed the ark in the temple of 
their own deity, Dagon. The Lord, 
however, took care of His own 
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honor before the eyes of the 
heathen. Dagon was ‘toppled over 
during the night; and when set 
again upon his base, the following 
night he was not only toppled over 


but broken in pieces. Alarmed over © 


these occurrences, the superstitious 
Philistines decided to return the 
ark, sending with it offerings of 
gold to appease the wrath of 
Israel’s God. 

Eventually the ark reached Kir- 
jath-jearim, where a guardian was 
appointed in the person of Eleazar 
(7:1). There the ark remained for 
twenty years while ‘‘all the house 
of Israel lamented after the Lord”’ 
(7:2). This did not signify re- 
pentance, for as the next verses 
indicate, the people continued their 
idolatrous practices. Unwilling to 
put away their sin, they neverthe- 
less bemoaned their unhappy ecir- 
cumstances while the threat of 
Philistine invasion and domination 
hung heavily over them. 

A Prophetic Voice 

What Samuel was doing all this 
time we are not told. In the light 
of the statement, ‘‘The word of 
Samuel came to all Israel’’ (4:1) 
we may believe that he engaged i 
an itinerate ministry, trave‘i 
from place to place and exhortin 
the people to forsake their sin and 
turn to the Lord. This would have 
been a necessary preliminary to a 
eall for national repentance. (Are 
there indications that America may 
be in this stage of God’s revival 
program just now?) 

After the twenty years, the word 
came to Samuel that he should 
speak for the Lord to the nation 
as a whole. Hence, he issued his 
proclamation (7:3) calling the 
people to put away their idols, to 
cleanse their hearts from evil, to 
dedicate themselves again to the 
service of God—all this as the 
necessary preliminary to victory 
and peace. Samuel then summoned 
a solemn national assembly at 
Mizpeh, where they poured out 
water before God as a sign of their 
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penitence and need of cleansing. 

The coming together of so many 
of Israel prompted the Philistines 
to action. Supposing that the 
people were preparing for war, 
they attacked, and the worshipers 
were in danger of extermination. 
They cried. to Samuel to pray for 
them, however, and as he suppli- 
eated the Lord im sacrifice and 
prayer, the Lord answered with a 
great storm which discomfited the 
enemy, who fell an easy prey to 
the Israelites. That day, Samuel 
commemorated the deliverance by 
raising. a monument which he 
named Eben-ezer, ‘‘the stone of 
help.”’ 

Years of peace followed, in 
which Samuel judged the people, 
traveling in circuit from place to 
place. The secret of his success is 
given in 7:17. He was a man of 
personal piety. He could lead others 
nearer to God because he lived 
near God himself. 


Lesson Plan 
1. The Need for Revival 
a. Religious decline 
b. National disaster 
2. , The Way to Revival 
a. Sin forsaken 
b. Hearts cleansed 
c. Loyalty pledged 
3. The Agent of Revival 
a. Samuel's preparation 
b. Samuel's qualification 
1. Israel’s troubles began with 
her forgetfulness of God. That was 
the cause which led to defeat in 
war and oppression by the enemy. 
Spiritual decline is the first step 
in every nation’s fall. When a 
people forsake moral standards and 
disregard divine ordinances they 
are on the sippery slope which 
leads to disaster. Is not this the 
reason why we need to be concerned 
over conditions in America today? 
Politicians may deplore. the ex- 
posure. of scandals because of the 
damage done to party prospects. 
Brt the revelation of corruption 
and vice in American life should 
oceasion concern for the future of 
this nation. 
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Idolatry, accompanied by im- 
morality, deprived Israel of the 
blessing of God and brought the 
penalty of war and economic dis- 
tress. The only way to restoration 
was through revival. It was neces- 
sary that Israel should repent and 
seek the Lord before His smile 
could be upon them once more. We 
may well feel that this is our only 
hope today. Therefore we should 
both pray and work for an out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit in 
revival experience. 

2. Samuel’s mission was to pre- 
pare for national revival. First, he 
called upon the peop'e to forsake 
their sins, which meant the repu- 
diation of idolatry with all its evil 
associations. Today’s idolatry is 
materialism: the worship of things 
in place of 'God. The graft whieh 
prevails in so many circles is the 
evidence of this sin. Men and 
women will stoop to any depths to 
make money and become rich. Here 
is need for repentance. 

Too wise to take the expression 
of regret for sin as the equivalent 
of repentance, Samuel ca'led upon 
the people to prepare their hearts. 
They had to abandon what had led 
them away from God and occa- 
sioned their degradation. America’s 
prospect of spiritual revival will 
be enhanced when definite steps 
are taken to deal with the evils of 
liquor, gambling, divorce, because 
the shame of these things has stung 
us into action. 

Samuel’s third call to Israel was 
to serve God. Moral reform is not 
enough. There must be the ac- 
knowledgment of God in respect 
for His day, attendance at His 
house, regard to His Word, and 
honor for His Son. Christ must be 
confessed to meet God’s require- 
ment today. 

3. God’s key man was Samuel. 
Like Moses, this great prophet of 
God had to aceept a period of 
preparation before he was ready 
for his great mission. Those twenty 
years :after the return of the ark 
must have vexed Samuel’s spirit. 
How he longed to get busy! But 
the Lord had a purpose in delay. 
Throughout those years the foun- 
dations were being laid for, re- 
vival to come. Somewhere in 
comparative obscurity today, per- 
haps, the Lord has His men (and 
His women) who shall one day lead 
out into revival blessing. If we are 
yielded to His purposes, we may be 
in that plan. 

The secret of Samuel’s success 
lay in his personal faith and 
spiritual integrity. He was no pro- 
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fessional who exhorted others and 
indulged himself. Back at his home 
in Ramah he had his altar where, 
in seclusion, he could worship the 
Lord and renew his resources. 
America and the world needs such 
people now: needs them desper- 
ately. Individuals and homes 
where God is honored will be the 
starting points for spiritual tides 


which shall bring in days of pros- 


perity and peace. 
AUGUST 10, 1952 
The Beginning of the Kingdom 
LESSON TEXT: 1 Samuel 9:1-2; 
10:24-27; 13:5-7, 19-22 

Golden Text: “The Lord will not forsake 
His people for His great name’s 2 
because it hath pleased the Lord to make 
you his people” (1 Sam. 12:22). 

This lesson is clearly intended to 
provide us with the historic back- 
ground for what follows. Teachers 
will need to read with care the 
complete passage 1 Samuel 9-13, 
which records the choice of Saul 
to be Israel’s first king, his early 
campaigns against the Philistines, 
his lack of obedience toward Sam- 
uel as God’s prophet (and there- 
fore toward God), and some of 
the problems of his kingdom. It 
is a lesson with much to teach us. 


Lesson Material 

The opening verses of 1 Samuel 
9 introduce us to the young man 
who would be the first occupant of 
Israel’s throne. In the previous 
chapter we have the nation’s de- 
mand for a _ kingdom—a _ de- 
mand which displeased Samuel 
since it reflected upon his leader- 
ship. However, God indicated the 
true nature of the request: ‘‘ They 
have not rejected thee, but they 
have rejected Me, that I should 
not reign over them.’’ Unwilling 
to trust in the unseen leadership 
of God, the people asked for a king 
like their neighbors, a request 
which was granted to them, al- 
though, at the same time, they 
were warned as to the conse- 
quences (8:10-18). 

Saul clearly came of good stock, 
his father being described as ‘‘a 
mighty man of power,’’ and his 
own physical qualities marking 
him out as a born leader of men. 
The story of how Saul sought his 
father’s asses can be made to serve 
a teaching purpose as it illustrates 
how the door to significant service 
may often be reached along paths 
of lowly duty. 

God’s message to Samuel con- 
cerning Saul (9:15-16), although 
indicating divine consent ‘toward 
the people’s demand, does not 
mitigate their offense in demanding 
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a king. In the divine providence, 
a mistaken choice on the part of 
Israel was to be used and over- 
ruled by God for the outworking 
of His plans. Men may contribute 
toward God’s program even in 
their unwisdom; but no credit or 
blessing is theirs. Better by far is 
it to co-operate with the Lord’s 
will, and to march shoulder to 
shoulder with Him toward the ful- 
fillment of His great purposes. 

At Mizpeh, Samuel presented to 
the people the man whom he had 
already anointed to be their king 
(10 :24-27). He also wrote in a 
book ‘‘the manner of the king- 
dom,’’ that is, a statement of the 
principles of the new monarchy 
for their guidance. The abiding 
influence of Samuel is indicated 
by the fact that it was he who 
dismissed the assembly, and not 
Saul. The mixed reception given to 
Saul provided occasion for a 
demonstration of prudence on his 
part which set forth his good 
qualities. Though some opposed 
his kingship, ‘‘he was as though 
he had been deaf’’ (margin). It is 
good, sometimes, neither to see nor 
hear things. 


Impatience and Disobedience 
Chapter 13 describes events 
whjch reveal traits in Saul’s char- 


acter which were to lead to his, 


downfall. Of courage he had 
plenty: note his dependence upon 
a small army of chosen men rather 
than upon numbers (13:2). Fol- 
lowing a victory by his son, Jona- 
than, Saul called the nation to 
battle. The Philistines, however, 
responded with a terrifying dis- 
play of military strength, which 
seared many of the Hebrews, who 
sought safety for themselves wher- 
ever they could hide. 

It must have seemed to Saul that 
his only success lay in a quick 
attack; but he could not go into 
battle owing to previous orders 
which he had received from Samuel 
to tarry for seven days (10:8). It 
was characteristic of Saul that he 
almost carried out this instruction. 
He waited until the seventh day 
began, but not until it ended. 
Samuel had intimated that his 
purpose in coming would be to 
sacrifice to God, and Saul, impa- 
tient to go into action, usurped 
Samuel’s place by commanding 
that sacrifices be offered in ad- 
vance of Samuel’s arrival. 

The personal consequences for 
Saul of this disobedience are stated 
in 10:14. But there were immediate 
consequences for the nation. While 
Saul and his son held certain 





strong points, the Philistines swept 
through the valleys, depriving the 
people of their weapons, and for- 
bidding even a smith to operate . 
among them. By disarming Israel 
in this way their enemies hoped to . 
hold them in constant subjection. 


Lesson Plan 

1. Israel Rejects God 

a. “Give us a king” 

b. “We have no king but Caesar’ 
2. Israel Granted a King 

a. Grace triumphing 

b. The price paid 
3. God Rejects Saul 

a. A promising beginning 

b. Prelude to tragedy 

1. Why did Israel want a king? 
Probably it was to be like neigh- 
boring nations. What a tragedy 
when those who are appointed to 
be ‘‘a peculiar people’ (Deut. 
14:2) seek conformity with the 
world! In the same way as this 
nation failed God the. professing 
church later betrayed its high 
calling. Called out of the world to 
be ‘‘a chosen generation’’ (1 Pet. 
2:9) it econsorted with the world, 
compromising its message and ob- 
scuring its: mission. The Church of 
Rome offers the tragic spectacle of 
Israel’s folly ‘repeated: a church 
which repudiated the spiritual 
rule of Christ and chose temporal 
power and man-centered autocracy 
instead. 

It must be remembered that the 
nation which preferred Saul’s 
reign to the theocracy of Heaven 
was one day to cry: ‘‘ We have no 
king but Caesar.’’ Its rejection of 
its true Lord led to the tragedy of 
Calvary; its preference for mortal 
rule led to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. The Caesar whom it chose 
instead of the Christ exercised the 
full right of earthly sovereignty 
and ground the Jewish people to 
dust beneath his heel. How awful 
is the responsibility of choice! 

2. God granted the demand of 
Israel and gave them Saul. Thus 
they were to be taught their lesson ; 
but thus, also, the purposes of God 
were to work themselves out to 
glorious fulfillment. The paradox 
of divine providence is stated in 
the words: ‘‘Surely the wrath of © 
man shall praise thee’’ (Psa. 76: 
10). Out of the debris of human 
folly God constructs the bulwarks 
of His kingdom. Saul led to David, 
and David prepared the way for 
Jesus, in whom the sins of men had 
atonement and forgiveness and the 
hopes of men were restored. The 
cross itself is the greatest example 
of how God takes the hideous 
blunders of men and transforms 


’ them into instruments of grace. 


(Continued on page 39) 
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Among the recent books put out by 
Zondervan is an Anthology of great 
sermons of the past from Chrysostom to 
Billy Sunday. It is a far cry from the 
golden mouth of Constantinople to the 
flaming evangelist, saved from a baseball 
diamond through a rescue mission, but 
the one thread of the Gospel runs 
through therh all. Savonarola has been 
badly treated by his translator or the 
compiler, Theodore W. Engstrom of 
Grand Rapids, may have chosen the 
simple two-page version for reasons of 
space. The compiler is also mistaken in 
thinking that the sermon by Frederic W. 
Robertson is one of the few ever printed 
by this famous preacher. I had read sixty 
of his sermons before I was twenty and 
the fat volume is one of my treasures 
today. 

D.GB. 


World Crisis and the Prophetic Scrip- 
tures will be a welcome volume to the 
student of the prophetic Scriptures. 
Dr. Wilbur Smith of Fuller Seminary 
has given us another book of timely 
references to the great subject of Bible 
prophecy. Moody Press, Chicago. $3.00. 
There are many good books on Bible 

prophecy. This is not just another one 
of them. No doubt many ministers have 
said to themselves, I would like to 
preach a series of messages on Bible 
prophecy but I do not know where I 
may obtain material to illustrate the 
truth of God’s Word. What secular evi- 
dence can I find which indicates that 
history is really fulfilling the prophetic 
plan of God? 

World Crisis and the Prophetic Scrip- 
tures is the answer. Dr. Smith sets forth 
briefly the outline of prophetic truth. 
Then, with copious notes carefully docu- 
mented, he supplies from the secular 
press, from magazines and books, from 

: documents of current history, facts which 
point to tendencies outlined in the 

Scriptures. The careful reading of this 

book will do two things: first, it will 





illustrate what to look for in the secular 
press and how to use it for prophetic 
purposes; two, it will enable the preacher 
who would declare prophetic truth, to 
present his message in such a manner 
that it is saved from being in a Biblical 
vacuum without any application to the 
modern day. If one studies this book and 
discovers Dr. Smith’s method of re- 
search, there is no reason in the world 
why he could not do the same thing for 
himself. 


World Crisis and the Prophetic Scrip- 
tures is an excellent book to give to an 
unsaved person who does some thinking. 
It is a book which does not appeal to 
ignorance. It faces the facts, adduces the 
evidence, and declares the Word. This 
book is a missionary book in that it is 
so written that it “gives a reason for the 
hope that it expresses.” - 

RLK. 


The Letters of Samuel Rutherford. Edited 
by Frank E. Gaebelein. Moody Press, 
Chicago. 480 p. $3.50 
Once again we are in debt to Moody 


- Press for the republishing of a Christian 


classic. For almost three centuries Chris- 
tians have treasured these letters. Ruth- 
erford wrote many other books, some 
internationally known, but Rutherford 
lives today in the book that he.did not 
set out deliberately to write. Because 
the author loved Christ with all his 
being, he still speaks through these 
intimate, searching letters. 

Samuel -Rutherford was born about 
the year 1600 in troubled Scotland. He 
was educated at the College in Edin- 
burgh, and in 1627 became the pastor 
at Anworth. In 1630 his wife and chil- 
dren died, and six years later he was im- 
prisoned at Aberdeen because of his 
opposition to Episcopacy and his defense 
of grace against Arminians. He remained 
there from 1636 to 1638, returned to An- 
worth for a year, and then went to St. 
Andrews as Principal of the College. In 
1643 he was: sent by the Church of 
Scotland as one of the Commissioners 
to the Westminster Assembly where he 
had a large share in drawing up the 
Shorter Catechism. In 1661 Rutherford 
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was summoned to appear before Parlia- 
ment on a charge of high treason, but he 
died before he could appear. “So he 
passed over, and all the trumpets sounded 
for him on the other side.” 

These letters, written over a period of 
30 years, were directed to a wide variety 
of readers. Rich, poor, young, old, com- 
mon people, lords, saved, unsaved, all 
received and kept these letters so rich 
in counsel, so strong in spirit, and so 
loving in purpose. Behind these letters 
stands a man of small physical stature 
who stood tall in spiritual things, a man 
of deep courage, saturated with Scrip- 
ture, with Christ. 

Rutherford had the gift of comfort. He 
had experienced much personal suffering 
in bereavement and imprisonment. God 
had comforted him in his trouble and 
Rutherford was quick to comfort others 
with the same comfort. “It is folly to 
think to steal to Heaven with a whole 
skin.” “They are not lost to you; but are 
laid up so well as that they are coffered 
in Heaven, where our Lord’s best jewels 
lie.” With such words he strengthened 
others in the Lord. 

Rutherford had no time for softness. 
The strength of the piety known and ex- 
pressed in these letters brings both 
shame and challenge to us who read 
them today. “Side not with these times.” 
“Duties are ours, events are the Lord’s.” 
“Receive a blow patiently for His sake.” 
“Take as many to Heaven as ye are able 
to draw.” 

Rutherford possessed a deep sense of 
the final victory in Christ. “There is no 
question, but our King and Lord shall be 
master of the fields at length.” “Be not 
afraid of men. Your Master can mow 
down His enemies and make withered 
hay of fair flowers.” “Howbeit this day 
be not Christ’s, the morrow shall be His.” 

A word of caution as you read these 
soul-satisfying letters: take your. time. 
Read without haste. Prayerful reading 
by those who want to know the Lord 
better will be rewarded. At the end we 
will say with the author, “Oh, how shal- 
low are our thoughts of Christ.” 
RN.O. 
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KOREA AT WAR 

(Continued from page 17) 
town which had been one-fifth, one- 
quarter, one-half, two-thirds, or 
three-fourths destroyed. Most of the 
Korean . houses are built of mud 
walls, with a few upright timbers 
and straw-thatched roofs. As the 
result of the bombings and fires set, 
flames would sweep through and 
leave nothing but bare stretches of 
ground which had been the sites of 
hundreds ‘of little homes. 

The refugees who have fied into 
South Korea are living in every 
imaginable place possible. I visited 
a number of the-refugee settlements 
in Taegu and Pusan and the condi- 
tion of the people living in them is 
almost impossible to describe. Hun- 
dreds and thousands of little shacks 
or huts, constructed of odd pieces 
of boards, of straw rice sacks,: of 
waste cartons, and in one or two 
cases of tin cans, hammered out 
flat and ingeniously fastened to- 
gether, are crammed into every 
available empty corner in the cities. 

Thousands of these people walked 
the 300 miles down from Seoul over 
a year ago, carrying the children 
and the aged members of their 
families on their backs. When their 
food was exhausted they lived on 
roots and dried grass which they 
picked on the way during the weeks 
and in some cases months of travel. 


The Spirit in spite of all the un- 
ofthe People speakable hardships 

which they have en- 
dured, is remarkable. During the 
nearly two months of my visit in 
Korea, during which time I spoke 
to hundreds of people, I did not 
hear one word of murmuring as to 
‘“Why did this have to happen to 
us?’’ There was a determination to 
win through somehow, whatever the 
cost, and not to be discouraged, 
which was a constant source of 
amazement to me. Not only so, the 
spirit of gratitude to America was 
most marked. Many times old men 
came to me with tears running down 
their faces, saying, ‘‘God must have 
a special blessing in store for 
America. When did any country 
send the food and clothing and 
equipment in the way that the 


American people have done in order _ 


to feed and clothe us? And still 
more, they have sent their sons, 
whose blood is being shed on the 
frozen hills for our sake!’’ 

In many of the churches daybreak 
prayer meetings have been held 
daily for months, and hundreds 
gather at 6 A.M. in unheated build- 
ings to meet the Lord and beseech 
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this time of national crisis. Many 
of the prayers to which I listened 
in the other services in the churches 
were deeply moving. They were full 
of confession and contrition of 
heart, recognizing that the suffer- 
ing through which they as a people 
were going was a divine judgment 
on their national sins. No excuses 
were made but merely humble and 
fervent pleas that God in His great 
merey would pardon and would 
again raise them up and enable 
them to live in a way that would 
please Him and bring glory to His 
Name. There was much earnest 
prayer in regard to the negotiations 
now being carried on and there was 
also a very deep fear that compro- 
mise was in the. air which. would 
mean a partition of their land and 
the very possible opening for the 
Communists to make another and 
even more disastrous attack on 
South Korea in the future. 

We in this country need to be 
much more grateful and humble 
before God for the unspeakable 
blessings and comforts which we 
enjoy and also to be fervent in our 
prayers for our brethren in Christ 
in Korea, so many of whom have 
lost everything and are carrying on 
under conditions of h&rdship and 
want which raust be seen in order to 
be realized. 


ENpD 
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WINDOW ON THE: WORLD 
(Continued from page 7) 


John Dos Passos, well-known 
novelist, writes: ‘‘It’s not St. 
Augustine or Rousseau, or Cellini; 
it is not one of the very .great auto- 
biographies because it lacks their 
passionate zest for life in all its 
diverse and varied forms. But 
among the testimonials of the suf- 
fering spirit of man I think the 
book will stand high, somewhere 
between Dostoievsky’s The Pos- 
sessed and the narratives of the light 
within like Pilgrim’s Progress and 
George Fox’s Journal that abound 
in the literature of seventeenth- 
eentury England. Amid all the 
hysterics that have characterized 
American writing during the last 
few years this is the only book I 
have seen that really penetrates into 
those depths where every man,-in the 
agony of solitude, has at last to 
make his decision. . . . That there is 
something uplifting in the prospect 
of the immensity of pain that the 
human soul can contain is one of 
the great paradoxes that make life 
supportable. The appalling part of 
the book to me was the landscape 
that formed itself in my mind as a 


‘background to the gnawing agonies 


of the narrative; a landscape with 
figures of a society dedicated to its 
own destruction. How can it be that 





in a few short years we have sunk 
so low? A society or a nation has 
some aspects of a living organism. 
We all know that a living organism 
that fails to react to danger is sick 
of dying. The questions raised in the 
mind by the moral lynchings of Whit- 
taker Chambers by the right-think- 
ing people of this country are so 


grave and urgent that a man breaks ~ 


out in a cold sweat to think of them. 
Can -it be that the ‘liberals’ who 
control communications in the press 
and the radio and the schools and 
the colleges in this country have 
already crawled under the yoke of 
the Communist Party? I mean in 
spirit. We know that they are not 
dues-paying members. . .”’ 

United States Senator Richard M. 
Nixon, from California, formerly a 
member of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, which first 
probed the Hiss case, includes the 
following in his review: ‘‘I recog- 
nize that mine will probably be a 
minority view and one that will be 
subject to the charge of prejudice, 
I say that, Witness is a great book, 
and that the verdict of history will 
find it so. Witness does a number of 
things well. It is an amazingly ac- 
eurate account of what happened 
during the Congressional ‘red-her- 
ring’ investigation of the Hiss case. 
It is a moving and stirring story of 
the dramatic conflict between two 
powerful and determined person- 
alities—Hiss and Chambers. It sheds 
a withering light on the netherworld 
of deceit, subversion, and espionage 
which is the Communist conspiracy. 
It is a detective thriller—of the 
first order. If it did only these 
things, Witness would be a signifi- 
cant book, but its greatness is de- 
rived from, the fact. that it answers 
the great question presented by the 
Hiss case—Why ?’’ 

The S.R.L. publishes two short 
adverse reviews. One is' by Charles 
Alan Wright, Assistant Professor 
of Law at the University of Minne- 
sota who writes in a vein that is 
almost. hysterical. His chief burden 
is to bring up the sins of Chambers’ 
past, to admit that the latter had 
returned to religion and to recom- 
mend that he take knowledge of the 
Ninth Commandment, and not be a 
false witness. He calls the whole 
book ‘‘a long work of fiction,’’ but 
shows no evidence that there is 
fiction. The other is by R. B. Morris, 
of Columbia University, a well- 
known partisan of the New Deal, 
who squeals like a stuck pig but 
produces no facts to confront the 
evidence that the. whole liberal 
movement ‘‘has been inching its ice 
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cap over the nation for two 
decades.’’ He attempts to cast slan- 
der on Chambers because of in- 
sanity in an ancestor and because 
of the suicide of a brother. Person- 
ally, I do not need to know the I. Q. 
of a man who tells me that my 
house is on fire, if it is on fire. 
Morris closes his review with a 
quotation from Chambers, ‘‘There 
is another witness. At least, like 
Hamlet, I see a cherub, who sees 
one.’’ Morris wants to know who 
this other witness is, and if Cham- 
bers is shielding someone else. Morris 
is obtuse. The other witness is Truth 
herself. 

ATLANTIC CITY YWCA 

One of the most important and 
far-reaching decisions in a superior 
court of law that has been handed 
down in many a day, came from 
the Supreme Court of New Jersey 
in April. Lawyers will find the case 
listed as No. A-71, September Term, 
1951. The case had grown out of 
the attempt of Unitarians to cap- 
ture the Fundamental Y.W.C.A. in 
Atlantic City, N. J. 

Years ago a group of faithful 
women had established the Y.W.C.A. 
and had withdrawn from the na- 
tional organization when the latter 
became Christless. For many years 
the Atlantic City Y.W.C.A. has 
been a tower of spiritual strength, 
with real services to women in that 
tourist-filled community. Regular 
Bible Conferences are held there in 
addition to many services in the 
restaurant, public rooms, and dormi- 
tories. The Editor of Eternity, 
along with many evangelical leaders, 
has spoken there. 

Some time ago a group of women 
in Atlantic City,.headed by a Uni- 
tarian and some Hicksite Quakers, 
attempted to pack the meeting of 
the Y.W.C.A. in order to wrest 
control from the fundamental be- 


‘lievers who are in charge. Being 


ruled out of order they took the 
matter to the courts. A long trial 
developed before a judge who seemed 
to have little sympathy for Chris- 
tians, and he ruled in favor of the 
Unitarians. The case was carried to 
the Supreme Court by the two 
Christian lawyers, Weidner Titzck 
and Jacob Stam. There are para- 
graphs from the decision. which 
must be made a part of our record. 

The Justices showed peculiarly 
clear insight into spiritual matters, 
and got to the heart of the situation 
in a remarkable manner. ‘‘The issue 
here concerns the propriety of ju- 
dicial interference in the internal 
affairs-of the defendant Y.W.C.A.’’ 
a non-profit corporation. ‘‘The judg- 
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ment (of the lower court) directed 
the. admission to ‘voting: member- 
ship’ in the defendant Association 
of the twelve individual non-member 
plaintiffs ‘as well as all other 
women and girls of good character 
who shall make application’ to the 
Association for such membership 
‘and pay the dues’ free of any con- 
dition or requirement that the ap- 
plicants ‘be members of any par- 
ticular Christian church or religious 





sect’ or that they ‘subscribe to any William A. Mierop 
statement of faith and dogma;’ ”’ President 

and that a complete reorganization Philadelphia Bible Institute 

take place to make the Association Speaking ibngenante 
conform to this creedless, non- 

Christian plan desired by the plain- ameay 3 ray ane puny ee 
tiffs. Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Penna, 








After citing the history of the 
Association and giving all the legal 
citations in connection with its or- PEWS. PULPIT m CH \i@an 
ganization and history, the decision ASR See 5.1 Fur wilieze 
turns to the actions of the Unitar- 
ians, as follows: ‘‘The plaintiffs 
comprise also six voting members WW dh iccael baad 


and one associate member of the SCRANTON 
defendant Association. The plain- + = 











tiff non-members sponsored a move- 


ment for a radical alteration in the 

policy and program and aspirations oe Ad, AR TS, 
of the defendant Association. A ! Meade wp tn ate tet se 
campaign was undertaken to enlarge Estimates figured on charts any size 

the membership. 3,000 application irae sinus et Cagenmtney soap 

forms: were printed and circulated. R. E. WARNER 
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group made a pledge to obtain 25 
applications for membership.. The 
result of the concerted effort was 
the tender by the plaintiffs of some 
247 applications for voting member- 
ship. They were advised by the 
executive authority of the Associa- 
tion that no action would be taken 
on the applications until a personal 
interview was had with the indi- 
vidual applicant. 

‘Meanwhile, a resolution was 
adopted by the plaintiff group and 
their associates demanding that the 
president and the board of directors 
of the defendant Association ‘resign 
their offices in order that the demo- 
eratic processes may be allowed to 
function in carrying out the purpose 
of the Association.’ In a word, the 
complaint was that the management 
of the defendant Association had 
deviated in policy and program 
from its certificate of incorporation 
and the statute under which it was 
organized, particularly in regard to 
the requirement of affiliation with 
a Protestant evangelical church as 
a sina qua non of membership in the 
Association. Voting memberships 
were denied the plaintiff applicants, 
but associate memberships were ten- 
dered and refused. 

“*These were the grounds assigned 
for the action taken: Three were 
denied admission for want of affilia- 
tion with a Protestant evangelical 
church or belief in the doctrine and 
dogma of evangelical Protestantism 
—one was a Unitarian, another a 
Hicksite Friend, and the third did 
not ‘believe in the Protestant evan- 
gelical position,’ but ‘was definitely 
against it;’ and had joined in the 
demand for resignation of the presi- 
dent and board of direetors because 
she was ort of sympathy with the 
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basic principle which united the 
organization .. .’’ 


The decision then recounts the 
grounds on which the defendants 
had refused voting membership to 
the plaintiffs. It then returns to a 
discussion of the decision of the 
lower court: ‘‘The Superior Court 
found that plaintiffs were excluded 
from membership in the defendant 
association ‘primarily because they 
held . Christian Protestant beliefs 
different from defendants, not be- 
cause they were not in harmony 
with the objects of the Y.W.C.A. 
as expressed by the certificate of 
incorporation ;’ and that ‘A by-law 
preseribing a religious qualification 
for membership’ cannot be sustained 
because ‘the articles of incorpora- 
tion . . . are silent on the subject.’ 
The reasoning is that such a restric- 
tion is effective only if embodied in 
the certificate of incorporation, and 
the particular membership qualifi- 
cation of adherence to evangelical 
Protestantism embodied in the con- 
stitution and by-laws of the defend- 
ant society ‘is violative of and in- 
consistent. with the statute and 
certificate of incorporation, and is 
therefore a nullity.’ We take a dif- 
ferent view.’’ 


That last sentence is the heart of 
the decision. The Supreme Court of 
New Jersey overrules the idea that 
people: out of sympathy with a 
doctrinal and spiritual purpose can 
enter an organization, pack it with 
their followers and steal the work 
from those who have built it up. 
Thank ‘God that there are men in 
high places who will stand for jus- 
tice and truth, even when it favors 
doctrines which the Lord has said 
will be hated by the world. The fol- 
lowing paragraph is the remarkable 
setting forth by this high court of 
the inwardness of true Christianity. 


“There can be no doubt that at 
the outset the defendant society was 
constituted of persons associated 
together as adherents to Protes- 
tant evangelical principles and be- 
liefs. But it is said that the limi- 
tation of membership to disciples 
of the Protestant evangelical tenets 
and dogma serves an essentially 
sectarian and denominational de- 
sign foreign to the basic purposes 
of the Association delienated in 
the charter, and therefore ultra 
vires and void. Evangelical faith 
signifies full acceptance of the 
Gospel. The standards of doctrine 
of Protestant evangelicalism are 
embodied in the Apostles’ Creed 
and the Gospels. We have been 
referred to the dictionary for the 
terms of classification and - the 
definitive characteristics and dif- 
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ferences. ‘Evangel’ means the 
message or news of the Christian 
dispensation and the redemption 
of mankind through Christ as 
revelation of the grace of God; 
hence, one of the four Gospels. 
‘Evangelicalism’ signifies belief in 
the divinity of Christ and con- 
formance to the spirit of the 
Gospel and’ the teachings of the 
New Testament—a school among 
the Protestants which holds that 
the essence of the Gospel consists 
mainly in its doctrines of man’s 
sinful condition and need of sal- 
vation, the revelation of God's 
grace in Christ, the necessity of 
spiritual renovation and partici- 
pation in the experience of re- 
demption through faith. See 
‘evangel’ and ‘evangelical’ in Web- 
ster’s New International Diction- 
ory, 2d ed. Evangelical belief 
includes acceptance of the mys- 
tery of the Holy Trinity; hence, 
it differs fundamentally from the 
Unitarian theology which rejects 
the Trinity and holds that God 
exists ‘only in one person, and also 
sustains the right of private judg- 
ment in theological matters. Thus, 
a by-law conditioning membership 
upon adherence to the articles of 
Christian faith expressed in the 
Apostles’ Creed and the doctrines 
of the four Gospels would be in 
keeping with the essential object 
of the society. The very name 
assumed by the Association and 
the declaration of purpose made 
in the corporate charter plainly im- 
port an alliance of believers in 
the Trinity and the Divinity and 
teachings of Christ to serve the 
spiritual, temporal and social wel- 
fare of womankind. ‘Spiritual’ has 
reference to the soul and the Di- 
vine Will and sacred things. It 
follows that the constitution limit- 
ing the voting membership to 
professing believers in the Chris- 
tian faith, doctrine, worship and 
discipline comprehended and prac- 
ticed by evangelical Protestantism 
does not involve a radical and un- 
authorized deviation from the cor- 
porate charter of the defendant 
society. That would be within and 
not beyond the granted power.” 


After a long discussion of the 
nature of quasi-religious and non- 
profit corporations, the decision in 
strong language justifies the right 
of the board of directors to refuse 
voting memberships to any who are 
not thoroughly in accord with the 
doctrines of the Association, and 
states that the right of membership 


ees 


in such an Association ‘‘is not a 


‘ justiciable question.’’ The last sen- 


tence of the decision: ‘‘The judg- 
ment is reversed; and the cause is 
remanded with direction to dismiss 
the complaint.’’ Praise God! 
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DAILY MEDITATIONS 

(Continued from page 19) 
do not have the Word in our hands, it is 
always to recall to us something about the 
Lord Jesus as He is revealed in these pages. 
LORD, DAILY REVEAL THYSELF TO US. 

July 16 

A LADDER (28:12) 

Dreams, science tells us, are the coming 
to the surface of our subconscious thoughts. 
If this be true, then Jacob must have been 
thinking, first, of the distance which sep- 
arated him from God, and of his absolute 
need of bridging that distance and estab- 
lishing communication with the God of his 
fathers. And God was not slow to intervene 
and answer the thoughts of his deepest 
need. The ladder would have certainly made 
him realize that there was a way from 
earth to Heaven, and that God would re- 
veal Himself to him in spite of all that he 
must have known his character to be. From 
the moment in which God first established 
an altar at the door of the Garden of Eden 
there has never been a time when there 
was not a way of access from the need of 
man to the grace of God. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR TWO-WAY COM- 
MUNICATION. 

July 17 
SET. UP ON THE EARTH (28:12) 

Love that doesn’t reach all the way to 
earth would be worthless to us. That is 
why we sing, 

O the love that drew salvation’s plan! 

O the grace that brought it down to man! 

O the mighty gulf that God did span, 

At Calvary. 

And while the ladder may not be a type 
of Christ the truth is to be found here 
that God has done something to meet our 
deepest need, and to make it possible for 
us to have access to Him. It was on earth 
that sin began (Isa. 14:13), and not in 
Heaven as Dante and Milton would have 
it. The Lord Jesus Christ made a special 
point of reminding the Father that He had 
glorified Him “on the earth” (John 17:4). 
And the earth itself also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption (Rom. 
8:21). The earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea (Hab. 2:14). 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR .ACCOUNTING 
FOR EVERYTHING. 


4 18 
THE TOP OF IT REACHED TO HEAVEN pln 
; All man’s ladders to Heaven have -miss- 
ing rungs and they are never high enough 


to reach to that for which they are needed. 


But the Lord’s provision is always a per- 


fect one, and He has never started anything - 


that He did not finish, or provided for a 
need with half-measures. All that the Lord 
does is always well done. “As for God, His 
way is perfect” (2 Sam. 22:31). In mod- 
ern language, God has never left anyone 
out on a limb, and no one who has put his 
trust in the Lord has been caught short. 
No matter what your problem may be, and 
no matter in what circumstances you may 
find yourself, you may be sure that the 
Lord’s way out is going to reach all the 
way to Heaven. And in addition to reach- 
ing all the way to Heaven, God’s ladder has 
angels on it. ’ 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY PERFEC- 
TIONS. 


BEHOLD THE ANGELS OF GOD pose” 
Angels are ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister to those who are the heirs of 
salvation (Heb. 1:14). The inner sig- 
nificance of this scene was revealed by our 
Lord Himself when Nathaniel, “an Israel- 
ite indeed in whom is no guile” (John 
1:47) was brought to Jesus. “Hereafter ye 
shall see Heaven open, and the angels 
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ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man” (John 1:51). It was clearly a 
prophecy that the Jews would be converted 
and restored and that the Lord Jesus; their 
Messiah, would bring salvation to them, 
and that, they should rule with Him in His 
coming reign. The ministry of angels in 
our behalf is a very great one, and a 
doctrine that needs to be studied in the 
Word. There are angels hoverin’ round, as 
the Negro spiritual has it, and these angels 
are watching over us for Him. 
LORD, MAY THINE. ANGELS KEEP US. 

July 20 
BEHOLD THE LORD STOOD ABOVE IT (28:13) 

Nothing could be more calculated to allay 
Jacob’s fears and to stimulate his hopes 
than the revelation of the Lord directly to 
himself. He haa undoubtedly been raised 
in the atmosphere of the stories of the 
appearances of the Lord to Abraham and 
to Isaac. Now he is to see God personally 
for the first time, and it will be the pivot 
of his life. He will erect the stone of 
memory to mark the spot, and he will come 
back to it later in life, after having learned 
to think more about the Lord than about 
places. The margin of the revision places 
the Lord, not at the top of the ladder, but 
beside Jacob. The Hebrew is the same as 
that which describes the three men as be- 
side Abraham (18:2). It is the presence of 
the Lord that is calculated to. remove all 
fears and to bring all strength and joy. 
LORD, BE THY PRESENCE EVER WITH US. 

July 21 
1 AM THE LORD GOD (28:13) 

There is no difficulty that a fresh vision 
of the Lord will not resolve; there is no 
fear that a new hearing of the Lord’s 
Word will not banish. There is no loneli- 
ness that the presence of the Lord will not 
dispel; there is no need that the resources 
of the Lord will not satisfy. If the be- 
liever can only come to the realization that 
the Lord is with him in order to be all 
things to him and to do all things for him, 
life can immediately become that which 
the Lord wishes it to be for all His chil- 
dren. Our Lord is far more eager to bless 
us than we are to receive the blessings. We 
all of us know that a good father and 
mother are more desirous of having their 
children well, joyful, and blessed than the 
children are to be well, joyful, and blessed. 
Life is the process of growing up and 
learning, often the hard way, that our own 
choices are not best. Then when we see 
the Lord He becomes all. 

LORD, EVER REVEAL THYSELF TO US. 

July 22 
THE LAND WHEREON THOU LIEST, TO THEE 
WILL 1 GIVE IT (28:13) 

“The earth is the Lord’s and the: fullness 
thereof; the world and they that dwell 
therein” (Psa. 24:1). It should go without 
saying, then, that the Lord can dispose of 
His property in the way that He desires. 
Certainly the Lord did not choose the land 
of Israel because its mountains were higher 
than those in other lands. He did not 
choose it because its plains were broader. 
He did not choose it because it was more 
fertile. None of these things are true. 
There are higher mountains, broader and 
richer valleys. The Lord chose this land 
because there had to be some spot on earth 
in which a hole could be dug in some square 
foot of that earth, that a cross might be 


t 
- _ - 





planted on ‘which the Son of God might 
die. And in His sovereignty He gave the 


land to the people of His choice, who were . 


to bring the line of the seed of the woman 
to fruition in the incarnate Saviour. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU HAST 
GIVEN THIS DEED. 

July 23 


THOU SHALT SPREAD ABROAD (28:14) 

The true reason for anti-Semitism is to 
be found here. All of the force of Satan 
is arrayed against the plan of God. He 
was the original prince of this world and 
he wants to run it in his fashion. But God 
is moving toward redemption, not only 
the redemption of man but the redemption 
of the whole creation which groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together until now (Rom. 
8:22). The Lord Jesus told believers that 
if they were of the world, the world would 
love them; but because they were not of 
the world, but He had elected them out of 
the world, that therefore—therefore, that 
is because of their election—the world 
would hate them (John 15:19). This is, of 
course, true of Israel as the elect nation as 
it is true of the believers today as the 
elect body of Christ. One of the saddest 
forms of anti-Semitism is that of the fun- 
damental believers who are a-millenarians, 
and who deny the reality of all these 
promises. 

LORD, MAY WE TRULY LOVE ISRAEL. 
July 24 


SHALL ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH BE 


BLESSED (28:14) 

This is the reason why the Lord chose 
Israel. He later expanded this promise: 
“For thou art an holy people unto the Lord 
thy God: the Lord thy God hath chosen 
thee to be a special people unto Himself, 
above all people that are upon the face of 
the earth. The Lord did not set His love 
upon you, nor choose you, because ye 
were more in numiber than any people; for 
ye were the fewest of all people: but be- 
cause the Lord loved you, and because He 
would keep the oath which He had sworn 
unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought 
you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed 
you out of the house of bondmen” (Deut. 
7 :6-8). And the reason behind this choice 
was, certainly, that this people might be 
the line which ,would bring forth the Lord 
Jesus Christ. God has no plans, no loves, 
no choices apart from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

LORD, BLESS US IN CHRIST. 
July 25 
BEHOLD | AM WITH THEE (28:15) 

How far are the blessings of God from 
our just deserts. Surely this passage should 
show us that the Lord does not bless us 
because of anything in ourselves, but be- 
cause He has been pleased to set His love 
upon us in sovereign grace. Here was this 
weak, effeminate fugitive, running from 
the fruit of his trickery. We could not 
have been astonished if God had met him 
in the way and slain him by a lion as He 
did the disobedient prophet (1 Ki. 13:24). 
We could not have complained if’ God had 
spoken to him sharply, as He did to Elijah 
in flight, “What doest thou here?” (1 Ki. 
19:9). But the Lord does not give us what 
we deserve. The Father put upon Jesus all 
that we deserve in order that He might put 
on us all that Christ deserves. Look back 
and consider your state at the moment 
when the Lord shined the truth of Christ 
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.into your darkened heart. You will then 


esteem yourself no less indebted to the 
electing love of God than Jacob, Paul, or 
any other. 
LORD, WEIGH US DOWN WITH THE SENSE. OF 
GRACE. 
July 26 

1 WILL KEEP THEE IN ALL PLACES (28:15) 

This would have been a_ wonderful 
promise if it had said that the Lord would 
keep Jacob in all places where Jacob fol- 
lowed the divine leading. But grace is 
much more abounding and astounding than 
that. The promise was a plain declaration 
that the Lord would keep Jacob in all 
places that he went. As we study Jacob’s 
later life we find that he certainly went 


_ places of his own. choosing. The Lord 


would no more have led him to Shechem 
(33:18) where his sons murdered all the 
men in a village, than He would have. led 
Lot to dwe'l in Sodom. But the Lord was 


with Jacob, even as He has been with you’ 


and me when we have strayed from the 
path of His directive will. This is mar- 
velous grace, and it should bow us to our 
faces and keep us from running in any 
paths that are not of His direction. 
LORD, MAY WE EVER WALK IN THY PLACES. 
July 27 
I WILL NOT LEAVE THEE (28:15) 

The promise of the presence of the Lord 
is one of the most precious of all promises. 
It was made here to Jacob in pure grace. 
It was made to Moses for all the people 
before they crossed the Jordan with Joshua 
(Deut. 31:6). It was made to Joshua as 
he assumed the leadership and faced battle 
(Josh. 1:5, 8). It was made to Solomon 
for the building of the Temple (1 Chron. 
28:20). It was made to the disciples just 
before the Lord ascended into Heaven 
(Mt. 28:20). It was confirmed to us who 
live today, for the Lord said, “Let your 
manner of life be without covetousness ; 
and be content with such things as ‘ye have; 
for He hath said, I will never leave thee 


-nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). It is this 


guiding and abiding presence of the Lord 
with us which makes it possible for us to 
say the next verse in that promise: “Thus 
we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, 
and I will not fear what man shall do 
unto me” (Heb. 13:6). 
LORD, MAKE US CONSCIOUS OF THY 
PRESENCE. 

July 28 
1 KNEW IT NOT (28:16) 

To be ignorant of great spiritual truths 
is great spiritual tragedy. Yet we look 
around us today and we see multitudes who 
are unaware of the presence of God. There 
are astronomers who see the universe and 
who fail to see the God of the universe. 
There are physicists who see the track of 
the electron in the cloud chamber, but are 
themselves in a cloud without God. There 
are philosophers who are lost in human 
thought and fail to know the Lord who is all 
true reason. There are ministers who get 
sermons from the Bible and who do not 
find the Lord Himself in the Word of God. 
And you—in the circumstances in which 
you find yourself. today—are you aware 
that God is in the place where you are in 
this moment? Do you know that the Lord 
has brought you where you are in this 
moment in order to be gracious to you? 
LORD, OPEN OUR EYES TO SEE THEE. 


JuLY 1952 


July 29 
HOW DREADFUL IS THIS PLACE (28:17) 

We must not be deceived by the fact that 
the word dreadful is now used amost en- 
tirely in a weakened sense, applied to ob- 
jects exciting fear or aversion. The early 
use of the word conforms to the Hebrew, 
which sets forth the idea of that which 
excites reverence or awe. I have known. of 
people who have claimed that a minister 
should never have the title Reverend be- 
cause the word was found but once in the 
Bible and applied to God. The English 
word is found once but the Hebrew word 
(the same as dreadful) is found many 
times, and its root meaning is tremble. 
What Jacob was experiencing was the 
emotion of which the Negro spiritual 
sings: “Were you there when they. cruci- 
fied my Lord . . . Ohh. . . sometimes it 
causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble . . .” 
It is good to wake up in such places. 

LORD, GIVE US HOLY, REVERENTIAL AWE OF 
THEE. 

July 30 
THIS IS THE HOUSE OF GOD (28:17) 

It should be noticed that there was no 
building there, and yet -it was called a 
house. There are many figurative uses of 


the word, but one which appeals to me’ is 


the first time the word (beth) is found in 
the Bible. It occurs in the command of God 
to Noah concerning the building of the 
ark. He was to pitch it within and with- 
out (Gen. 6:14). That idea of within-ness 
is the core of this word. “It takes a heap 
o’ livin’ to make a house a home,” the poet 
has said, and all of the idea of home is to 
be found in the inwardness of this word. 
The blessing that had come upon Jacob 
through the vision was: such that when the 
dream was gone the glory was still present. 
This was no passing fancy; this was a 
reality that satisfied the soul. And in this 
age of the presence of the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in the lives of believers (John 
14:17), the place where you are is always 
the house of God. It may be your bed- 
room, it may be your car, it may be your 
place of work. But He dwells there. 
LORD, KEEP US FEELING AND KNOWING 
WITHIN-NESS. 

July 31 
JACOB ROSE UP EARLY IN THE MORNING 
(28:18) 

It would appear that the moment of 
awakening after the dream, in which the 
startled man could see the brightness of 
Heaven’s glory after the dream had gone, 
somewhat as we can see a landscape in total 
darkness after the lightning has etched it 


on our eyes, was followed by peaceful’ 


slumber. The Lord is always interested in 
our sleep. He wants to refresh us, and 
has told us that sleep is a gift from Him- 
self: “He giveth His beloved sleep” (Psa. 
127 :2). Jacob went back to sleep and rested 
quietly till the morning. He had been 
sapped by emotional distress and had 
hastened forty-three miles, looking behind 
him all the way, and had gone to sleep on 
a hard pillow, surrounded by dark walls 
of loneliness. How wonderful a cure for 
insomnia is a fresh knowledge of the grace 
of God. Let the unregenerate count sheep 
jumping over a wall. Let the believer listen 
to the voice of the Shepherd. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR REST IN THYSELF. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 

(Continued from page 31) 

But Israel could not escape the 
consequences of its wrong choice. . 
Samuel warned them what king- 
ship would mean (1 Sam. 8:11-18). 
Their sons would be taken for his 
armies, their daughters for his 
domestic service, their fields to 
reward his favorites, and their 
money to pay his bills. Those who 
say ‘‘No’’ to God expose themselves 
to the bondage of Satan—that is 
the alternative. ‘‘Choose you whom 
ye will serve.’’ 

3. God has at least the same 
rights as men. If they reject Him, 
He may reject them. Saul is a 
bitter disappointment. He began 
well, with evidence of humility and 
prudence in his conduct. But his 
later years did not fulfill the prom- 
ise of his youth. Did pride of office 
turn his head? Did he suppose 
that, as king, he was above the 
requirement of obedience? If so, 
the tragedy of his life should warn 
us. all that God demands complete 
submission to His will from all 
men alike. 

The offense of 1 Samuel 13 :8-10 
seemed a small thing; but it was 
indicative of an attitude. Saul 
would fulfill the letter of God’s 
demands but not the spirit, for his 
heart rebelled against everything 
which conflicted with his will. It 
must be Saul first, then God. That 
is always the road to disaster. Only 
when we are prepared to put God 
first, whatever the cost to us, are 
we safe. 
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MORAL PURITY 

(Continued from page 21) 
sin, but it is not final. Such justice 
hardens the soul rather than 
remedies it. Often an individual 
who experiences such subjective 
hardening will go on in his selfish, 
indulgent ways, gratifying his 
desires and actually enjoying the 
process. Karl Heim declares that 
an immoral man first will be 
severely convicted of his sin and 
as he performs his act the second 
time, and the third time, and the 
fourth, he gradually loses all com- 
punction of conscience on the 
matter and enjoys it. For such 
there is only one way of justice 
and that is a future judgment. All 
those who plunge into an unclean 
and immoral life stand in jeopardy 
of their eternal souls. Such actions 
soil and spoil everything in their 
lives. 

Our passage of Scripture, how- 
ever, tells us that God has made 
provision for man to be cleansed 
from such sin and to have victory 
ever it. He declares, ‘‘He there- 
fore that despiseth, despiseth not 
man, but God, who hath also given 
unto us his Holy Spirit.’’ The 
Holy Spirit is the gift of God, the 
third person of the Trinity, who 
comes to take up His abode in the 
life of the believer at his adoption 
as a child of God. The Spirit 
regenerates us, indwells us, and 
empowers us to be holy. He is a 
partaker of the holiness of God, 
and He cannot brook uncleanness, 
or lack of consecration in the life 
of a believer in whom He dwells. 
Therefore, he who has the Spirit 
in him must sanctify himself. He 
must cleanse himself from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God. The work of the Spirit in the 
believer is entirely opposed to the 
work of the flesh. 

Paul urges us to grieve not the 
Spirit by which we are sealed 
against the day of redemption. 
Nothing will more quickly grieve 
the Spirit of God than the physical 
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sins by which an individual is 
joined to another person in an 
immoral relation. He will terminate 
all of his ministry until there is 
total repentance, confession, and 
obedience in that soul. No man or 
woman is to believe, however, that 
there can be no forgiveness for such 
sin. The Lord forgave the woman 
taken in adultery and in itself sin 
of that nature is no different from 
even the more refined sins of the 


spirit which do great damage. All 


sin can be forgiven except sin 
against the Holy Spirit. He who 
will, in Godly sorrow over his sin, 
turn to Jesus Christ, confessing 
that sin and desiring to be cleansed 
of it with a high purpose to live in 
obedience to Jesus Christ will find 
that the Lord is gracious and 
merciful, that he will abundantly 
pardon. Tt was for the purpose of 
forgiving sin that Jesus Christ 
came into this world and died 
upon the cross. The depth of His 
love led Him to go lower in His 


. suffering than any human being 


will ever have to go for his sin, 
for His suffering was sufficient for 
the sins of the race including that 
sin. Take that sin then and lay it 
upon Jesus. Let God cleanse: you 
and constitute you a new creature 
in Him so that you can be holy. 
The promise is, ‘‘Come, let us rea- 
son together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.”’ 

God makes this offer, God gives 
this commandment, God warns of 
this punishment, and he who sets 
aside all this is not merely despis- 
ing man but he is setting aside or 
despising God, rejecting God’s will, 
His plan, and His provision for 
our cleansing. To disregard God is 
to be enroute to the inevitable 
judgment, ““Whoremongers ne 
shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brim- 
stone, which is the second death.’’ 

No more than Paul could con- 
done this sin in the church of his 
day can the church of our day 
condone the sin of immorality. We 
must not accommodate ourselves 
to the lax moral standards of our 
day, but to the revealed standards 
given to us by God, The expecta- 
tion concerning purity is absolute. 
“Without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord.’’ For the believer there 
must be a clean breach with all 
physical uncleanness and moral 
impurity. ‘‘For God hath called us 
not to impurity, but to absolute 
purity.”’ Enp 


TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 13) 

lot, well, my work warrants it, and 
I know not what to choose. Both 
prospects attract me. I have a long- 
ing to slip the cable and be with 
Christ, for that would be far better. 
But to continue here on earth ts 
more necessary because of you. And 
with strong confidence in this fact, 
1 know I shall so continue indeed, 
that I shall remain alive for your 
sake, that you may make progress 
and find joy in the faith, in order 
that your glad trust in Christ Jesus 
may increase through me, by a 
second visit on my part to you. 


The first of these verses is one 
of the most frequently quoted 
verses in the Testament. It needs 
no exposition. Union by faith with 
a living Christ was the heart and 
soul of Paul’s gospel. It was that 
element in Christianity which 
gripped the imagination of that 
pagan world, a fact we have al- 
ready stressed. How can living be 
Christ? In exactly the same way 
that Romans Twelve and First 
Corinthians Thirteen are Christ. 
He is the environment of the re- 
deemed, His love the overwhelming 
presence, His will the eternal 
standard. Death cannot harm a 
life thus possessed. It can only 
make a deep and close-knit union 
more complete. It is only because 
God’s purpose is worked out 
through the work and testimony of 
His servants that life, as man 
knows it, is worth while. The work, 
says Paul, which remains to him 
to do, warrants his earthly living. 
But how glad the day ‘when, like 
some high-pooped galley, he will 
slip the cables that bind him to the 
shore, to cross the bar and find a 
truer destiny. Yet so much re- 
mained for that one voice to say, 
for that lone pen to write, so many 
roads stretched for those faithful 
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feet to tread, that he was quite 
confident in his mind that life was 
still his lot, and if that were so, 
the folk of Philippi would, he was 
certain, see him again and from his 
faith and presence grow in grace 
and joy the more in Christ. Paul’s 
vehement mind races through the 
five verses. His mysticism was a 
very real quality of his character 
and touched the deepest in him, but 
he can seldom remain what the 
prosaic call ‘‘unpractical’’ for 
long. From death and thoughts of 
eternity he comes back to earth, 
and back to Philippi. 


THE GREATER CITIZENSHIP 

VERSES 27-30 
One word to you—live on as citi- 
zens worthy of Christ’s Gospel in 
order that, whether I am to come 
to see you or only hear of you from 
afar, the news may be that you 
stand in one spirit, striving like 
a team with one accord for the 
faith of the Gospel, dismayed in 
nothing by the ordered ranks 
ranged against you. For this in 
itself is evidence of their doom— 
and of your salvation—and evi- 
dence from God. It was given you 
as a privilege on behalf of God’s 
Anointed, not only to believe on 
Him but also to suffer for Him, in 
the course of that same struggle 
which you saw in me, and now hear 
that I endure. 


This balanced accord of the 
spiritual and practical which was 
ever the manner of the apostle 
flows over into these verses. 
Philippi prized its Roman citizen- 
ship. Let them, then, exercise their 
civic privileges as Christian men, 
in unity, with courage, without 
dismay. Paul edges a little nearer 
in verse 28 to the subject which 
has disturbed him most in the news 
from Philippi, that emergence of 
faction and strife which he is 
determined to deal with more 
specifically before his letter ends 
but which is present in his thoughts 
from the very beginning. Faction 
was the old curse of Greek politics. 
It is an ill of democracy. Where 
men have free speech and unfet- 
tered wills it is inevitable, human 
nature being what it is, that dif- 
ferences of opinion will arise on 
matters vital to a. state. The result 
reddens many an ugly page of 
Greek history. Paul’s Gospel sought 
to deal with ‘‘human nature.’’ It 
ieft men free but bound their 
hearts with love. Only in such unity 
can the manifold political prob- 
lems of man find ending and solu- 
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tion. If faction was to show its head 
in the community of Christ it but 
revealed that the Spirit’s work was 
frustrated and the beauty of a 
great ideal shattered. ‘‘In one 
spirit,’’ therefore, ‘‘in one accord”’ 
let those at Philippi ‘‘strive to- 
gether.’’ The word ‘‘athlete’’ 
comes from the word Paul used. It 
is difficult for the individualist to 
sink his personality in the team. 
So, however, must he do. And how 
necessary in view of the ‘‘ordered 
ranks against us.’’ Whether Paul 
has in mind the disciplined ranks 
of a hostile army or the efficient 
ranks of a hostile, ruthless team 
ready to outplay us and put us to 
shame in this game of life, is not 
clear. Probably it is the former. It 
is to be remembered that the op- 
position is no haphazard thing. It 
is ordered and arranged. Our piece- 
meal independent -strategies play 
into the hands of its High Com- 
mand. 

There is this comfort in the 
battle. Opposition for righteous- 
ness’ sake is a proof of Christian 
standing. So Christ suffered, and 
Christ’s seal is on those who suffer 
for Him, the seal of Judas, of 
Pilate, and of Caiaphas on those 
who range themselves against His 
elect. It is a privilege in such a 
cause to show our metal. And 
after all, says Paul, I gave you an 
example there in Philippi (Acts 
16:19), I am giving you an ex- 
ample here in Rome. Verse 30 re- 
turns to the metaphor of a game 
to be played and won. Life is like 
an Olympic festival. As athletes 
went from Philippi to win honor 
for their city, so let us by. clean 
and disciplined living, by endur- 
ance, and strong, courageous facing 
of the odds, win honor for the 
Greater Community of which we 
are members. 

END 






THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
(Continued from page 9) 
we are in the realm of Docetic fan- , 
tasy. A genuine incarnation involves 
limitations of human knowledge... 
Otherwise we would simply have a 


, deity masquerading in human flesh 
(p. 153). 


Thus Craig finds refuge in an an- 
cient Christological heresy which, 


‘ avoiding Docetism, lands in Adoption- 


ism, or a similar view, which does not 
teach a real incarnation of the pre- 
existent Son of God. The starting 
point of his dogmatizing appears to be 
that Jesus was a man, whatever else 
may be said of Him, rather than that 
Jesus is God and that His incarnation 
must be understood as not impinging 
upon His deity. Jesus may be de- 
scribed as having seen the finality of 
God’s redemption in “foreshortened 
perspective,” but if one recognizes 
that this is a characteristic of proph- 
ecy, it need not imply that Jesus was 
mistaken concerning the future. 
Craig insists that positive values 
are to be found in Jesus’ eschatologi- 
cal teaching in spite of the central 
mistake that he attributes to Him. 
For example, he asserts that “the 
kingdom hope of Jesus finds in God 
the basis of confidence rather than in 
man” and “the eschatological frame- 
work of the teaching of Jesus is of 
permanent significance because it 
provides a symbol of the truth that 
history finds its consummation in 
Him” (p. 154). But if Jesus was mis- 
taken in pointing to God’s future 
action, does a solid basis for confi- 
dence in God remain? And does not 
the symbolic interpretation of Jesus’ 
significance represent a rationalizing 
and modernizing reinterpretation as 
much as various views which Craig 
rejects? The presupposition that re- 
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ligious value is independent of his- 
torical truth is not a novelty. 
THE RESURRECTION 
If the forthright supernaturalism of 


Christian eschatology does not come 


to its rights, one will hardly expect 
a clear-cut affirmation of the his- 
toricity of the miracles of the Gos- 
pels. On this subject there seems to 
be even less difference of perspective 


among the contributors than was. 


found to be true in the evaluation of 
eschatology. There is indeed a reitera- 
tion of belief in the resurrection but 
nothing that adds up to a belief that 
Jesus, who was crucified, dead, and 
buried in a tomb came forth from the 
tomb on the third day. 

Strachan discloses that his ap- 
proach involves an appeal to experi- 
ence rather than to the historical 
records when he asserts that “to ap- 
proach the church’s doctrine of the 
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THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE by 


Resurrection from the direction of 
the Gospel narratives of the appear- 
ances of Jesus to his disciples, and 
the stories of the empty tomb, is to 
make a false start” (p. 20). Vincent 
Taylor, among other strictures, says 
that the Marcan story of the visit of 
the women to the tomb “‘is a story 
told at Rome at a time when interest 
in the empty tomb had awakened” 
(p. 144), implying that the tomb was 
never empty. E. F. Scott, in an ar- 
ticle on “The Beginnings of the 
Early Church,” appealing to 1 Corin- 
thians 15, acknowledges that back 
of the Christian faith in the resurrec- 
tion there must have been a real ex- 
perience. But he is agnostic with 
regard to what it was. Disregarding 
Paul’s references to the death and 
burial of Jesus in connection with the 
resurrection as implying that what 
went into the tomb came forth from 
it, and such testimony as Romans 
8:11 and 1 Corinthians 6:14 which 
indicates that for Paul, as for the 
Jews generally, the only conceivable 
form of belief in the resurrection was 
in a bodily resurrection, Scott adopts 
the characteristically liberal line that 
Paul’s testimony is in effect against 
that of the accounts of the empty 
tomb (cf. pp..177f.). 

Johnson interprets the data from 
the standpoint of the dogma that 
“the nature of the resurrection ap- 
pearances and their ultimate validity 
is an issue beyond the scope of sci- 
entific and historical investigation 
and belongs in the realm of faith and 
theology” (p. 615). This separation 
of the realms of history and faith is 
really in conflict with the Christian 
Gospel as the glad tidings of the 
divine action of salvation which must 
be received by faith. Buttrick, who is 
the author of the “exposition” of 
Matthew, employs his rhetorical gifts 
to set forth at length his Easter faith, 
but nothing conceals the obvious fact 
that he does not actually accept the 
Gospel message of the resurrection. 
Somewhat indicative of his approach 
is his statement with regard to. the 
story of the Watch at the Tomb that 
“even conservative commentators are 
obliged to admit that these verses are 


. probably legend” and that “the faith 


indeed wrote the legend” (pp. 613, 
614)! Similar viewpoints are ex- 


pressed in Grant’s exegesis and Luc- . 


cock’s exposition of Mark 16 (pp. 
911ff.). 

Grant’s view is the more extraor- 
dinary because, in his exegesis of 


Mark 12: 26f., he is.on solid ground 
in explaining how the survival of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob proves 
the resurrection of the dead. 
But we have to recognize that resur- 
rection was, it appears, the only form 
in which belief in a life to come was, 
or perhaps could be, held by Palestin- 
ian Jews at the time (cf. the book of 
Daniel, etc.) ; Greek ideas of natural 
immortality, or of the indestructible 
nature of the soul, as held by certain 
of the philosophers, had scarcely 
penetrated Palestinian Judaism, and 
were by no means universal in the 
Greco-Roman world. Paul’s views (in 
1 Cor. 15 or 2 Cor. 5:1-5, for ex- 
ample), show how indispensable he 
thought a “body” was for the risen 
life (p. 845). 
These observations underscore the 
utter implausibility of the modern 
theory that the Christian faith with 


regard to the resurrection of Jesus’ 


could have arisen on the soil of 
Palestine without reference to what 
happened to His body and that the 
narratives of the empty tomb must 
have emerged at a later stage. 


THE MIRACLES 
The treatment of the miracle stories 
in this volume is, as might be ex- 
pected, in agreement with the per- 
spectives disclosed in connection with 
the observations on eschatology and 
the resurrection. No particular diffi- 
culty is caused by the healing stories, 
but the situation is quite different 
so far as other miracles are concerned. 
Taylor says, for example, that “few 
New Testament scholars dispute the 
historical character of the healing 
works of Jesus, but it is recognized 
that his methods were spiritual rather 
than scientific, dependent upon. the 
secret of his personality and his un- 
broken fellowship with God in faith 
and prayer” (p. 120). With regard 
to “nature” miracles like the stilling 
of the storm, however, his position 
is that 
The question is not settled by the argu- 
ment that nature is not a closed system 
and that miracles are not impossible, 
but by the historical and doctrinal 
issue whether, within the limitations of 
his true humanity, it is likely that 
Jesus wrought such miracles, and 
whether it is not more likely that the 
original events have been given a 
miraculous interpretation (pp. 123f.). 
In keeping with his previously 
observed distinction between the 
realms of history and faith, Johnson 
maintains that, with the exception of 
healing acts which “are partially 
understandable in terms of present- 


day medical science,” the question of - 


miracle is a matter for the theologian. 
ETERNITY 
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And then he presents the following 

“theological” definition of miracle: 
A “miracle” may be defined as an évent 
which evokes wonder and religious 
awe and leads the beholders to give 
praise and thanks to God. It may, or 
may not, be explicable in terms of 
ordinary ideas of cause and effect 

(p. 337). 

It is hardly necessary to underscore 
the purely subjective character of this 
approach. On this view pious frauds 
might have the same validity as events 
wrought by God’s immediate power 
if only the same religious effects were 
realized! Thus religion is viewed as 
being ultimately indifferent to his- 
tory—a far cry from testimony of the 
Gospel. 

Grant displays greater readiness to 
let the miracle stories stand in their 
context in Mark (pp. 708f., 742), 
without attempting at this point to 
evaluate their historicity. But Luc- 
cock in his exposition of Mark adopts 
a frank position of agnosticism with 
regard to the historical basis of the 
miracle narratives. He contends fur- 
ther that the contemporaries of Jesus 
did not have to face the “problems” 
with regard to miracles, such as the 
universality of natural law, that are 
present in the modern mind and out- 
look—a rather naive contention when 
one contemplates the earnestness of 
their expectation of an eschatological 
transformation of the world! Luccock 
is sure only that “‘the associates and 
contemporaries of Jesus believed that 
he worked miracles” and that they 
have a “timeless and unchanging 
value.” Thus the story of the stilling 
of the storm was, as Grant also 
states, an incentive to faith that “the 
same divine Lord who had been able 
to rescue his imperiled disciples . . . 
was still present with his own” (pp. 
708f., 711). The question again 
presses upon us whether one may 
seriously suppose that the early 
Christians would have received such 
an incentive if they had shared the 
scepticism of the modern interpreter 


of the story. aseesiaiee 


On the background of the dis- 
closure of such perspectives concern- 
ing the teaching and work of Christ, 
it is not surprising that Christ’s 
saving ministry receives far from 
satisfying treatment. Strachan, for 
example, speaks of Christ’s being 
“numbered with the transgressors” 
that he might offer them “his friend- 
ship and his filial consciousness of 
the friendship of God and thus redeem 
them” (p. 15). With regard to Mark 
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10:45, he is equally vague when he 
says: 

“Ransom” simply means deliverance 

and is not to be pressed into the serv- 

ice of any theological theorizing on 
the efficacy of his death. That the 
vicarious suffering of the righteous 
has redemptive value for the com- 
munity was no new idea in Jewish 
thought. It pervades the thought of 

Isaiah 53. Indeed we may say that the 

idea is not even a dogmatic interpreta- 

tion peculiar to Judaism but an experi- 

mental truth taught by the history of 

mankind” (p. 18; cf. pp. 25f.). 
Similarly Johnson, in commenting on 
Matthew 20:28, says that Jesus 
“probably went to Jerusalem prepared 
to give his life, if it should prove 
necessary, for the sake of the king- 
dom of God, . . . The words of the 
passage must not be pressed too far 

. the thought is only that it costs 
greatly to rescue men from their 
enslavement” (p. 497). And Grant, 
who substantially agrees with John- 
son on the meaning of this saying 
(cf. pp. 818f.), sums up Mark’s dis- 
tinctiveness as follows: 

Mark, addressed to a martyr church, 

stresses the heroic ethics demanded by 

that situation, and above all the heroic 
example of the Son of God, the 
church’s Lord, as he himself faced 
death—the victorious Martyr and ‘Lord 
who was even now present with his 
amazed and terrified disciples as he 
had been present with the twelve in 

Galilee and Jerusalem (p. 629). 

In this volume of over 900 pages 
there is much more that discloses a 
similar point of view. In closing, 
however, I must add that unavoid- 
ably the approach taken here has not 
given me the opportunity of calling 
attention to more praiseworthy fea- 
tures. Several interesting and in- 
structive articles have not been men- 
tioned at all, including learned 
discussions of the language of the 
New Testament, the growth of the 
Gospels, the history of New Testa- 
ment times, and the history of the 
early church. Many of these features, 
as well as many details in those which 
have been criticized, are handled in a 
stimulating and informative fashion. 
That they have not received greater 
attention here is due, therefore, not 
to any lack of appreciation of the 
scholarly merits of the work, but to 
the restricted purpose of this article. 
And it is with profound sorrow that 
I have been compelled to render the 
judgment that, taken as a whole, the 
theological outlook of the work is 
that of Modernism rather than of 
historic Christianity. 

ENp 






LUTHERAN CONTRIBUTION. 
(Continued from page 11) 

The Office of the Public Mimistry, 

by E. E. Foelber; Doctrine,. True‘ 


and False, by W. A. Baepler; 
Chureh Discipline; by Edgar J: 
Otto; Church and State, by Theo. 
Hoyer ; Christian Training of Youth, 
by H. E. Plehn; and The Papacy, 
by Theo. Hoyer. These essays are 
selected from the total of fifty-five, 
and I can say without hesitation to 
the several thousand ministers who 
read this magazine that they can 
get rich value from the essays which 
I have- enumerated above. There 
are others which would have little 
value for the non-Lutheran, but 
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Proclaim 
Liberty 
To All 


Important words in 1776 ... 
Imperative words in 1952. 





Nearly 200 years ago . . . the strident notes of a bell . . . 
sounding forth the message of freedom and liberty in a new 
government where all men might follow the dictates of their 





=< own mind in speech . . . press . . . assembly . . . and worship. 





Nearly 2000 years ago . . . the quiet words of a Man. . . “Ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 


Today . . . the Bible Study Hour continues with the conviction that only in the 
message of Jesus Christ is there any true liberty and freedom. More important 
now than ever before is this message of freedom from the pages of Scripture. 


with Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse . . . do your share to help proclaim the freedom 
which Christ alone can offer . . . in this year . . . 1952. 
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BIBLE STUDY HOUR 


(Gifts for this ministry are deductible for income tox purposes) 


the great number on the principal 
doctrines of the church are so funda- 
mental, and so universally of high 


_ level, that the books can be strongly 


recommended. 


In quite another field, Concordia 
Publishing. Company has reissued 
a new and revised edition of Adam 
Fahling’s excellent Life of Christ. 
There have been many biographies 
of Christ, and most of the good 
ones are quite out of date. The clas- 
sical works of the last century— 
Edersheim, Farrar and similar stud- 
ies—have long needed revision. The 
later biographies have frequently 
been biased with a strong critical 
view of the Scriptures. The Life of 
Christ by Fahling has the qua'ity. 
of being both modern in time and 
conservative. in approach. When I 
was a young Christian I read vari- 
ous lives of Christ, so-called, al- 
though I have come to believe that 
such books are not necessary, since 
the Lord Jesus cannot be contained 
in a biography, and since the pur- 
pose of the four Gospels is not bio- 
graphical at a!l, but rather designed 
to give us four portraits of the Lord 
Jesus, from four different view- 
points. Therefore, such a thing as 
an attempted harmonization of the 
Gospels is not necessary. But for 
whatever uses a consecutive story 
of the life of our Lord is needed, 
Fahling’s book can serve well as a 
sing:e volume devoted to this task. 
We would not agree with all his 
interpretations of the parables, and 
similar matters, but the historical 
work is well done. 

Two volumes of quite a different 
stamp are also published by Con- 
cordia under the. title The Devo- 
tional Bible. A committee of several 
Lutheran pastors and professors 
was chosen in connection with the 
centennial of the denomination, to 
prepare volumes that could be used 
in the homes as daily meditations. 
The method is to print a_ Bible 
reference to a brief passage, to com- 
ment with simple devotional medi- 
tation, and then to conclude with a 
paragraph of prayer. For a family 
that wishes to have a consecutive 
family worship subject, these vol- 
umes could be a very excellent 
guide. The first of the two volumes 
covers Matthew and Mark, the 
second covers Luke and John. In 
the foreword to the second volume 
there is a passage which is we!l 
chosen to give the tone of the work. 
Dr. Walther, the grand-old-man of 
American Lutheranism, said of the 
great reformer: ‘‘His Reformation 
was a Bible Reformation; the 
Christianity he preached, a Bible 
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- Christianity ; the Church for which 


he battled, a Bible Church; and 
every controversy in which he en- 
gaged, a controversy for the Bible.’’ 
Each of the meditations is two to 
three pages long, and I have read 
scores of them with great profit. We 
know that there are many Chris- 
tians who are babes in Christ, and 
who wish to have family devotions 
in their homes, but are afraid that 
they would not have sufficient 
knowledge to carry out the work in 
a proper manner. Let them get hold 
of books like these, and they will 
find that they are well launched in 
devotional Bible reading and that 
they will have sufficient material to 
carry themselves along for about a 
year. There. are more than nine 
hundred pages of material. One of 
the prayers which follows a medi- 
tation will give the tone-of the 
book: ‘‘Lord, almighty God, who 
despisest not the sighing of the 
afflicted, nor disdainest the desire 
of sorrowful hearts, consider and 
hear, we beseech Thee, our prayer 
which we bring before Thee in our 
great troubles, and graciously hear 
us, that all those evils which the 
devil or man work against us may 
be brought to naught and through 
the counsel of Thy bountiful good- 
ness may be destroyed, that we, 
being hurt by no_ temptations, 
may give thanks to Thee in Thy 
Church, and evermore praise Thee, 
for the sake of Thy beloved Son 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen.”’ 

There ‘is one volume which Con- 
cordia has published which I wish 
they had left off their list. It is 
An Explanation of the Book of 
Revelation, by C. H. Little, and for 
compounding ignorance with mysti- 
fication there are few books that 
can do more harm to anyone who 
wishes to know the meaning of the 
Apocalypse. This volume is espe- 
cially unfortunate in view of the 
fact that one of the fine works on 
the Revelation was written by an- 
other Lutheran, though of a differ- 
ent Synod, Seiss’ Lectures on the 
Apocalypse, while getting ‘old, is 
still very useful, because it gives a 
true insight into the general mean- 
ing of this great prophetic work. 
Little’s book, whether he knows it 
or not, is based on the Roman Catho- 
lic interpretation that was devised 
during the Middle Ages to bolster 
up the church’s claim to being an 
earthly kingdom. When the Roman 
Empire fell, various forces rushed 


into the vacuum and picked up some - 


of the pieces, paving the way for 
the feudal division of the Roman 
world. The Vatican picked up one 


JuLy 1952 


eet 








of the most important pieces, and 
in order to justify its claim to being 
an earthly power, invented the idea 
that equated Israel with the church. 
Any commentary that follows such 
an idea will turn out like the body 
of Lazarus—some life in it, perhaps, 
but most certainly bound hand and 
foot in the graveclothes of the tomb 
of the Middle Ages. It is unfortu- 
nate that the reformers were, of 
necessity, so occupied with the tre- 
mendous controversy which they 
had on their hands, that they were 
unable to give the calm and meas- 
ured judgment to eschatalogical 
studies which was necessary. They 
had to leave something undone, and 
this was it. The bad results are still 
evident in such a work as this. 

The Lutheran Hour was made 
famous on the radio by Dr. Walter 
Maier. After he laid down the 
burden his place was taken for a 
time by Dr. J. W. Behnken, Presi- 
dent of the Missouri Synod. Sixteen 
of these sermons have been issued 
in a volume called Mercies Manifold, 
and these are of real value. I was 
delighted to make the acquaintance 
of the mind of Dr. Behnken, and 
to see how true he is to the Word of 
God. From. the opening study on 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, on 
through the’ chapters on sin and 
righteousness, the book gives a 
clear, ringing sound. I was espe- 
cially glad to read the chapter on 
the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
for Dr. Behnken shows that he be- 
lieves in the personal, imminent 
return of the Saviour, and that he 
wishes his readers to enter into the 
joy of waiting for the coming of 
the Lord. The author has also dealt 
well with the problem of suffering 
and that of misguided prayers. 

I shall hope to watch the work 
of the new professor of systematic 
theology at Concordia Seminary, 
Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan. His little book 
From Luther to Kierkegaard, is a 
scintillating bit of philosophical 
writing. The author rightly states 
that Luther was not a philosopher, 
nor did he want to be one. The Re- 


former’s great accomplishments 
were not philosophical, nor yet 
theological, but evangelical. That is 
important, and in the measure that : 
the Lutheran Church has followed 
Luther it has remained evangelical. - 
We know, of course, that the Lu- 

theran Chureh in Germany, long 
since left the truths of the Reforma- 

tion, and gave to the world the most 

vicious rationalism that it has ever 
known, that of the false theologies 

of the nineteenth century. Pelikan 

gives us a splendid outline of the 

various schools of philosophy which 

rose from Germany, or which left 

their mark on Lutheranism. He ends 
with the Danish writer Kierkegaard, 

and then leaves his question in sus- 

pense : Lutheranism needs a philoso- 
phy for its theology ; what shall that 
philosophy be? He hopes that 

thinkers will arise who will be. able 
to create such a philosophy. 

As the author of the book is going 
to be training a great many candi- 
dates for the Lutheran ministry, it 
may be wondered, with such an ex- 
pression, whether he will-be leading 
his men toward philosophy more 
than toward the Word of God? I 
realize that this could be a good 
thing, but-as it is expressed it could 
also be a bad thing. It is my prayer 
that. this young man shall turn 
from philosophy to the Book—even 
as Luther did. 

The last contribution of Lutheran 
theologians that I shall consider 
here is the first volume of Christian 
Dogmatics, by the late Dr. Francis 
Pieper, for many years the president 
of Concordia Seminary. His work 
was originally published in German 
under the title Christliche Dog- 
matik, and it is good that the 
English translation has been made. 
I first had my attention called to 
this volume by the sneer that was 
published against it in the columns 
of the Christian Century. This organ 
of humanistic Christendom an- 
nounced the edition in a scant score 
of lines, ending with the sentence, 
‘For those who seek an uncom- 
promising and uncorrupted system- 
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atic formulation of 16th century 
Lutheran Reformation theology, this 
will meet the need perfectly.’’ The 
inference seems to cry out that the 
reviewer cannot in any wise com- 
prehend that anyone would want 
such a thing. 

I can testify to the following: 
During the past several months I 
have tried to spend at least an hour 
a day with the Luther theologians 
whose works I have described in 
this present paper. Not the least 
helpful has been the reading of 
Christian Dogmatics. There are to 
be other volumes which announce 
subjects on which I might hold con- 
siderable differences of opinion, but 
in this first volume, given largely 
to the doctrines of God and Man I 
have had my soul refreshed and my 
mind stimulated at every turn. The 
166 pages of the 577 total pages in 
the book which are devoted to the 
theology of the Scriptures—inspira- 
tion and revelation—are very im- 
portant and explain why the 
Missouri Synod Lutheran Church 
has remained on the solid rock, with 
real evangelical tenacity. It will be 
worth anyone’s reading if he has 
a mind that does not shun the task 
of thinking. 

Finally, I was told several years 
ago that in a meeting of the Missouri 
Synod, in a discussion of radio 
preachers, my name was mentioned 
and that one man made the remark 
that having listened to my preach- 
ing for several months, he believed. 
that I could be taken into the 








Missouri Synod without an examina- 
tion. Though it was a facetious re- 
mark, I accept the compliment, and 
acknowledge my oneness with them 
in their unswerving loyalty to the 
Word of God and to the person and 
work of our Saviour. As I had been 
trained in historical research in my 
university years, I could not help 
but think, as I read the several 
thousand pages of Lutheran contri- 
bution to the whole church of 
Christ,. that I should like to have 
lived in the sixteenth century, for 
a while at least. I wonder if it 
might not have been possible for a 
mind that was sympathetic toward 
both Luther and Calvin to have 
brought these two theologies to- 
gether without too violent a shock. 
At all events, I find myself much 
nearer to the thinkers of Concordia 
Seminary today than I do to those 
of my own Seminary—Princeton, 
which has sold out its Reformation 
position for a neo-orthodoxy which 
must be .labeled pseudo-orthodoxy. 
May the Lord strengthen the hands 
of the men of Concordia and let 
their scholars bring to the —s 
more books like these. And may I 
express the hope that they—without 
in any wise moving toward the 
horrors of a false eeumenism—may 
comprehend that there are men out- 
side their communion who are one 
with them in the invisible Church 
in a way that should be recognized, 
and that could be recognized in 
some fellowship that could do noth- 
ing buat help all concerned. - 
ND 
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ON EAGLES’ WINGS 
(Continued from page 6) 


The eagle hunts alone. It does 
not, even like other buzzards, hunt 
in flocks, but ‘alone. 

It was alone the Saviour prayed 

In dark Gethsemane ; 

Alone He drained the bitter cup, 

And suffered there for me. 

Alone, alone, He bore it all 

alone. 

He gave Himself to save His 


own, 

He suffered, bled, and died, 

alone. 

Although the eagle often seizes 
live animals, as any of the buzzards 
will do, he mainly feeds on carrion. 
It is from this habit of feeding on 
dead and decaying flesh that the 
eagle becomes infested with lice. 
Christ came seeking worse than 
earrion. He came for the lost and 
the dead in sin. We were as Isaiah 
puts it ‘‘an unclean thing.’’ This 
phrase ‘‘an unclean thing’’ refers 
to the bandages used upon and 
taken from the running sores of 
lepers. The phrase which describes 
our righteousnesses as ‘‘ filthy rags’’ 
is not printable if we would retain 
good taste in what we write. And 
it was, after all, by clasping us to 
His bosom that He became infested 
and burdened with the lice of sin. 

In times of drought, when food 
and water are not to be had for miles 
and miles around, the eagle will tear 
its own flesh with its beak that its 
young may eat the bared flesh and 
drink the flowing blood! The words 
of our Lord take on added meaning 
as we read, ‘‘Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
His blood, ye have no life in you. 
Whoso eateth my flesh, and drink- 
eth my blood, hath eternal life . 
(John 6:53, 54). There was no 
other way to save us than that He 
should by the sacrifice of Himself, 
the offering of His body, and the 
shedding of His blood, put away 
our sin. And it is upon His body 
and blood we believers are spiritu- 
ally fed. What does the Communion 
hold for us but that His wounded 
body and poured-out blood are the 
price of our salvation, the means. 
of our daily cleansing, and the very 
food upon which our souls must 
live? 

The eagle is savage to its prey, 
yet tender to its young. So it is with 
Christ. The lake of fire for His foes, 
fullness of joy and pleasures for- 


- evermore for His own. Deuteronomy 


32:11 speaks to us of the eagle stir- 
ring up her nest, and it is a picture 
of tender parental care and provi- 
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‘sion for the young. The great nest 


is constructed high upon: some in- 
accessible, lofty crag. Branches form 
its base and are overlaid with thorns 
and thistles. In some nests there 
have been found jagged tin cans 
and bits of broken glass. Over all of 
this is laid a down of grasses and 
all kinds of soft things. The young 
are raised in comfort ; but when the 
time for flying arrives, and the 
young eaglets are reluctant to leave 
the security of home for the bottom- 
less air before them, the parent 
eagles will stir up the nest, pulling 
aside the soft stuff and exposing the 
tender young ones to the discomfort 
of the sharp things underneath. The 
parent eagle flutters over the young 
as they launch out for flight, as the 
Seripture says, and by the fanning 
of the air overhead provides that 
extra upward current which keeps 
the fledgling afloat. 


Again how like our Lord that is. 
There are times when He must 
allow the thorn, from which in our 
tender days He keeps us protected, 
to touch our lives in order to send 
us forth to do His will; or, when 
we are doing it, as in the case of 
the apostle Paul, to keep us humble 
lest the very things God does in us 
cause us pride. There are times 
when He must literally push us 
from our ease out into the place of 
greater faith. And yet all the while 
He hovers over, keeping us afloat, 
and underneath are the everlasting 
arms! 

In conelusion, we refer to Isaiah 
40:30, 31. ‘‘Even the youths shall 
faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall: but they that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 


- strength; they shall mount up with 


wings as eagles, they shall run and 
not be weary, they shall walk and 
not faint:’’ We are indeed to be like 
Christ, and what characterizes Him 
should be brought to increasing like- 
ness in us. 

The order in these words seems 
to be backwards. Indeed some of the 
more liberal-minded dissectors of 
the Word have pointed this out as 
they have sought to discredit a high 
eoneept of the verbal inspiration of 


‘the Word. Fly, run, walk. Why 


you would think it should be the 
opposite: walk, run, fly. That shows 
true progression does it not? 

But the picture of the verse, in 
which the image of the eagle flying 
is first, conveys to us the lesson of 
the Christian’ $ experience, of his 
life and service for God. When one 
is born again one extends those 
spiritual pinions to rest upon the 
wind as the eagle does. That is 
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spiritual babyhood, the sense of 
being borne on the arms of another, 
uplifted by the power of God. Then 
comes spiritual childhood and the 
characteristic of the child is run- 
ning. My, how I wish that boy of 
mine would just walk a block with 
me sometime! And then the mark 
of maturity is the unhurried step, 
the walk. So it is first fy, then run, 
then walk. 


The analogy goes further. When. 
we are first saved we are all eager 
and breathless with first love, liter- 
ally flying hither, thither, and yon 
in every opportunity to witness. 
Our joy is as the sheer delight of 
flight above the clouds. It is too bad 
that so often it takes so long to re- 
capture that first exhilaration when 
we move on into the deeper things 
of the Christian life. é 


Then there comes spiritual child- 
hood when the consciousness from 
that point on through many days 
is that of life as a race. We enter 
upon the quest for personal holiness 
and ‘ Christ-likeness. We learn of 
the array of crowns to be won, and 
we get into the race with a will to 
win. 

Then’ we enter in more mature 
experience, when the first bursts of 
speed are ended and we realize that 
it is the steady pace that carries us 
through to the end. When we have 
grown to love Him without reserve 
through sorrow and joy, there 


comes the blessed Enoch-like walk: 


of fellowship. And so it is again, 
to fly, to run, and to walk. 

And there is yet more to be said. 
In every stage of life there are tasks 
which eall for flying, tasks which 
call for running, tasks which call for 
walking. It is to the one who fully 
trusts in Him, like the eagle out- 
stretched upon and borne Heaven- 


ward by the air, that God imparts - 


the different strengths for the vary- 
ing services He calls upon him to 
perform. 

In the eagle we have a beautiful 
sign pointing us to Christ. What 
Christ is and the power which He 
has are available to us, each and 
every one, for every moment of 
every day and all the tasks they 
bring. Let us fully trust Him that 
we may indeed mount up with wings 
as eagles, that every day as it is 
lived may add to the consciousness 
that we have been borne that much 
closer to the Son of Righteousness. 

END 


Reprints of this article are avail- 
able from the author, 8604 Verree 
Road, Philadelphia 11, Pa., at 5c 
per copy, or 25 for $1.00. 
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THE ART OF LIVING 
(Continued from page 23) 


everybody will immediately flock to 
join your cause or become enthusi- 
astic about those things which have 
made you enthusiastic. Most will be 
merely apathetic, while some will 
be opposed and difficult. Refuse to 
be disturbed bv criticism. All great 
leaders have experienced it, and 
our Lord Himself was certainly no 
exception. Indeed, it will probably 
be true that the stronger and more 
influential the lead you give and 
the larger the platform on which 
you are working the more you will 
be criticized. Be honest enough and 
brave enough to profit from what is 
true; let the rest be like the pro- 
verbial water running off a duck’s 
back. 


BEWARE OF CYNICISM Again, 
AND PESSIMISM watch out 
for the 


growth of cynicism, especially if 
you see some of your cherished plans 
go awry and other people becoming 
more successful than yourself. It is 
possible to take yourself too seri- 
ously, and in any case if these other 
folk are furthering the same cause 
as your own you can rejoice with 
them in its prosperity. There is no 
room here for jealousy ; be glad that 
there are other successful leaders 
in the field. 


Pessimism is another enemy which 
occasionally attacks a leader, and it 
will help to remember that periods 
of depression often visit those who 
are earnestly and enthusiastically 
dedicated to a great cause. There 
are times when the ‘‘helpers’’ seem 
to be proving tiresomely unco- 
operative, but the wise leader con- 
tinues to keep his own eye on the 
goal and receives new strength to 


remain cheerful and confident. Your ° 


personal qualities. will sooner or 
later rekindle the fires in these other 
hearts; it will be your confidence, 
your enthusiasm, charm, and. re- 
liability which ultimately count. 
You will make the happy discovery 
that many people who are unmoved 
by your requests will be moved by 
you. 


The cause of Christ has always 
required good leaders, and the need 
is no less important or obvious 
today. God is far more concerned 
with men than with methods. The 
suggestions given here will, if prac- 
ticed, help to develop one’s powers 
of leadership, but it should be kept 
in mind that the Christian leader 
is himself led of Christ ; he advances 
only with his ‘‘eyes fixed upon 
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Jesus as the Pioneer’’ (Heb. 12:2, 
Moffatt). It was Mary Slessor, the 
intrepid missionary, who said: ‘‘I 
had never been able to do anything 
but for this, He always went in 
front.’’ 

END 


STEWARDSHIP AND TAXES 
(Continued from page 24) 


such a transfer might not be effec- 
tive to take the property out of the 
donor’s estate upon his death, since 
it takes effect in possession and in 
enjoyment upon the donor’s death, 
it would qualify as a deduction for 
Federal estate tax purposes and 
death tax purposes in most states 
(not Pennsylvania) and thus avoid 
any diminution at death. 

The use of transfers reserving life 
estates can be even more effective 
in the case of personal property. A 
person with shares of stock in his 
estate could make gifts. over a 
period of years up to the maximum 
amount allowed each year for in- 


come tax purposes, reserving the - 


dividends from such shares for life, 
and thereby spread out his contri- 
butions over a number of years so 
as to obtain an income tax deduc- 
tion in each year. As an illustra- 
tion, take a taxpayer with an 
adjusted gross income of $25,000 
per year. He will have allowable 
charitable and religious deductions 
for the year in-the amount of 
$3,750. Assume an age of 60 years. 
He could make a contribution of 
$6,256 worth of property reserving 
the income therefrom for life and 
obtain the charitable deduction of 
$3,750 for the year ($3,750 is the 
commuted value of a gift of $6,256 
with a life estate reserved of a per- 
son age 60). At present tax rates, 
this would save a single taxpayer 
$2,420 and a married _ taxpayer 
$1,580. 

The | following year the same 
donor could make a gift of $6,131, 
again reserving the dividends for 
life and obtain the maximum deduc- 
tion of $3,750 again. The third year 
a gift of $6,011 would be effective 
to secure the maximum deduction 
again. In this short period of time, 
over $7,000 will have been saved in 
income tax and put into the Lord’s 
work—with the approval of the 
government. 


Because the present tax rates, 
which are the highest in history, 
make charitable contributions much 
more attractive to taxpayers, much 
is being written on the subject by 
tax attorneys and representatives 
of secular charitable community 





organizations and foundations. We 
feel that certainly Christian people, 
who make the bulk of such contri- 
butions, should. be properly in- 
formed and advised concerning this 
very important aspect of Christian 
stewardship. Certainly we owe it 
to ourselves and our Lord to make 
“‘friends of the mammon of un- 
righteousness’’ to this extent in our 


‘faithful stewardship. 


In future issues, we will discuss 
the ‘place of trusts and foundations 
under the Internal Revenue Code 
in Christian. work. 








Here we print the prayer re- 
quests of our readers. If you have 
a real burden and will promise to 
pray with us for all of the requests 
set forth here, write to us. We will 
assign a number to your request 
and print it. 

Many readers have written ask- 
ing prayer for the salvation of 
unsaved relatives and friends, and 
for the restoration to fellowship of 
those who know the Lord. Let us 
pray for all those who have writ- 
ten concerning these problems and 
for all of our readers in whose 
homes these problems exist. 
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Pray for a Pennsylvania reader 
who is undergoing electric shock 
treatment for depression. She is 
trusting her Lord and Saviour and 
looks to Him for courage to meet 
her problems. 


A Louisiana family kept at home 
by illness requests prayer that they 
may be enabled to go back to church 
and Sunday school for much-needed 
teaching. 





An accordion is needed for use 
in a Christian work conducted in a 
labor camp on a farm raising 
produce for quick freeze. 


A cornet, trumpet, or trombone 
would be of great use to a mission- 
ary doing village work in Africa. 
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gives you opportunity to present an effective Gospel witness 


MAKES IT POSSIBLE FOR THE PASTOR on vacation or sick to provide adequate 
leadership for his Church through recorded Services by choosing sound Bible 


preaching messages which will help build his congregation spiritually. 


Complete Services on tape with music and the finest of Bible messages by Torrey, 
Spurgeon, Moody, Sunday, Pierson, Barnhouse, Keiper, and others. With the Porta- 
ble Church Services you can carry on an effective witness anywhere—at any time. 


2 Complete one hour Services on one 7” reel recorded at the 3%” per second 
speed! Free “Order of Service” sheets for each Service: entire program and words 





singing the hymns, etc. 
“GLORIOUS HABITATION” by C. H. Spurgeon 
“TEACH US TO PRAY” by Billy Sunday 


“PRAYER” by R. L. Keiper 
“DISCIPLESHIP” by A. C. Dixon 





“GOD IS LOVE” by D. L. Moody “GREAT IS THY FAITH” by R. L. Keiper 
“FULFILLED PROPHECIES” by R. A. Torrey “SILENCE BEFORE GOD” by D. G. Barnhouse 





STUDIES IN SAINTHOOD 


3 Blest by Grace and Peace 
* } The Beloved of God 





4 Intercession of a Saint 
* ) When Faith Speaks 


THE GOSPEL OF GOD 


THE GODHEAD 


for all hymns. You will not only listen, but also take part in this Service through 


MAKES IT POSSIBLE FOR 
YOU to bring the out- 
CS relirellite Mulciimel mel Mellie 
erations into your home 
for private or group 


Bible Study. 


IN ADDITION to the 
Complete Services pro- 
vided by Portable 


Church Services, we now 


Mer Bible Studies by 


Dr sYelaalitelt hts on many 





1 The Letter of Good News 2 The Gospel of God 
” | the Reporter of Glad Tidings : 





The Saviour-Son 


" i aan alae a ie ee ee 


5 { Jesus Christ, Our Lord subjects. 


God in Three Persons 








PORTABLE GHURCH SERVICES 
1716 Spruce ened, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Please send me information about tape playing machines so that I 
can make use of your rental library of Services and Bible Studies. 


Include complete information about subscription rates for Portable Church 
Services. 


Satesbed Tell me how ! can rent Portable Church Services for special occasions. 
vase. S@nd me complete current list of Bible Studies available for home study groups. 














PERCY B. CRAWFORD 
Founder and President 





A MESSAGE TO 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 


You are now approaching a most important 
step on your stairway of learning — your 
college career. You will want to choose the 
campus that will make that step the wisest 
and happiest for you. 


At THE KING’S COLLEGE, a strong academ- 
ic program, numerous musical organiza- 


tions, campus social functions, and inter- 
collegiate sports are beautifully combined 
with the warmth of true Christian friendli- 
ness to offer you four memorable years of 
collegiate experience. 


Low cost housing is available for married 
veterans. 


Write us today for complete information. 


Box 1014. 


se GS Of KINGS 
KING’S COLLEGE, DELAWARE 











